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We will conclude then generally, that, when many fpeak on fimilar 
fubjefts, it will be the talent of the fame perfon to know who {peaks 
well, and who ill; and that he who cannot difcover thofe who do it 
ill, will not do juftice to thofe who do well. 








Art. 1. The Works of Sir Fofoua Reynolds, late Prefident of 


4 the Royal Academy: containing bis Difcourfes, Idlers, a 
Journey to Flanders and Holland (now firf? publifhed) and 
fi his Commentary on Du Frefnoy’s Art of Painting ; printed 
ig from his revifed Copies (with his laft Correétions and Additions ) 
f. in Two Volumes. To which is prefixed, an Account of the 
Life and Writings of the Author. By Edward Malone, Ef. 
a one of bis Executors. 4to. 362 and 392 pp. al. 16s. 
re Cadell and Davies. 1797. 
aie 
" ‘THOUGH there are not, in thefe volumes, many produc- 
is tions of the excellent auther,.which have not before, in 
It fome form or other, been laid before the public, yet by every 
ery friend of the arts, and admirer of original genius, the works 
Ys of Sir Jofhua Reynolds, in a colle@ive form, with his life, written 


hy one of the moft intimate of his friends, mult be efteemed 
a valuable acquifition. It may be obferved alfo, that the part 
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which is now firft publifhed, his Journey to Flanders and 
Holland, is’ of a nature peculiarly interefting ; as it contains 
net the trivial remarxs of an ordinary. traveller; nor, what is 
not unufual, a colle¢tion from various common books, but 
the original criticifms of a great painter, upon fome of the 
moft capital works of very celebrated artifts. From this part 
of thefe volumes, we thal!, therefore, make our chief felections, 
but thall firft premife a hort account of the author, from the 
narrative of Mr. Malone. 

Sit Jofhua was the fon of a clergyman, of Plympton, in De- 
vonthire, where he was born, on July 16,1723. He was in- 
ftructed by his father in claffical learning, and very early dif- 
played a genius for drawing, Even at eight years old he made 
himfelf matter of the Fefuit’s perfpective, and was able to 
apply the principles of it to pra@tice. “Fhe next book that 
encouraged and confirmed his natural propenfity, was Richard- 
fon’s Treatife on Painting. At feventeen, this bent of his 
genius was fo decifively manifefted, that his father placed him 
under Hudfon, to {tudy the art in a regular manner. With 
this painter he remained only three years. At the end of the 
year 1746, he loft his father, and, being left to purfue his owa 
fortune, practifed his art partly in London, and partly in his 
native county. An intimacy with Captain, afterwards Lord 
Keppel, offered him an opportunity, in 4749, of vifiting 
the Mediterranean, where, after touching at feveral places, he 
landed in Italy, and proceeded to Rome, the great academy fot 
his art. He returned to London in 1752, much improved in 
tafte and {kill, and foon became diftinguifhed ; about the fame 
time, his intimacy with Dr. Johnfon commenced. Of the 
advantage which ‘he derived from this friendthip, we. hall 
prefently lay before our readers his own conviction, in his 
own words. The outline of the remainder of his life, 1s not 
unknown to his countrymen. On the new eftablifhment of the 
Royal Academy, in 1769, he was nominated Prefident, and 
foon after received the honour of Knighthood. Betwees 
1769 and 3790, he exhibited, at the Royal Academy, 244 pi 
tures. His fame was raifed, with juftice, to a much great 
height, than that of any native painter ever had attained in this 
country, and the prices paid for his produ€tions were proper 
tionably high. In 4789, his eyes began to fail, and he w# 
obliged to decline painting: and, on the 23d of Februar) 
1792, he died. His character is fummed up by his biog 
pher in the words of Mr. Burke, by whom it was writtea 0% 
many hours afier the melancholy event, which it commem? 
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© His illnefs was long, but borne with a mild and cheerful fortitude, 
without the leatt mixture of any tbing irritable, or querulous, agree- 
ably to the placid and even tenour of his whole life. He had, from 
the beginning of his malady, a diftinét view of his diffolution; and 
he contemplated it with that entire compofure, which nothing but the 
innocence, Integrity, and ufetulnefs of his life, and an unaffected fub- 
miffion to the will of Providence, could beftow. In this fituation he 
had every confolation from family tendernefs which his own kindnefg 
had indeed well deferved,. 

Sir Jofhua Reynolds was, on very many accounts, one of the 
moft memorable men of his time. He was the firlt Englifhman, who 
added the praife of the elegant arts to the other glories of his country. 
In tafte, in grace, in facility, in happy invention, and in the richnefs 
and harmony of colouring, he was equal to the great matters of the 
renowned ages. In portrait he went beyond them ; for he communi- 
cated to that defeription of the art, in which Englifh artifts are the 
moit engaged, a variety, a fancy, and a dignity derived from the 
higher branches, which even thofe who profefled them in a fuperior 
manner, did not always preferve, when they delineated individual 
nature. His portraits remind the fpectator of the invention of hif- 
tory, and the amenity of Jandfcape. In painting portraits, he ap- 
peared not to be raifed upon that platform, but to defcend to it from 
ahigher {phere. His paintings illuftrate his Jeffons, and his leffons 
feem to be derived from his paintings. ; 

“ He poflefled the theory as perfectly as the practice of his art. Ta 
be fucha painter, he was a,protound and penetrating philofopher. 

‘* In tall affluence of foreign and domeftick fame, admired by the 
expert in art, and by the learned in fcience, courted by the great, ca- 
telled by Sovereign Powers, and celebrated by diftinguifhed poets, his 
hative humility, modeity, and candour, never forfook him, even on 
lurpeife Or provocation ; nor was the leaft degree of arrogance or af- 
fursption vitible to the moft fcrutinizing eye, in any part of his con- 
duci or difcourfe. 


“* His talents of every kind, powerful from nature, and not meanly 
cultivated by letters, his focial virtues in all the relations and all the 
habitudes of life, rendered him the centre of a very great and un- 
paralleled variety of agreeable focieties, which will be diffipated by 
his death, He had too much merit not to excite fome jealoufy, too 
much innocence to provoke any enmity. The lofs of no man of his 
time can be felt with more fincere, general, and unmixed forrow. 
‘HAIL! AND FAREWELL!” P, Ixviil, 

_Itis mentioned by Mr. Malone, that, among the papers of 
Sir Jofhna, were found fome hints for a Difcourfe, on a new 
and fingular plan, intended to be delivered to the Royal 
Academy. The plan tvas, to give a hiftory of his mind, fo 
lar as concerned his art ; of his progrefs, fludies, and prac 
we 7 with a view of the advantages he had enjoyed, and of 
te difadvantages under which he had laboured. It iscértainly 


Muca to be regretted, that this fketch of a defign, fo very ufefixl 
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to fludents in painting, and to the philofopher fo interefting 
and curious, was never filled up. Some fpecimens from thefe 
papers, given by Mr. Malone, increafe our regret, The firff 
ot thefe paifages contains a very curious account of his feel. 
ings on firlt contemplating the works of Raphael, in which he 
defcribes himfelf as difappointed in not expericncing the 
{trong effect which he expected. His mind was, he fays, re- 
lieved, by finding afterwards, on enquiry, * that thofe perfons 
only, who, from natural imbecility, appeared to be incapable 
of ever relifhing thofe divine performances, made pretenfions 
to inftantaneous raptures on firft beholding them.” The 
works of Raphael are to be ftudied before they can be trul 

relifhed. ‘* The excellence of his ftyle,” fays this admirable 
judge of it, ** is not on the furface, but lies deep ; and, at the 
firit view, is feen but miftily, It is the florid flyle which 
{trikes at once, and captivates the eye for a time, without ever 
fatisfying the judgment.” The whole of this.paflage is cu- 
rious and valuable ; but we have promifed our readers a fight 
of the fecond {pecimen ot thefe hints, which contains his ac- 
knowledgment of the benefits he derived from the fociety of 
the great Johnfon. This we fhall give at large. 


‘¢ T remember,” fays he, «* Mr, Burke, fpeaking of the Effays of 
Sir Francis Bacon, faid, he thought them the beft of his works. Dr, 
Johnfon was of opinion, * that their excellence and their value con- 
fifted in being the obfervations of a {trong mind operating upon life; 
and in confequence you find there what you feldom find in other 
books.’—It is this kind of excellence which gives a ¥alue to the per- 
formanees of artifts alfo. It is the thoughts expreffed in the works of 
Michael Angelo, Coreggio, Raffaelle, Parmegiano, and perhaps fome 
of the old Gothick matters, and not the inventions of Pietro da 
Cortona, Carlo Marati, Luca Giordano, and others that I might 
mention, which we feek after with avidity. From the former we 
learn to think originally. May I prefume to introduce myfelf on this 
oceafion, and even to mention, as an inftance of the truth of whatl 
have remarked, the very Difcourfes which I have had the honour ot 
delivering from this place. Whatever merit they have, muft be m- 
puted, in a great meafure, to the education which I may be faid t9 
have had under Dr. Johnfon. I do not mean to fay, though it cet 
tainly would be to the credit of thefe Difcourfes, if I could fay 
with truth, that he contributed even a fingle fentiment to them ; but 
he qualified my mind to think juftly. No man had, like him, the 
faculty of teaching inferior minds the art of thinking. Perhip 
other mea might have equal knowledge; but few were fo communkt 
ti; ® dis great pleafure was tp talk to thofe who looked up (0 hilt 

vas ee exh hired his wondertul powers. «In mixed compat), 
a. . ‘vee ontly in ompany that oxghe to have looked up to him, mat 
nb “pha 2 cfarafier for learning to fupport, confidered ## 


* iff the train Of his auditors; and to {ech 
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fons he certainly did not appear to advantage, being often impetuous 
and overbearing. ‘The defire of fhining in converfation was in him 
indeed a predominant paffion; and if it mult be attributed to vanity, 
Jet ic at the fame time be recollected, that it produced thatloquacioufnefs 
from which his more intimate friends derived confiderable advantage. 
The obfervations which he made on poetry, on life, and on every 
thing about us, I applied to our art; with what fuccef$ others mutt 
judge. Perhaps an artift in his ftudies fhould purfue the fame con- 
duct; and inftead of patching up a particular work on the narrow 
plan of imitation, rather endeavour to acquire the art and power of 
thinking. On this fubject I have often {poken ; but it cannot be too 
often repeated, that the general power of compofition may be acquired ; 
and when acquired, the artift may then lawtully take hints from his 
yredeceffors. In reality indeed it appears to me, that a man mutt 
beia by the ftudy of others. ‘Thus Bacon hecame a great thinker, 
by firft entering into and making himfelf mafter of the thoughts ot 
other men.” B, XIX. 


On the Academical Difcourfes of Sir Jofhua Reynolds, it is 
unneceflary to expatiate. The greater part of them have not 
only been publilhed here, but tranflated into foreign languages, 
and admired wherever they have been feen. ‘They contain the 
indelible proofs of thofe advantages which we have juft feen 
explained by himfelf. We haften to his journey into Flan- 
ders, which took place in the fummer of the year 1781; at a 
period of his life when his judgment was fully matured. by 
time, by ftudy, and py practice, Phe remarks are wholly 
confined to painting, and include criticifms on all the pictures 
of any value, exhibited in thofe countries; and among the 
names of the artilts appear fome which are very little known 
tothe connoifleurs of England. Rubens, however, prevails ; 
and with his charaéter, given at large, the performance con- 
cludes. Mr. Philip Metcalfe was the companion of Sir Jofhua 
inthis journey. When he quits Flanders, he takes leave of 
hiftory-painting, and there he fubjoins a few obfervations an 
the difadvantages of the Arts in our own country. The exclu- 
fion of pi@ures from churches, after the Reformation, is the 
caufe he affigns for the deficience of hiflorical painters among 
us, “ How far this circumitance may be the caufe that no 
ProteQant country has eyer produced a hiftory-painter, may 
be,” he fays, ** worthy of confideration.” After arguing*in 
favour of fuch ornaments to churches, he adds, 


** Many other caufes have been affigned, why hiftary {painting} has 
never Lourithed i this country ; but with fuch a reafgn athand we need 
not look farther. Let there be buyers, who are the true Mivcotafes . 
and we fhall foun fee fellers, vying witheach other in the variety 2 
eacelignce of their works, ‘To thofe who think that wh 
Bus 43, it mult, like fire, blaze out, this argumenf.is aot ate 
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but thofe who confider it not as a gift, but a power acquired by long 
Jabour and ftudy, fhould refieét that no man is dikely to undergo the 
fatigue req tuired to carry any art to any degree of exce "ence, to which 
after he has done, the orld islikely to pay no attention.” Vol. ii, p.65, 


He then fketches out a plan in behalf of Sculpture, of which 
the commencement has already taken place; but which, to 
have its proper effeét, muft be always purfued with the care 
and circumfpe@ion here recommended. 

‘«* Sculpture languifhes for the fame reafon, being not with us made 
fubfervient to our religion, as it is with the Seaetle Catholicks. 
Almoft the only demand for confiderable works of fculpture arifes from 
the monuments erected to eminent men. It is to be regretted that this 
circumftance does not prod luce fuch an advantage to the art asit might 
do, if, infead of Wefiminfter-Abbey, the cuftom were once begun of 
having monuments to de parted worth erected in St. Paul’s Cathedral, 
Wettminfter- Abb ey is al — fill; and if the Houfe of Commons 
fhould vote another monument at the co expence, there is no 
place °, NO proper p lace ce in a , in the Abbey, in which it can he 
placed. ‘Thofe which have been lately crested, are fo ftuck up inodd 
holes and corners, that it begins to appear trul fy ridiculous: the prin 
cipal places have been long x occupied, and the difh og of finding a 
new nook or corner eve eey year increafes, While this Gothick ftroc. 
ture is encumbered and overloaded with ornaments which have no 
agreement or correfpondence with the tatte and ftyle of the building, 


< 


St. Paul’s locks forlorn and defolate, or at leaft deftitute of ora 
ments fuited to the magnificence of the fabrick. ‘There are places 
defigned b y Sir Chriftop! ier Wren for monuments, wh ich m ight be- 
come a nobie ornament to the building, it pic perly ad ‘ap ted to their 
fituations. Some parts might contain butts, fome fingle figures, fome 
groups of fivures, fome bas-reliefs, and fome tablets with inf riptions 
only, according to the expence intended oy] him who thould caufe the 
monument to be ereéted. All this might be done under the direction 
of the Royal Academy, who fhould determine the fize of the figures, 
and where they fhou ld be placed, fo as to be ornamental to the build- 
ing.” Vol. ii. p. 66. ; 

His character of Rubens is fo: admirably drawn, that, 
though it is rather long, we thail here inert it, without any 


omiflion, 
‘© CHARACTER OF RUBENS. 

The works of men of genius alone, where great faults are united 
with great beau ties, afford proper matter for criticifm. abel us is al- 
ways eccentrick, bold, and daring ; which, at the fame time that it 
commands attention, is fure to pec woke criticifm. It is the regular, 
cold, and timid compofer, who efcapes cenfure, and deferves no praife, 

The elevated fituation on which Rubens ‘ftands in the efteem of 
the world, is alone a fufficient reafon for fome examinatien of his 

retenfions. 
«¢ His fame is extended over a great part of the Continent, withoat 
g rival; and it may be juftly faid that he has enriched his country, 
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not in a figurative fenfe only, by the great examples of art which he 
left, but by what fome would think a more folid advantage, the 
wealth arifing from the concourfe of ftrangers whom his works conti- 
nually invite to Antwerp, which would otherwife have little to re- 
ward the vifit of a connoifleur. 

«© To the city of Dufleldorp he has been an equal benefactor. 
The gallery of that city is confidered as containing one of the 
greateft colleStions of pictures in the world; but if the works of 
Rubens were taken from it, I will venture to affert, that this great re- 
pofitory would be reduced to at leaft half its value. : 

‘© To extend his glory ftill further, he gives to Paris one of its 
mot ftriking features, the Luxembourg Gallery ; and if to thefe we 
add the many towns, churches, and private cabinets, where a fingle 
picture of Rubens confers eminence, we cannot hefitate to place him 
in the firft rank of Hluftrious painters. 

« Though I ftill entertain the fame general opinion both in regard 
to his excellencies and his defects, yet having now feen his greateft 
compofitions, where he had more means of difplaying thofe parts of 
his art in which he particularly excelled, my eltimation of his genius 
is of courfe raifed, It is only in large compofitions that his powers 
feem to have room to expand themfelves. They really increafe in 
proportion to the fize of the canvas on which they are to be difplayed. 
His fuperiority is not feen in eafel-pictures, nor even in detached parts 
of his greater works ; which are feldonveminently beautiful. It does 
not lie in an attitude, or in any peculiar expreffion, but in the general 
effect, in the genius which pervades and illuminates the whole. 

“© T remember to have obferved} in a picture of Diatreci, which I 
faw in a private cabinet at Bruffels, the contrary effect. In that per 
formance there appeared to be a total abfence of this pervading genius; 
though every individual figure was corretly drawn, and to the a¢tion 
of each as careful as attention was paid, as if it were a fet Academy 
figure. Here feemed to be nothing left to chance ; all the nymphs 
(the fubjeét was the Bath of Diana) were what the ladies call in atti- 
tudes ; yet, without being able to cenfure it for incorrectnefs, or any 
other defect, Ithought it one of the coldeft and mott infipid pictures ] 
ever beheld. 

‘** ‘The works of Rubens have that peculiar property always atten- 
dant on genius, to atiract attention, and enforce admiration, in fpite 
of all their faults. It is owing to this fafcinating power, that the 
performances of thofe painters with which he is furrounded, though 
they have perhaps fewer defects, yet appear fpiritlefs, tame, and infi- 

id; fuch as the aliar-pieces of Crayer, Schutz, Segers, Heyfens, 
lyfens, Van Bulen, and the reft. They are done by men whofe 
hands, and indeed all their faculties, appear to have been cramped and 
confined ; and it is evident that every thing they did was the effect of 
great labour and pains. ‘The productions of Rubens, on the contrary, 
fcem to flow with a freedom and prodigality, as if they coft him no- 
thing ; and to the general animation of the compofition, there is al- 
ways a correfpondent fpirit in the execution of the-work. ‘+The 
itriking brilliancy of his colours, and their lively oppofition teeach 
other, the flowing liberty and freedom of his outline, the cages: 
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pencil with which every object is touched, all contribute to awaken 
and keep alive the atteation of the f{pectator ; awaken in him, in fome 
meature, correfpondent fenfations, and make him feel a degree of that 
enthufiafm with which the painter was carried away. To this we ma 
add the complete gniformity in all the parts of the work, fo that the 
whole feems to be conducted, and grow out of one mind ; every 
thing is of a piece, and fits its place. Even his tafte of drawing, and 
of form, appears to correfpond better with his colouring and compo- 
fition, than if he had adopted any other manner, though that manner, 
fimply confidered, might be better: it is here as in perfonal attrac. 
tions; there is frequently found a certain agreement and correfpon. 
dence in the whole together, which is often more captivating than 
mere regular beauty. 

‘** Rubens appears to have had that confidence in himfelf, which it 
is neceffary for every artift to aflume, when he has finifhed his ftudies, 
and may venture in fome meafure to throw afide the fetters of au. 
thority ; to confider the rules as fubject to his controu!, and not him- 
felf fubjeét to the rules; to rifk and to dare extraordinary attempts 
without a guide, abandoning himfelf to his own fenfations, and de- 
pending upon them. ‘To thisconfidence mutt be imputed that origi- 
nality of manner by which he may be truly faid to have extended the 
Kimits of the art. After Rubens had made up his manner, he never 
looked out of himfelf for affiftance : there is confequently very little 
in his works, that appears to be taken from other mafters. If he has 
borrowed any thing, he has had the acdrefs to change and adapt it fo 
well to the reft of his work, that the theft is not difcoverable. 

“© Befide the excellency of Rubens in thefe general powers, he pof- 
fefled the true art of imitating. He faw the objecis of nature with a 
painter’s eye; he faw at once the predominant feature by which every 
object is known and diftinguifhed ; and as foon as feen, it was executed 
with a facility that is affonithing: aad let me ac@, this facility is toa 
painter, when he clofely examines a picture, a fource of great 
pleafure. How far this excellence may be perceived or felt, by thofe 
who are not painters, 1 know not: to them certainly it is not enough 
that objecis be truly reprefented ; they muft likewife be reprefented. 
with grace; which means here, that the work is done with facility, 
and without effort. Rubens was, perhaps, the greateft mafter in the 
mechanical part of the art, the beft workman with his tools, that ever 
exercifed a pencil. 

«© This past of the art, though it does not hold a rank with the 
powers of invention, of giving character and expreffion, has yet in it 
what may be called genius. It is certainly fomething that cannot be 
taught by words, though it may be learned by a frequeat examination 
of taofe pi€tures which poflefs this excellence. It is feit by very tew 
painters; and itis as rare at this time among the living patniers, as 
any of the higher excellencies of the art. 

«« This power, which Rubens poffefied in the higheft degree, enabled 
him to reprefent whatever he undertook beter than any other painter. 
His animals, particularly lions and horfes, are fo adintrable, that it 
may be faid they were never properly reprefented but by him. His 
portraus rank with the beit works of the painters who have made thaé 
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branch of the art the fole bufinefs of their lives; and of thofe he has 
left a great variety of {fpecimens. The fame may be faid of his land- 
fcapes ; and though Claude Lorrain finifhed more minutely, as becomes 
a profeflor in any particular branch, yet there is fuch an airinefs and 
facility in the land{capes of Rubens, that a painter would as foon with 
to be the author of them, as thofe of Clayde, or any other arcit 
whatever, 

«© The pictures of Rubens have this effect on the {petator, that he 
feels himfelf in no wife difpofed to pick out and dwell on his defeéts, 
The criticifms which are made on him are, indeed, often unreafonable. 
His ftyle ought no more to be blamed for not having the fublimity of 
Michael Angelo, than Ovid fhould be ceniured becaufe he is not like 
Virgil. ) 

However, it muft be acknowledged that he wanted many excellen- 
cies, which would have perfectly united with his ftyle. Among thofe 
we may reckon beauty in his female chara¢ters: fometimes indeed 
they make approaches to it; they are healthy and comely women, 
but feldom, if ever, poflefs any degree of elegance ; the fame may be 
faid of his young men and children: his old men have that fort of 
dignity which a bufhy beard will confer; but he never pofleiled a 
poetical conception of character, In his reprefentations dae higheft 
charaGters in the Chriftian or the fabulous world, inttead of fomething 
above humanity, which might fill the idea which is conceived of fuch 
beings, the fpeétator finds little more than mere mortals, fuch as he 
meets with every dav, 

© The incorre¢inefs of Rubens, in regard to his outline, oftence 
proceeds from hatte and careleffnefs, than from inability: there are, 
in his great works, to which he feems to have paid more particular at- 
tention, naked figures as eminent for their drawing as for their co- 
louring. He appears to have entertained a great abhorrence of the 
meagre dry manner of his predeceffors, the old German and Flemifh 
painters; to avoid which, he kept his outline large and flowing: this, 
carried to an extreme, produced that heavinefs which is fo frequently 
found in his figures, Another defect of this gteat painter is, his inat~ 
tentian to the foldings of his drapery, efpecially that of his womene 
it is fcarely ever caft with any choice or fkill. 

Carlo Maratti and Rubens are, in this refpect, in oppofite extremes 5 
one difcovers too much art in the difpofitions of drapery, and the 
other too little. Rubens’s drapery, beiides, is not properly-hittorical 5 
the quality of the ftuf of which it is compofed, is too accurately dif- 
tinguifhed ; refembling the manner of Paul Veronefe. ‘This drapery 
is lefs offenfive in Rubens than it would be in many other painters, as 
it partly contributes to that richnefs which is the peculiar charatter of 
his ftvle, which we do not pretend to fet forth as of the moft fimple 
and fublime kind. 

“© The difference of the manner of Rubens, from that of any other 
painter before him, is in nothing more diftinguifhable than in his co- 
louring, which is totally different from that of ‘Titian, Coreggio, or 
any of the great colourifts. ‘The effect of his pictures may be not 
Improperly compared to clufters of flowers; all his colours appear as 
Clear and as beautiful: at the fame time he has avoided that —— 
cite 
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effect which one would expect fuch gay colours to produce; in thig 
refpect refembling Barocci more than any other painter. What was 
faid of an ancient painter, may be applied to thofe two artifts—that 
their figures look as if they fed upon rofes. 

‘© Jt would be a curious ik a profitable ftudy for a painter, to 
examine the difference, and the caufe of that difference of effect in 
the works of Coreggio and Rubens, both excellent in different ways, 
The preference pect would be given according to the different 
habits of the connoiffeur : thofe who had received their firt impreffions 
from the works of Rubens, would cenfure Coreggio as heavy; and 
the admirers of Coreggio w ‘ould fay Rubens wanted folidity of effect. 
There is lightnefs, airinefs, and facility in Rubens, his advocates will 
urge, and comparatively a labor: ous heavinefs in Coreggio ; whofe 
admirers wil complain of Rubens’s manner being y carelets and unfinifh- 
ed, whilft the works of Coreggio are wrought to the higheft degree 
of delicacy : and what may be advanced in tavour of Coregeio’s 
breadth of light will by his cenfurers be called affected and pedantick. 
Ir muft be obferved that we are {peaking folely of the manner, the 
effect of the piciure; and we may conglude, according to the cuflom 
in pattoral poetry, by beftowing on each of thefe pluitrious painters a 
garland, without attributing fup eriority to either. 

To conclude, [ will venture to repeat in favour of Rubens, what 
I have betore faid in regard to the Dutch fchool y—that th ofe who 
cannot fee the extraordinary merit of this great painter, either have a 
narrow —. of the variety of art, or are led away by the 
affeciaiion of approving nothing but what comes from the Italian 
School.” P. ric. 





























» 
i" wy, . ey : 


nd 
CPP a # 
ne 


ue 


Since thefe volumes came into our hands, we have received, 
from the editor, fome additional corredtions of Errata, in the 
Lite of eae Of thefe, the moft important is that of 
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ee 


« apathy,” p. li. 1. 8, which ought to be ‘ antipathy.” We 
have not ¢ ifs overed that the publication ts, in general, at all 
defeClive in point of typographical correctnefs ; but we highly 


commend the care of the editor, in pointing but fuch errors as 
he has himfelt perceived. 












Art. II. hilofof hical bi gee of the Rayal Society of 
Lande IT, for the lear 17 97> Part /, 400. PP- 218, be- 


fides 26 of the Ap ppendix. 8s. Elinfly. 

TEN papers, befides the Meteorological Journal of the year 
1796, form the contents of this part of the Philofophical 

Tranfa&tions ; of which we fhall endeavour to give a concife 

idea in the following paragraphs; 
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I. The Croonian Leéture. In which [ome of the Morbid Ace 
tions of the ftraight Mufcles and Cornea of the ‘Eye are arr 
and their Treatment confidered. By tverard Home, Eg. FLR.S, 


This is the third annual leQure which the fame author has 
delivered to the Royal Society, on the fubject of vifion. The 
various modes of adjufting the eye for feeing objets at different 
diftances, were defcribed and examined in ‘the two former lec- 
tures. The prefent is divided into two parts ; in the firlt of 
which, the author confiders the effeéts which arife from a 
difeafed ftate of the mufcles, and other parts that are fubfer- 
vient to the motions necetlary for the above-mentioned adjuft- 
ment. Inthe fecond, he treats of the nature of the cornea, of 
fome of its difeafes, and of the mode of treatment. 

In the firft part, Mr. Home fays, * 

‘ That I may be underftood, in giving an account of the difeafes 
that arife from morbid a¢tions of the ftraight mufcles of the eye, it 
will be neceflary to explain the effects which their natural aétions are 
intended to produce ; for thefe are not confined to the feparate, or 
combined actions of the mufcles, but alfo vary according to the de- 
grees of their contraction. 

‘¢ The firft and moft fimple of thefe effeGs, is that of moving the 
eye- balls in different directions. 

The fecond is that of making the motions of the two eyes cor- 
eRe with fuch a degree of accuracy, that when an object is viewed 
with both eyes, the impreffions from the objeét fhall be made on cor- 
refponding parts of the retina of each eye. 

‘© ‘The third is that of deprefling the eye-balls laterally, which ren- 
ders the cornea more convex, and puthes forwards the cryftalline lens, 
to adjuft the eye to near diftances. 

«© Diftine vifion with two eyes depends upon thefe different ac- 
tions of the ftraight mufcles ; an imperfection in any one of them, as 
it renders the organ unfit to atone its functions, muft be confidered 
as a difeafe. 

‘© Three different difeafes occur in practice, which appear to arife 
from morbid aétions of the ftraight mufcles, ‘Thefe are an | inability 
to fee near objects diftinétly ; double vifion; and fquinting.” 


With refpect to the firft of thofe difeafes, he obferves, that 
as the action of the mufcles which adjuft the eye for viewing 
near objects, confifts in the greateft degree of contra@tion, and 
as this utmoft contraCtion of mufcles in general, cannot be 
eafily exerted in a ftate of difeafe ; therefore, in that difeafed 
fiate, the viewing of near objects diftinétly cannot be accom- 
piifhed without pain, and fometimes not at all. In confirma- 
tion of this obfervation, he relates fome cafes, in which muf- 
cles that belong to other parts of the body, having been difeafed 
by extraordinary exertions, were rendered incapable of per- 
forming fuch actions as require the greateft exertion ; though 
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they remained capable of performingall ethers. And, to the 
account of thofe cafes, he fubjoins the following pasagraph : 


‘¢ If then we confider the difeafe which canfes the inability to fe 
objects as a flrain wpon the mufcks, amd compase it with the fame 
diteafe in other mufcles, there will be no difliculty in. accounting for 
the bad effects produced by every thing that iritates, or weakens the 
parts themfelves, or the general habit: mt will follow, that fuch 2 
mode of prattice fhould be laid afide, and thofe means adopted, by 
which the parts can be foothed in their fenfations, and quicted and 
Senaionl m their aChons, fince m that way only the mufcular & 
bres can poflibly recover their tone.” 


The fecond difeafe of the eyes ; namely, that of double vi- 
fion, depends upon two diflinét circumflances ; it takes 
place, either when the mufeles of the eyes do not correfpond m 
their aélion, or when fome change has. happened im the re- 
fracting media of the eye; and in either cafe the images of 
objects do not fall on correfponding parts of the retina of both 
eyes. When the diforder arifes from the non-eorre {ponding 
action of the mufcles, and, of conrfe, not from an impesfec- 
tion of the organ itfelf; the application muft be diredted to 
that end ; namely, to the ftrengthening of the mufcles. 

With refpe& to the third difeafe, that of fquinting, this 
author oblerves, that the directions of the two eyes deviate 
from the proper axis of vifton fo much, as to render the ob- 
34 vilible to one eye only, and not to both at the fame ume ; 


and he has obferved, that, in fuch perfons as have a con- 
firmed fquint, one eye is always too imperfect to fee diftindtly ; 
hence the image formed in one eye being mnperiect, 


© Ht isin the effort to get sid of the confufed image, that the mef- 
tes aequire the habit of neglecting to ufe the imperteC eye. ft may 
alfo happen, when the eye is fo imperfeét as not to receive @ correct 
image of any object, that it may have been negleRed trom the begir- 
ning. Diftinct vifion being at once obtained by the perfect eye, he 
end is anfweréd, and the mind is never afterwards led to employ the 
other.” 

After a concife review of the different degrees of fquinting, 
this author remarks, that where fquinting arifes from an ab- 
folute imperfection in the eye, there can be no cure.” 

ss Where it arifes from weaknefs only in the fight of one eye, it 
may, in fome inilances, be got the better of ; but, to effect.the cure, 
shere is only one mode, which is, that of confining the perfon to the uf¢ 
of the weak eye, by covering the other ; in this way the mufcles, from 
conttant ufe, will become perfeét in the habit of directing the eye 
upon the object, gain ftrength in that action, and acquire a power oF 
adjutting the eye ; when thefe are eitablifhed in a fufficient degree, the 
ether eye may be fet at liberty. ‘The time that will be necetiary for 
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the cure, muft depend upor the degree of weaknels of the fight, and 
the Jength of time the maicles have been left co themfelves; tor it is 


wathdificulty they acquice an increafed degree of action, after having 
been Jong habituated to a more limited contraction.” 


In the fecond part, which treats of the nature of the cornea, 
&c. Mr. H. in agreement with many of the prefent teachers of 
anatomy, reckons the cornea amongtt the living parts of the 
human bedy, aad ke adduces reafous fufficient to prove the af- 
fertion, In fteuGlure and ule, the cornea bears great analogy 
sothe elaftic ligaments. <* [t has all the common properttes 
of ligaments, thofe of elafticity and tranfparency being fuper- 
ai ded.” 

The ref of the leGture is employed in fhowing, that, befides 
the {truGure and the ule, the fimilarity between the cornea 
and the elaitic ligaments extends likewife to the difeafes to 
which they are alike fubje&t ; which, of courfe, fuggelts a fi- 
milar treatment; aamely, that of Rimulating applications; a 
practice which, he oblerves, has been known, and has proved 
efficacious, during many centuries; that ts, from the age of 
Tobias, who, as is related in the Apocrypha, removed the 
whitenefs fram his father’s eyes, by applying the fimulating 
gall of a fith, to the prefent time. 


YW. Obferwations on Horizantal RefraGians, which affect the 
Appearance of TLerrefirial Objefs, and the Dip, or RS an of 
the Horizon of the Sea. By Joleph Huddart, Efg. F.R.S. p.29. 


In obferving the altitude of celeftial obje&s at fe, an al- 
lowance mult be made for what is called the dip, which means 
the ditterence between the real and the apparent horizon, and 
this varies in quantity according as the eye of the obferver hap- 
pens to be fituated nearer or further from the furface of the 
water. But it has been likewife obferved, that the Dip varies 
at different times, though the eye of the obferver be always fi- 
tuated at the fame height ; and this variation has been juftly 
attributed to the changeable refraction of the air in different 
itates of the atmofphere. Now the object of the prefent 
paper is to fhow, that certain appearances at fea cannot be 
explained upon a uniform variation of refraction ; but that 
they mutt depend upon fome particular law of nature. The 
2uthor, therefore, fuppofes that the denfity of the atmofphere, 
tnftead of inereafing as far down as the furface of the fea, 
mult decrezle trom fome diftance above it; and that the eva- 
poration ts the principal caufe which prevents that uniform in- 


crement of den{ity accarding to the general law of gravi- 
tation. 
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** Tam inclined,” fays he, ** to believe, though I mention it here 
as a conjeCture, that the difference of {pecific gravity, in the particles 
of the atmofphere, may be a principal agent in evaporation ; for the 
corpufcles of air, from their affinity with water, being combined at 
the furface of the fluid frony expaniion, form air fpecifically lighter 
than the drier atmo‘phere; and, therefore, float or rife from that 
principle, as fteam from water ; and, in their rifing (the furrounding 
corpufcles from the fame caufe imbibing a part of the moifture) be- 
come continually drier as they afcend, yet continue afcending until 
they become equally denfe with the air.” 


The author relates various obfervations made by himfelf at 
fea, and fubjoins the neceflary explanations. But, with refpe& 
to the peculiar nature of thofe obfervations, as alfo for his 
manner of reconciling them to the above-ftated theory, we 
muift refer our readers to the paper itfelf ; where both the ap- 
pearances, and the explanations, are illultrated by a plate, with 
fuitable diagrams. 

The conclufion of this inveftigation is by no means flatter- 
ing ; for the author, confidering the various and uncertain 
caufes which affe& the terreftrial refraction, is led to fufpe& 
that an adequate correction for it cannot be obtained. 


«« The effect,” fays he, ‘* indicated by the barometer and thermo. 
meter is infufficient: and fhould the hygrometer be improved to fix a 
ftandard for moifture in the atmo!phere, and fhow the variations near 
the furface of the ocean, which certainly muft be taken into the ac- 
count (evaporation going on quicker in a dry than a moift atmofphere) 
the theory might {till be incomplete for correéting the tables of the 
Dip. I fhall, therefore, conclude this paper, by fhewing a method I 
ufed in praétice, in order to obviate this error, in low latitudes, 

*«* When I was deftrous to attain more accurately the latitude of 
any head-land, &c. in fight, I frequently obferved the angular diftances 
of the fun’s neareft limb from the horizons, upon the meridian both 
north and fouth, beginning a few minutes before noon, and taking al- 
ternately the obfervations each way, from the poop, or fome conve- 
nient part of the fhip, where the fun and the horizon, both north and 
fouth, were not interrupied ; and having found the greateft and leaft 
diftances from the refpective horizons, which was at the fun’s pafling 
the meridian, and correéted both for refraétion, by fubtracting from 
the leaft, and adding to the greateft altitude the quantity given by the 
table; and alfo having coriected for the error of the inftrument, and 
the fun’s femi-diameter ; the fum of thefe two angular diftances, re- 
duced as above—1 80°, is equal to double the Dip.” 


III. Recherches fur les principaux Problemes de l’Afironomie 
Nautigue. Par Don Jofef de Mendozay Rios, F. R.S. p.43- 

This long paper, which isin the French language, is divided 
into two parts, the firft of which contains the problems that 


relate to the determination of the latitude of a vetlel at fea, by 
means 
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means of twoaltitudes of the fun ; and likewife the computa 
tion of the horary angle of a ftar from its obferved altitude, 
together with that of the height, from the horary angle. And 
the fecond part treats of the method of determining the true, 
from the obferved apparent diftance of the moon from the hari, 
or from 2 {tar, for the purpofe of calculating the longitude of a 
{hip at fea. 

The author examines thofe problems in a general manner, 
and gives not only the direct folutions ; but alfo the methods 
of approximati on, under fuch general formulas as may be 
applicable to all the variety of cafes ; and to this, he adds an 
appendix, containing {ix examples illuftrative of the above- 
inentioned problems. 

This elaborate paper is followed by an extra@ of a letter 
from Henry Cavendith, Efq. to the author, containing an im- 
provement on the method of reducing the lunar diftances. 


IV. On the Nature of the Diamond. By Smithfon Ten- 
nant, Efq. P. 123. 


The combuttible nature of the diamond, which, from two 
very different properties, was fufpeéted, by Boetius, and by 
Newton, was not many years ago proved by a@tual experi- 
ment; and it was found, that though the diamond is capable 
of refitting the moft intenfe heat, which human art ever ap- 
plied to it, when the air is aétually excluded from it ; yet that, 
with a fuflicient quantity of refpirable air, the heat of ho €X- 
traordinary furnace would burn and confume a diamond, as if 
it were a piece of charcoal. Mr. Lavoificr, by means of a 
Jarge burning glafs, confumed a diamond in a quantity of air 
that was confined ina glafs vellel ; and he found, that the 
contined air had thereby been partly converted into fixed air, 
which indicated a ftrong refemblance of the diamond to char- 
coal. The author of the paper now under our confideration, 
advances one ftep further, and afferts, that the diamond is 
nothing more than cryftallized charcoal, and he eftablifhes his, 
affertion, on the refult of the following experiment. Two 
grains and a half of fmall diamonds, and a quarter of an ounce 
of nitre, were put in a tube of gold, having one end clofed, 
and having a glafs tube fitted to its other extremity. The 
tube was then kept in a degree of heat fufficient to burn the 
diamonds, which, when nitre is ufed, needs not be very great, 
for about an hour anda half. The refiduum was found ta 
confilt of nitre partly decompofed, and of aerated alkali ; the 
alkali of the decompofed nitre having imbibed the fixed air of 
the diamonds, which had themfelves difappeared, 
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The author then endeavoured, by means of a circuitous 
chemical procefs, to afcertain the quantity of fixed air, which 
had thus been feparated from the diamonds, and imbibed by 
the alkali ; and found this quantity to:be nearly equal to that 
which a piece of charcoal, equal in weight to the diamonds 
that were confumed, would yield by combuftion in refpirable 
air. 

Without meaning to detract from the author’s ingenuity in 
this inveftigation, we could wifh that the produce of the com- 
buftion of diamonds might be tried and afcertained in a 
{impler, larger, and, of courfe, a more conclufive way. 


V. A Supplement to the Meafures of Trees, printed in the 
Philofophical Tranfa@tions for 1759. By Robert Marfham, 
Efg. F.R.S. P. 128. 


This fhort paper contains fome remarks concerning the 
growth of trees; the principal of which is, that tranfplanted 
trees grow larger in the fame length of time, than thofe which 
grow from the feed in the fame place; ‘* hente it is better to 
plant a grove, than to raife one from the feed. ‘The expence 
of planting is inconfiderable, and the planted trees are full as 
good and handfome ; and many years are faved, befides the 
extra growth of planted trees.” 

The paper ends with a table of the aggregate increafe in 
circumference of different trees, divided into tenths of inches 
of their annual growth. 


VI. On the perisdical Changes of Brightnefs of two fixed Stars. 
By Edward Pigott, Efq. P. 133. 


‘Mr. Pigott adds two more ftars to the number of thofe, 
whofe brightnefs changes periodically. ‘The firft of thofe 
{tars is in Sobrefki’s Shield, about one degree diftant from 
the ftar marked with the letter /, in that conffellation. Its 
mean right afcenfion in time, is 18h 36 38’ 5, and its decli- 
nation is §° 56’ fouth. Its brightnefs varies from that of the 
sth magnitude, to that of about the 7th; and the period of its 
variation ts, from a mean of four obferved periods, 623 days, as 
nearly as can be determined, 


** For,” fays the author, ‘* while Iam now writing, in the month 
of Augatt, its changes feem different from thofe of the four preceding 

tiods; and how thefe perturbations will terminate, cannot be fettled 
in the prefent account, as I mean here to conclude it.” 


The other variable ftar isin the Northern Crown. Its mean 
right afcenfion in time is 15h 40° 114° 4, and its declination 
23° 49°30” north. 
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*¢ In fix weeks it had increafed to its full brightnefs, the middle 
time of which was Auguft 11,1795. At its full brightnefs it was of 
the 6-7th magnitude, and remained the fame-without any perceptible 
alteration for about three weeks and a half in decreafing to the g-10th 
magnitude, and difappeared a few days after. Having reappeared in 
the following April, 1796, it was, on the 7th of May, again of the 
g-1oth magnitude, and mcreafing nearly in a fimilar manner as on the 
zoth of June the preceding year; which completes all its changes, 
and gives a period of ten months and a half.” 


But this period is fubject to great unfteadinefs; more fo, this 
writer thinks, than any of the other variable ftars, whofe pe- 
riods have been afcertained ; 


* For,” fays he, ‘* having increafed as before with tolerable reou- 
larity, till it attained the 7-8th magnitude, it then kept wavering be- 
tween thofe magnitudes, and is ftill fo at the prefent time ( Auguft) that 
Tam clofing my account of it.” 


This paper is accompanied with a plate, in which the ftars 
contiguous to the above-mentioned variable ftars, are accu- 
rately delineated for the affiftance of future obfervers. } 


VII. Experiments and Obfervations, made with the View of 
afcertaining the Nature of the Gaz, produced by paffing Electric 
Difcharges through Water. By George Pearfon, M. D. F.R.S. 
P. 142. 


A letter of Meffrs. Paets Van Trooftwyk, and Deiman, 
containing fome remarkable experiments concerning the con- 
verfion of water into an explofive aerial fluid, by means of 
electrical difcharges, and, wtce verfa, the converfion of this 
aerial fluid into water, was originally publifhed in the ‘Yournal 
de Phyftque, for Nov. 1789 ; and an Englifh tranflation of it 
was afterwards publifhed in London. 

Dr. Pearfon having repeated, varied, and analyzed thefe ex- 
periments, gives an account of this inveftigation in the prefent 
paper. After enumerating the difficulties which attend the per- 
formance of thofe experiments, and fuch particulars as may 
enfure fuccefs, he proceeds to defcribe the principal experi- 
ments out of a great number, which he had performed in the 
courfe of about two years ; and this defcription is illuftrated 
by a delineation of the apparatus, in one plate, 

The limits of ‘our publication not admitting the infertion of 
an abitra&t of thofe. experiments, which could not be done 
with fufticient concifenefs and perfpicuity, we {hall only fubjoin 
the author's fair and judicious conclufions, which are as 
tollows : m3 

Uiu ' “+ Ths 
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«* The mere concuffion by the electric difcharges, feems to extricate 
not only the air diffolved in water, which can be feparated from it by 
boiling and the air-pump, but alfo that which remains in water, nom 
withftanding thefe means of extricating it have been employed, 

** The quantity of this‘air varies in the fame, and in different was 
ters, according to circumftances. New-River water, from the ciftern, 
_ one fitth of its bulk of air, when placed under the receiver of 

r. Cuthbertfon's moft powépful air-pomp ; but, in the fame fituation, 
New-River water taken from a tub, expofed to the atmofphere for g 
long time, yielded its own bulk of air, Hence the gaa produced 
by the firft one, two, or even three hundred ‘explofions in water, con. 
taining its natural quantity of air, is diminifhed very little by an elec. 


tric = 

** The gaz or air, thus feparable from water, like atmofpherical air, 
confifts of oxygen aud nitrogen, or azotic gaz; which may be ia 
exactly the fame proportions as in atmofpherical air, for the water ma 
Fetain one kind of gaz more tenacioufly than the other ; and, on this 
account, the air feparated may be better or wor‘e than atmofpherical 
air, in different periods of the procefs for extricating it. 

«* The nature of the gaz, which inftantly difappears on paffing 
through it an eleétric fpark, is fhewn by . 

“« (a) This very property of thus diminifhing ; and by the follow- 
ing properties : 

“* th) A certain quantity of nitrous gaz inftantly difappeared, ap- 
parently compofing mitrous acid, on being added to the gaz (a) ; oxy- 

ngaz being added 2o the refidue after faturation with nitrous gaz, 
and an eleétric fpark being applied to the mixture of gazes, well dned, 
a confiderable diminution immediately took place, and water was pro- 
duced. 

** (c) Combuftion from hydrogen and oxygen gaz took, place, 
when the tube was about three fourths full of gaz; which was coo- 
firmed by paffing an electrical difcharge, under the fame circumftances, 
through a mixture of hydrogen and oxygen gaz. 

«« (d) Combuftion from hydrogen and oxygen gaz. took place, 
when the points of the compafles were accidentally applied to the part 
of the tube containing gaz; which was confirmed by paffing a dif- 
charge, under the fame circumftances, througha mixture of hydrogen 
= oxygen gaz, while the points of the compaffes were applied to the 
tube. 

*s (e) The obfervations made of the ee of gaz .in foal 
quantities, from time to time, during the procefs of obtaining it, pat 
ticularly while it was afcending in chains of bubbles, or was adhering 
to the funnel of the tube, confirm the evidence in favour of this gaa 

being hydrogen and oxygen gaz. 

e he evidence contained under the heads (a) (e), confidered fingly 
and conjundtively, I apprehend, muft be admitted by the moft rigorous 
reafoner, to be demonftrative that hydrogen and oxygen gaz, wet 
produced by pafling electric difcharges through water, 

«« With regard to the origin and mode of production of thefe two 
gazes, our prefent obfervations and experiments do not afford com- 


lete demonftrative evidence ; but, although fome hypothefes mutt be 
plete rative ; bu ug ypo Probe 
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admitted, I conceive, that the body of evidence we poffefs, can afford 
a fatisfatory interpretation of the phenomena.” 


VIII. An experimental Inquiry concerning Animal Impregna- 
tion, By John Haighton, M.D. P. 159. 


After taking notice of the difficulties which have always ob- 
ftruéted the inveltigation of this ob{trufe fubje&, Dr. Haighton 
lays down the facts, which the experiments of other phyfiolo- 
gifts, and efpecially thofe of De Graaf, have afcertained con- 
cerning animal impregnation. He then proceeds to relate his 
own experiments and obfervations, which were made for the 

rpofe of inveftigating the proximate caufe of impregnation, 
and divides the paper into three feétions; viz. ‘* 1ft, What 
are the evidences of impregnation? 2ndly, What is the proxi- 
mate caufe of impregnation? And, 3dly, Undér what form do 
the rudiments of the foetus pafs from the ovary to the uterus ?”” 

In the firft fe&tion, after the reeital of fome experiments 
made upon rabbits, he concludes with the following obfer- 
vation : 


«© Which is, that in the great variety of experiments on brute 
thimals, which my phyfiological inquiries have led me to condué, as 
well as in the extenfive opportunities I have had of obferving the 
ovaries in the haman fubjeét, 1 have never feen a recently formed 
corpus luteum, unattended with fome circumftance ‘or other, connett- 
ing it very evidently with impregnation. I have more than once 
feen a recently formed corpus luteum in the human fubject, without a 
fetus. Nay, even in a fubject, where there has been a kind of hymen ; 
but the uterus, in thefe cafes, has borne the marks of an early and re- 
cent abortien.”’ 


In the fecond feétion, the author examines the opinions of 
the principal phyfiologifts, fuch as Morgagni, Roefel, Swam- 
merdam, Spalanzani, &c. and then relates fome of his own 
experiments, which enable him to make the following deduc- 
tions : 


“ 4, The femen, by its prefence, ftimulates either the vagina, os 
ateri, cavity of the uterus, or all of them. 

‘* 2,. The impreflion made on thefe, is propagated to the ovaries, 
by confent of parts. j 

** 3. One or more of the ovarian veficles enlarges, projets, burfts, 
and difcharges its contents. ba: Res Rae 

«4, During this procefs in the ovary, the tube is yndergoing @ 
flate of preparation, for the purpofe of embracing the ovary, and 
receiving the rudiments of the foetus. “ae eer g 

“5. This preparation confifts in part of an increafed turgefcence 
of its veffels, and a confequent enlargement of its fimbriated’ extre- 
mity, When thus puepared . 


© 6, After 


, it approachey the ovary, 6 Langton 
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‘* 6, After the tube has performed its office, by a periftaltic motion, 
commencing at the fimbria, and terminating at the uterus, it gradually 
returns to its former fituation and condition. 

‘** 7. While thefe different ations are going on in the appenda 

: pendages 
of the uterus, others, not lefs important to the defign of nature, are 
inftituted in the uterus itfelf: for the tunica decidua, where it is obvi. 
ous, is formed ready to fecure firmnefs of connexion, between the 
tender ovum and internal furface of the uterus, until a proper attach. 
ment, by means of placenta, can be effected. 

‘¢ 8, By way of guarding, with additional fecurity, againft a pre. 
mature efcape of the ovum, an apparatus, feated in the neck and mouth 
of the womb,, now begins to ares its real ftructure, and perform 
its proper a¢tion, confifting in the fecretion of a mucus-like fubftance, 
fufficient in quantity to fill completely the whole length of the neck, 
and by that means, to feal up the communication between the cavity of 
the uterus and vagina, 

*«* g. Nor does the care of nature, for the prefervation of the new 
animal, terminate here ; for while fhe is, by various means, forming, 
and perfecting her work, at leaft, as far as comes within the province 
of the uterine fyftem,. fhe is, at the fame time, making preparation for 
its nourifhment after birth, by inftituting the proper fecretion of the 
breafts.”” 


In the laft feétion, the author briefly examines the opinions 
of De Graaf, Valifneri, and Haller, to which he fubjoins the 
refult of his own obfervations ; which is, that before the fixth 
day, no diftinétion of parts is to be obfarved in the ovum of 
the rabbit ; . 


« But,” fays he, * after this time, the fubftance has. fignnefs 
fufficient to adinit of prefervation in fpirits. 

‘* This acquifition of figure, does not depend fo much on a differ- 
ence of confiftence, as on the formation of membranes inclofing this : 
fubftance. ‘Thefe membranes, when in a more advanced ftate of for- 
mation, are known by the names of chorion and amnios.. The produtt of 
conception being arrived at this ftage, may, with fome propriety, be 
called an ovum, as it has acquired a determined figure ; but the differ- 
ent conftituent parts of it are not apparent at this early period ; on the. 
tenth day, in the rabbit, an opaque fpot is feen in this ovum, which 
increafing daily in its bulk, progreffively manifefts the formation of 
the foetus.” 


Upon the whole, it may be obferved, that-the light whiclr 
this paper throws on the fubjeét, extends no farther than an 
enumeration of appearances in the. various ftates of impreg- 
nation: but that the immediate caufe of conception, the nature 
of thé dim fpeck, which is afterwards unfolded into a perfect 
animal, and the mechanifm. of its fucceflive changes, are, not- 
withftanding this author’s. ftrenuous excstions, {till to be 
reckoned amongft the arcana of -natare. | 

253A. .O *' IX. Exe 
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{X. Experiments, in which, on the Third Day after Impreg- 
ation, the Ova of Rabbits were found in the Fallopian Tubes ; 
ind, on the Fourth Day after Impregnation, in the Uterus itfelf : 


luith the Firft Appearances of the Foetus. By William Cruik- 
hank, Efq. P. 197. 


“ This paper contains an account of twenty-nine experiments, 
made by the author; on rabbits; the refult of which, warrants 
the following general conclufions: | 


«© 1, The ovum is formed in, and comes out of the ovarium after 
conception. 


«* 2, It paffes down the fallopian tube, and is fome days in coming 
through it. : 


«« 3. It is fometimes detained in the fallopian tube, and prevented 
from getting into the uterus. 


«* 4, De Graaf faw one ovum onlyin the fallopian tube. I faw 
thirteen in one inftance, five in another, feven in another, and three 
in another, in all twenty-eight. 


“s 35° The ovum comes into the uterus on the fourth day. 


« 6. De Graaf did not fee the foctus ull the tenth day ; I faw it 
en the eighth. 


«7, Thefe experiments explain what is feen in the human female,”’ 


A plate is annexed to this paper, which.exhibits the ova in 
different {tates and fituations ; the foetus when it firlt becomes 
vifible, as alfo in a more advanced {tate ; a fallopian tube, with 
the ovarium, and a corpus luteum. 


Xx. Letter from Sir Benjamin Thompfon, Knt. Count of 
Rumford, F, R. 8. to the Right. Hon. Sir Fofeph Banks, Bart, - 
K. B. P. R.S. announcing a Donation to the Royal Society, far 

the Purpofe of inftituting a Prize Medal. P. 215. ° 


Though this letter cannot be reckoned among the philofo- | 
phical papers, it may, neverthelefs, be with propriety called a 
valuable communication. It announces the donation of one 
thoufand pounds in the three per cent. Confolidated Bank 
Annuities, from Count Rumford to the Royal Society, for the 
purpofe of inftituting a biennial prize. medal; viz. that the 
collected intereft of it be given ance, every fecond year, as a 
premium to the author of the moft important difcovery made 
during the two preceding ycars, on heat, or on light. TheCount 
leaves it to the Prefident and Council of the R. S. to fettle the 
formalities, and to judge of the _ of the candidates ; ‘bit 
with refpect to the prize itfelf, he*requelts that the premium be 
given in two medals, {truck in the famedie, the one of gold, 
and the other of filver;.and of fuch dimentions, that both of 
them together, may be juft equal in intrinfic value, to fixty 
pounds, which is the amount of the intereft of one thoufand 


pounds 
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pounds for two years. The Society accepted the donatiuf, 
and agceded to the conditions. 






Meteorclogical Fournal, kept at the Apartments of the Reyal So 
ciety, by Order of the Prefident and Council. 


f 

This meteorological journal is placed as an appendix, at the 
end of the volume. It confifts, as ufual, of eleven colomns,; 
viz. the 1ft, for the days of the month ; the and, for the 

reateft and leaft heights of Mr. Six’s thermometer; . the 3d, 
isis the time of obfervation, which is twice a day, viz. at 
feven or eight o’clock in the morning, and at two in the after- 
noon ; the 4th, is for the thermometer without ; the 5th, for 
the thermometer within ; the 6th, for the height of the baro. 
meter ; the 7th, for the hygrometer; the 8th, for the rain; 
the gth, and roth, for the dire€tion-and force of the wind; 
and the 11th, for the weather. 

From this journal it appears, that, during the year 1796, the 
mean height of the thermometer, withott dodrs, was 50° 5 ; 
the mean height of the barometer was 29,89 inches ; the mean 
height of the hygrometer was 74° 6; and the quantity .of 
rain which fell through the whole year, was 14,779 inches, 
which is lefs than that of the preceding year. Put the greateft 
height of the thermometer, was obferved at two o’clock on 
the 22d of Auguft ; it amounted to 80° : its leaft height was 
obferved on the 25th of December, at 8 o’clock in the morn- 
ing, and it was 5°. The leaft height of the barometer was 
28,94 inches, which took place on the 30th of May ; and its 
greateft height, 30,55 inches, was obferved on the a5th and 
26th of O&tober. 
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Art. II]. Poems, by Thomas Hoccleve, never before printed ; 
feleéted from a MS. in the Poffeffion of George Mafon. With 
a Preface, Notes, and Gloffary, 4to. 114 pp. 6s. 6d. 
Leigh and Sotheby. 1796. . 


THE prefent age, diftinguifhed by a fondnefs for the produc» 
tions of our early poets, has given the higheft encourage- 
ment to every attempt for recovering and reftoring whatever 
remains of ancient genius. Of this fondnefs, a very unfair 
advantage has been taken; and we need not remind our readers 
of the fpurious compofitions, which, under ancient names, 
real or fictitious, have been palmed upon the public. It gave 


us, therefore, peculiar pleafure to fee a volume publifhed, con- 
. taining 
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taining antique poems never before printed, not of an imagi- 
nary, but real bard. 

' Tuomas Hoccreve* (or, as he has been more ufually 
named, OcCLEVE) has been called the feholar or difciple of 
Chaucer; for, having attained the age of thirtyt, at the death 
of that great poet, he lamented his lofs in fome very pathetic 
jines, introduced into the Prologue to along poem of his, De 
Regimine. Principum, wherein he calls him his ‘ mayfter,” 
whom, however, it mutt be confeffed, he follows ‘* Hlaud paf- 


fibus equis. For, after the earneft and excufable attempts of 


the editor, to vindicate and defend his favourite, an impartial 
judgment muft fubfcribe' to the fentence paffed upon him by 

artont, that, confidered as a poet, Hoccleve is, upon the 
whole, but a feeble writer§.. Nor will the prefent publication 
afford much reafon to alter this opinion ; although the Invo- 
cation of Health, which flands firft in the volume, is rather 
fpirited. We have here only fix poems, ** felected out of 
feventeen, which make the whole of a MS. in the editor’s 
pofieifion ;” that came “ into his hands at the well-known 
auGion of Dr. Afkew’s MSS. in ry85.” 

Of the whole feventeen, the editor gives a fhort account, in 
his Preface. The fix poems here printed have moft of them 
French titles, to the following purport : 

lL. The Mifrule of T. Hoccleve ; in ftanzas of eight 
lines, 448 verfes. 

II. The Baladand Song to Mayfter H. Somer, when he 
was Under-Treafiiter. The balad is in ftanzas of eight lines, 
and is followed by a fong, or ‘rowndel, of fourteen lines ; in 
al] 46 verfes. 

iII. A Balad, fent by the Court of Good Company to his 
Honour Sir Henry Somer, Chancelor of the Exchequer, and 


a -_ 





* So his name is {pelt in the editor’s MS. wherever this poet {peaks 
of himfelf. 

t The prefent editor thinks, that Hoccleve was moft probably born 
about the year 1370, and concurs with ‘Tanner, in fuppofing that he 
died in 1454 (pp. 1, 4). 

; Hitt. of Eng, Poets, II. 38. 

_§ In oppofition to Warton’s, this editor quotes the opinion of Wil- 
liam Brown, an eafly paftoral writer ; who fays, Hoccleve drank 

** Deeply, as did ever one 

In the Mufe’s Helicon.” 


But we know how cheaply praifes of this fort are beftowed ; and 
Brown's decifion will not acquire much weigit from an encomium on 


the ** harmony” of our poet’s numbers, produced at the end of this 
sc] y poe P 
one 
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one of the faid Court. In ftanzas of eight lines; 7 
verfes. 

[V. To the King [fuppofed Henry V.| In ftanzas of 
eight lines ; 24 verfes. 

V. A. de B. C. de D. &c. [the names of the poet’s cre. 
ditors|. It is an addrefs to. Carpenter, Bifhop of Worcefter, 
then in fome great office, to procure him protedtion till he can 
pay them. Four ftanzas of eight lines ; 24 verfes, 

VI, Has no title, but is addrefled to Richard, Duke of 
York, father of King Edward 1V. . In eight ftanzas of nine 
lines; 72 verfes. 

The whole, we fee, are but 688 lines, of, a poet who was 
very voluminous. ‘Ihefe relate entirely to the author’s private 
life, and perfonal character: yet, as they afford a good fpeci- 
men of the language and verfification which prevailed in the 
days immediately fubfequent to Chaucer, and add fomething 
to our knowledge of the habits of Jifeand manners of the time, 
this fmall volume would not have been tnacceptable to the 
antiquary and critic, had the mode of publication been fuch, 
as ought to have been expected from a faithful or judicious 
editor, 

Here too the road was f> plain and eafy, that we wonder 
how it could poflibly be miftaken. Where there are many ma- 
nufcript copies of a work to be collated, or various editions to 
be compared, each, perhaps, abounding with numerous cot- 
ruptions, an editor may not always be fuccefsful in fele&ting 
the moft approved readings, or be able to fatisfy a very exad 
critical expetation. But, in the prefent cafe, there was only 
one manuf{cript, and that written near the author’s time; and 
fo very correét, that it had nearly all the merit of an auto- 
graph. Yet, {trange to tell, the author’s text is here exhibited 
with fuch ftrange diftortions, and ftudied innovations, as mutt 
yank the book among the moft unfaithful editions of any of our 
ancient poets, Thisis the more inexcufable, as the editor had 
before his eyes, and (as appears from his Gloflary) conftantly 
in his hands, that excellent model, Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, 
publithed by A/r. Tyrwhitt, whofe learning, genius, taite, and 
judgment, added to his great fidelity and correétnefs, have ren- 
dered that book a perfeét ftandard by which to judge of the 
merit of fimilar publications. Mr. Tyrwhitt pronounced 
Urrv’s edition of Chaucer the very worlt that was ever 
publifhed of that poet ; becaufe having formed to himfelf an 
hypothefis concerning Chaucer’s vertification, he felected out 
of all the copies, every where, fuch lines as fuited bis own fy{- 
tem : but what would he have faid, if Urry had alfo, in his 

edition, diftorted and disjointed the feveral fyllables of the 
very 












































— —S PP 


“— oe ee f 


7: oO mm 


Hoccleve’s Poems, by G. Mafon. 605 


very words of the text, in order to adapt them to his own 
theory. ‘This is precifely what the prefent editor has done in 
thefe poems of Hoccleve, which are printed unlike any thing 
that was ever before prefented to the world. 

Having laid it down as a poftulatum not to be difputed, that 
Hoccleve’s metre was precifely the modern verfification of ten 
fyllables, and that he, the editor, had the fure key to it, hehas, 
aA, 5 divided the words in fuch a manner, as to make 
every line produce, or exhibit, that precife number of fyllables ; 
and, having formed to himfelf a Procruftes’s bed, he {tretches 
out, by fubdivifion, or reduces, by contraétion, every verfe 
to the propofed extenfion. By this operation the fame word 
is, in one verfe, a monofyllable, and in another a diflyllable ; 
nay, fometimes both in the fame fentence, and even the fame 
line. 

Thus we have ‘‘ tonge”, a monofyllable, in v. 211, and 
certainly right, becaufe afcertained by the rhyme; but, in 
v. 265, it is printed ** ton-ge”, a diflyllable, to fuit his hypo- 
thefis. So is ‘‘ trouthe”’, in v. 286, and ** trou-the” in v. 283; 
« herte’, in v. 135, and ‘ her-te” v. 134,136; ‘* tyme” 
Vv. 243, and ‘ ty-me” v. 325; ‘* fonne” II. v. 34, 39) 45> 
and ‘* fon-ne” II.v. 1,63 * our” II[. v. 51, and ‘* ou-re” 
III. v. 53, &c. &. Nay, we have ‘* lyte and ly-te” v. 92; 
an old proverbial expreffion for ‘* little and little ;” as if we 
could poffibly fuppofe, that any mouth could, in one and the 
fame breath, pronounce one and the fame word in two different 
modes, Thefe inftances are given out of innumerable others 
of the fame kind, which occur in every page ; but in thefe the 
editor generally avails himfelf of the finale, which the old ortho- 
graphy fo liberally, and beyond doubt redundantly, added to 
the termination of words and fyllables ; but even thefe failing, 
he fcruples not to add the final e himfelf, and to coin a dif- 
fyllable for his purpofe. Of this we have a remarkable inftance 
in the word ¢ all”, which happens to occur no where in the 
MS. with the final ¢, and has, in every poet, from the very 
Saxon times, been ufed only as a monofyllable, being exprefsly 
given as fuch by Hoccleve; fee ‘ al” v. 32, and p. 60, v. § 5 
and * all” v.77, where it rhymes to *¢ fall” and *¢ call”, &c, 
Yet, to extend the verfe to ten fyllables, he adds himfelf a 
final ¢, and prints it * al-le”, in v. 4, and v. 447. 

But he makes elfewhere ample amends, by condenfing, into 
monofyllables, the following words, notorioufly of two fyl- 
lables, viz. ** herkne” v. 263 (fee his note); ‘** hindre” v. 353; 
‘‘lucre” v. 365 ; ‘ people” v. 228, 276; “* reckne” No. V. 
v.12; “ fimple” v. 424; and “ fuffre” v. 151 (fee the note) 
‘ fouffre” v. 288 (though he himfelf elfewhere allows the laft 
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to be diffyllables. See “ fuffre” No. V. v. 28; and ** fouffre” 
No. VI. v. 20, &c.) Thefe, however, being generally fol. 
lowed by the open vowels, afford him fome pretence for fuch 
diftortion ; but, in No. V. v.1, we have * mailtr’ carpen- 
ter”, in which ‘ mai(tre” is, forcibly, made a monofyllable, 
though followed by a confonant. Nay, we have, in p. 8o, 
even three fyliables iqueezed into a monofyllable, to be pro- 
nounced ** thordr’, although, in the note, it is confeffed to be 
“«« the ordre, in the MS. but metre requires the contraé@tion.” 
That is, the editor’s hypothefis fo requires it. Yet nothing, 
but the moit blind adherence to fuch hypothefis, could have 
prevented him from feeing, from the very firft, that fuch was 
not the metre of Hoccleve, otherwife fuch violent diftortions 
could not have been neceffary ; and that, by thefe mechanical 
operations, any profe line of the editor’s own, might be formed 
into as good metre. Take, for example, the above words of 
his own note, printed exaétly in the fame manner : 


** But metr’ requi-res thé contrac-ti-on.” 


The truth is, our earlieft poets, and efpecially this author, 
Hoccleve, had not formed their metre into fuch exact verfifi- 
cation asa corrc& ear now requires ; but were content to have 
a line fometimes redundant, and fometimes deficient, in a fyl- 
Jable or fo: and for this we have the pofitive authority of 
Hoccleve himfelf, who, in a kind of apology to ‘* that worthy 
Prince Edward (afterwards King Edward the Fourth) con- 
feffes that he is often guilty of ‘* meetring amis.” (P. 80.) 

We hope to be excufed for defcending to this minutenefs, 
being defirous, by the fulleft difplay of its futility, to explode 
a mode of publication, which cannot be too ftrongly cenfured, 
as it tends to corrupt the text of all our ancient poets ; and if, 
in this inflance, it had been connived at, every puny editor 
might have been encouraged to twift and diftort, to fome fa- 
vourite fyftem, whatever compofitions he undertook to repub- 
lifh. At the fame time, we declare, that if the errors we have 
expofed, had been confined to the ** Effay on Hoccleve’s Ver- 
fification,” and not introduced into the text itfelf, we fhould 
have left them to the private cenfure of every judicious reader. 

From the poet himfelf, it may be expe€ted we fhould now 

ive a few extra&ts, The firft piece here printed, is intitled 

e Mare Recte, (or Mifrule) pe T. Hoccreve: being 
a very full confeffion of the author’s various indifcretions in 
the conduct of his life; which having brought on poverty and 
difeafe, is not improperly thus addreffed to HEALTH : (this 
will alfo fhow the editor’s mode of printing the text.) 


“« O pre- 
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«¢ O precious trefor incomparable, 
O ground and roo-te of profperitee, 
O excellent richef-fe commendable 
Aboven al-le that in ecer-the be, 

Who may fuftee-ne thyn adverfitee* ? 
What wight may him avante of worldly welthe, 

But if he fully ftand in grace of thee, 

Eerthely god, piler of lyf, thou helthe ? 

Whil thy pow-ér and excellent vigour 

{ As was plefant unto thy worthynefle) is 
Regned in me, and was my governour, 

Than was I wel; tho felt I no dureffet, 

Tho farfid was I with hertes gladneéffe ; 

And now my bedy empty is, and bare 

Of joie, and full of feekly hevyneffe, 

Al poore of efe, and rych of evel fare.” I¢ 


We cannot help here remarking, in this extract, from an 
ancient MS. apparently written near the author’s time, how 
near the orthography approaches to the prefent ftandard ; -artd 
if compared with the orthography in the poems attributed to 
Rowley, and even the late pretended autographs of Shakfpeare, 
the difference is very remarkable, between the modeft fimpli- 
city of the former, and the uncouth and overcharged extrava- 
gance of thefe. 

In the enumeration of his follies, Hoccleve, like Rouffeau, 
appears to be under no referve in difclofing any traits of his 
character, however difgraceful; fuch as cowardice, for in- 
ftance, which we may wonder that, in fo martial an age, he 
fhould thus freely confefs in the following paflage. Speaking 
of the evils in frequenting taverns, he fays, (p. 39) 

‘¢ Of him, that hauntith taverne of cuftame, 

In fhor-te wordes the profyt is this 

In double wyfe; his bagge it fhal confume, 

And make his ton-ge fpeke of folk amis : 

For in the cup-pe feldent founden is, 165 
That any wight his neigheburgh commendith, 
Beholde and fee, what avantage is his, 

That God, his freend, and eek him felf offendith. 
But oon avantage in this cafe I have: 

I was fo ferd with any man to fighte, 

Cloos kepte I me ; no man durfte I deprave 

But rowningly : I {pake no thyng on highte: 





* In the foregoing paflage, v.5, adverfitee, is interpreted by the 
editor, ‘* adverfe influence.” In fome of the following, we fhall not 
confine ourfelves to his Gloffes. 

+ V. 12, durefe, hardthip; v. 13, ¢ho, then; ib, farfid, ftuffed ; 
v, tS fee fickly. 

t , 165, felden, feldom, 
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And yit my wil was good, if that I mighte — 
For lettynge of my manly cowardyfe, 

That ay of ftrokes impreflid the wighte < 175 
So that 1 durf-te rhedlen in no wyfe*. 


We fhall now give a {pecimen of the moral inftrudtion, 
occafionally interfperfed in this poem. The following con- 
tains yood advice to great perfonages. 


«* Al be it that my yeeres be but yonge, 

Yet have I feen in folk of hy degree, 

How that the venym of Faveles tonge 216 
Hath mortifi-ed hir profperitee, 

And brought hem in fo frarp adverfitee, 

That it hir lyf hath alfo throwe adoun : 

And yet ther can no man in this contré¢ ; See 
U nnethe efchu-e this confufioint. 

Many a fervant un to his lord feith, 

‘That al the world {pekith of him honour, 

Whan the contrarie of that is footh in feith ; 

And lightly leeved @s lofengour : 2 
His hony wordes wrappid in errour 

Blyndly conceyved been, the more harm is. 

O! thou, Favele, of lefy nges auctoar, 

Caufitt al day thy lord to fare amis{.” 


te 
Q 


Thefe {pecimens will fufficiently fhow the poet’s manner 
and verfification, as alfo the liberties taken by the editor with 
his author’s text. To it he has fubjoined marginal Notes, 
a. great proportion of which are taken up in vindicating his 
hypothefis, concerning the metre, which has been already 
confidered. Of the reft, many are frivolous, others founded 
on miftake, and though their number is fufficiently exuberant, 
fome important paflages are wholly pafled over, without expla- 
nation. We fhall give a {pecimen or two of each. 

Among the trifling and frivolous, we rank the following : 

P. 34.- Note on the difference between /mai] and Jiitle, 

which, till now, have always been confidered as fynonymous. 





et mee oe A+ tte a a _ 


* V. 87% ferd, affraid ; v. 171, deprave, vilify, (rather depreciate- 
ed); v. 72, rowningly, whifperingly ; v. 1745 lettynge, hindering ; 
V. 175, wighte, weights v. 176, medlen, meddle. 

+ V. 210, faa le, flattery; v. 211, bir, their; v. 214, throwe, 
thrown ; v. 215, aanethe, {c ately ; ib. efchue, avoid. 

t V. 219, arth, truth ; the meaning of this line is clear enough, 
i.e. “ When, in faith, the contrary of this is truth ;” yet this editor 
explains faith, by. ‘* truth,” ” his Gloflary, and w holly omits faath; 
wv. 220, leewed, believe d; ib, doferxguor, flattcrer ; Ve 2235 A/pnges, lies, 
falfhoods. 

P. gt 
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P. 31. On /ym, or limb ; he cannot underftand the phrafe, 
the — fyms, though we have {till the vulgar expreilion of 
«| Limbs of the devil.” 

P. 37. Hehas a refinement on the omiflion of Saint before 
Poule, or Paul ; which yet was the common ancient idiom. 
Who has not heard the proverbial expreflion, “ as old as 
Powl’s ?” : 

The following we conceive to be founded on miftake : 

P. 45. Poefe, he thinks, means mufical enchantment ; whereas, 
it refers to the Sonc of the Mermaid or Syren; to exclude 
which, Ulyffes, in the preceding {tanza, {topped his ears. 

P. 50. Virtuous gladnefs, &c. By virtuous, he underftands 
here, falubrious ; as we have ftill the phrafe, “ the virtue of 
medicines.” Why may it not be ufed here in the ufual moral 
fenfe ? 

P. 53. What is me? he pronounces to be an ellipfis, for 
What 1s come to me? rather an ancient idiom, for what am 
1? like the fimilar old phrafe, ‘* wa is me, for 1 am woe, or 
woeful,” 

Among the paflages which required explanation in the 
notes, we confider the following : 

P. 43. Hoccleve fays, v. 233, 

«¢ Who fo that lift in the book of nature 

OF beeftes rede, therin he may fee, 

If he rake hee-de of the Scripture 

Wher it fpekith of mermaides in the fee,” &c. 

The annotator fhould have fhown, as he might have done, 
from Chaucer, that the Scripture here only means, in general, 
“ the writing,” not “ Holy Writ ;” for in the Knight’s Tale, 
the old bard, defcribing a ftatue of Mars, tells us, there were 
fixed on the head 


«* ‘Two figures 
Of Sterris that ben clepid in Scriptures 


That one Puella, t’other Rubens,” See Urry’s Glofs. &c. 


The work concludes with a Gloffary, which takes up near 
ane fourth of the volume, and would deferve the praife of 
induftry, if, on looking into it, we did not find it both defec- 
tive and inaccurate. 

We fhall inftance a few of the omiffions and miltakes 
which occurred, on no very {tudious infpeétion. 

Of the former, namely, words omitted, are, Aght, ve 319» 
aught; cowde, v. 154, knew; fee Urry’s Gloil. 5 gore, v. 31» 
a plait, or fold; /yme, v. 244, cate, or.entangle ; footh, foothe, 
v. 219, &c. truth; shrowe, v. 214, thrown; with many 
athers. 

Of 
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Of words, whofe explanation is defeétive, or miflaken, arc, 
feith, v. 219, truth ; itis ** faith”—fee above in the marginal 
explanation of this line; gleede, burning coal ; it is * red- 
hot glowing coal” ; deét (pajfjim) ftop ; he thould have referred 
to the word in its more modern form, /et, flop, hinder. The 
fame in /efie, lifle, &c. Afute, 1V. 29, fell; it is to “ fubdue, 
confound, cruth’—fee Johnfon ; moot, v. 75, 398, muft; it is 
«* mought, might”—fee Johnfon ; redel,v. 65, difinclined ; this 
is only the common word ‘ rebel” 3 foent, v. 375, ruined ; 
this is “difgraced”, being the participle of /hend, ** to dif- 
grace’—fee Johnfon; faghte, v. 43. paid homage to; this is 
only the old fpelling of the modern word fought; trete, 
v. 437, declare; it is only the common word freat, omitting 
the particle of, ‘* treat of’; tyde, VI. v. 38, happen ; this is 
only the contraction of ‘ betide” ; wacch, v. 305, 322, late 
revel; this is only the common word watch, ufed in the fenfe 
of ‘* watchfulnefs” ; wril/yinge, II. v. to, fupplication ; it is 
only the participle of fo will, afed as a fubftantive for * will 
er defire” ; y-tugged, Vv. 197, conveyed; who has not heard of 
‘* tugging at the oar”? He fays he was y-tugged to and fro by 
the boatmen ; i.c. “ they rowed him about in their boat,” 
&c. Thefe are only afew of the miftakes, which are nume- 
rous, and might, many of them, have been avoided, by only 
looking into Johnfon’s Didionary, though that is not a pro- 
feffed gloflary of obfolete words. 

The editor would deferve to be commended for referring, 
at the end of every word, to his authority, for the interpreta- 
tion he gives; as Doug. tr; the Glotlary to Gawin Douglas's 
Virgil: Tyr; Vyrwhitt’s Giotlary to Chaucer, &c. But 
when he only refers to G. Gower; L, Lydgate, &c. without 
producing the paflages, we have every reafon to fuppofe he has 
mi(taken the fenfe of thofe writers, as much as he has that of 
his author, in the difputable points for which he fhould adduce 
them. 

But whatever defects it may have in other points, he has found 
out one ule for his G/ofary, which is quite novel, and fuch as, we 
conceive, no vocabulary of obfolete words ever before exhibited. 
He has made it the vehicle of fatire, or private pique: for, to 
fome fuch caufe we mutt attribute the ftrange, but virulent, 
attack on the late Dr. Johnfon ; which, for fear we fhould 
not recolle&t that it was made, with perfec? fafety, after the 
death of that gfeat and extraordinary man, he has chofen to 
throw into the form of an epitaph; and has introduced it into his 
Gloffary, under the word /&r//, as a compliment, we fuppofe, 
to his own dexterity, and the happy addrefs he has difplayed 
in the mode of its introduction. Yet we cannot but ss 8 
that 











Hoccleve’s Poems, by G, Mafan. 6tt 
that if, inftead of abufing, he had confulted this eminent Lexi- 
cographer a little more in compiling this Gloffary, it would 
have becn greatly to its advantage; as we have thown in feveral 
of the words miftaken above. 

«© Skill”, V. 299, he interpets ** reafon” ; and quotes, for 
this ufage of the word, a patlage from Shakfpeare’s Winter's 
Tale (Stevens’s edit. 1793, VII. 130) which, he fays, 

** Is properly” fo ** explained by Warburton; whofe explanation 
is adopted by Johnfon and Steevens. Yet Johnfon, in his Dictionary, 
gives no fuch fenfe of ill, but produces this very paflage as an exam- 
pie of its other fenfes. One fhould really fufpett, that the Lexico- 
grapher had not colleéted his authorities for himfelf, nor even revifed 
them when collected for him. Such a fuppofition might clear him of 
downright itupidity, but to the impeachment of his common honefty— 
in deahng with the public.” 

He then, affecting to exempt Johnfon’s moral failings from 
his animadverfions, which he would be thought to confine to 
his diterary deeds, introduces this effufion of pofthumous abufe 
in his mock epitaph : the whole being completely original and 
unigue. ‘This, at Jeaft, we believe, is the firft time that an 
impeachment of any one’s common honeffy was grounded on his 
omitting one meaning of a word ina Dictionary. 

How this attack on the Aonefly, can be diltinguifhed from 
his animativerting on the moral failings of the dead, we fhall 
leave the editor to explain ; and thall only obferve, that John- 
fon’s Ditionary was publifhed many years before he collected 
his Notes on Shakfpeare ; and, in the laft edition, by Steevens, 
mn 1793 (which, in juftice to his fubjeé&, this editor ought to 
have confulted) this forced interpretation of the word /Ai/l, by 
Warburton, is produced only to be confuted and exploded : 
which may have been alfo fonnfon’s opinion when be revifed 
his DiGtionary. So that, were we equally difpofed to be fe- 
vere, this charge of flupidity, if not of difhonefty, might 
not unfairly be retorted. 

The Epitaph itfelf is a curious compofition, confidered 
merely with regard to its infeription-ftyle* ; and will amufe 

* How the-writer excells in this ftyle, will appear from the manner 
in which he, at the beginning of the volume, has infcribed his worl, 
to a nobleman of Ne AoA merit, under whofe vigilant fuperinten- 
dance the Britifh Navy hath rifen to a pitch of glory unparalleled in 
the hiftory of the world. ‘ 

To 
THAT INTELLIGENT 
FRIEND OF LITERATURE, 
GEORGE fOHN, BAPL\SPENCER, 
THESE rormMs or Hoccieve 
MOST SATISFACTORITY 
THEIR EDITOR INSCRIBES, 
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612 The Heeuba of Euripides; by Porfon. 


the critic, to whom we refer it. Among other objects of cen. 
fure, he feleéts his Failures in Poetry; and-it is no wonder 
that an editor could have no relifh for the beauties of Dr, 
Johnfon’s London, and Vanity of Human Withes, &c. who 
could feleé& the following lines for his admiration. They 
are part of the Addrefs to Health, p. 29. 


Had I thy pow-er knowen or this yore,- 

As now thy fo compellith me to knowe, 30 
Nat fholde his lym han cleved to my gore 

For al his aart, ne han me broght thus lowe, 


On the two laft verfes he has this curious note: 


«© V. 31 and 32. Lines like thefe might well occafion W. Browne 

to fay of Hoccleve, in the beginning of the feventeenth century, 
«s There are few fuch fwains as he 
Now a dayes for harmony.” 

We fhall not trouble our readers with any further extras 
from a publication fo much lefs worthy of. their attention, than 
it ought to have been. We may fairly, conclude, by addrefling 
to the editor himfelf, in behalf of Johnfon, the very words 
which he ufed again{t him: by which alfo the reader may 
judge, in fome degree, of the beauty of the compofition, 

TO THE MANES OF ‘THIS’ POET AUGUST, 
WHOM SLANDERED IN HIS GRAVE, 
BE THIS AN EXPIATORY OFFERING, 








Art. IV. evpitiaor EKaBH. Euripides Hecuba, ad fidem 
Manuferiptorum, emendata, et ~ brevibus notis Emendatronum 
potiffimum rationes reddentibus inftruéta. In So fiudisfe 
Fuventutis. Londini, impenfis G. and T, Wilkie, Pater- 
nofter-Row. 2s.6d. 1797. 


ig has long been a fubje&t of real concern among fcholars, 

that Profetfor Porfon* has fo feldom permitted the public to 
reap the benefit of his knowledge. While thofe who have 
had any opportunity of accefs to him, have been aftonifhed and 
delighted with the accuracy and variety of his learning, and the 
readinefs with which he can at all times apply it to ufe ; the 
world at large has, comparatively, been but little indebted to his 








* We fcruple not to name the Profeffor as the editor of this play, 
fince internal teftimony alone would induce us, without hefitation, to 
wicuibe the work to him, 


his 
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his indaftry or his acutenefs. Atlength, however, we may in- 
dulge the hope, that the unrivalled attainments of this illu{trious 
fcholar, will be communicated as liberally as they have been ac- 

uired fuccefsfully. Already is he known to have beltowed inde- 
fatigable pais upon the manufcript Lexicon of Photius ; which, 
no doubt, would have been prefented to the public ere this, but 
for an accident, which the patience and zeal of this great fcholar 
have now furmounted ; and the publication of all the plays of 
Euripides, of which this work is the precurfor, though it does 
not profefs to contain any thing “ reconditi et exquifiti ;” yet, 
from the acknowledged abilities of the editor, and the excel- 
lence of the fpecimen here prefented to us, mult certainly en- 
rich the ftores of. literature with a variety of ingenious illuf- 
tration, corre&t remark, and acute emendation. 

This edition of the Hecuba, is introduced by a preface of 
18 pages, written with that neatnefs and perfpicuity of ftyle, 
which diftinguifh the Profeffor’s writings. Befides a variety 
of remarks, tending to illuftrate the orthography, and to ex- 
plain the fource of readings, adgpted in this edition, there is 
one, relating to a metrical nicety, which we cannot withhold 
from our readers, efpecially as it has been but barely hinted at 
before. 


“« Tantum {cilicet abeft, mea fententia, ut anapzftus pro fecundo aut 
uatto pede ponatur, ut ne pro tertio quidem aut quinto fubttitui poffic. 
Hoc de tertio pede fi quis verum effe concedet, concedet a fortiori, ut 
logici dicunt, de quinto etiam verum effe. Daétylus enim, qui in 
tertia fede creberrime ufurpatur, in quinta nunquam apparet. Ana- 
pettus igitur, fi illa excluditur, hanc intrare non poteft, Jam loca, 
quz huic dottrine adverfantur, tam pauca funt, tam facilia emendatu 
pleraque, ut fi unus et alter forte fuperfint, quibus nos mederi neque- 
amus, non idcirco fana judicanda fint, Equidem omnia, qux regula 
noftre contraria obfervavi, aut fanare, aut adverfariis eripere poffe 
tideor, Ea qu Euripider fabulx fuppeditant, fingula, ubi occafio 
pottalabit, examinabo. Quotquot an A‘fchylo et Sophocle occurrunt, 
hic fubjiciam.” Pref. p. 7. 


The editor then fubjoins ten inftances, fix in Ai fchylus, and 
four in Sophocles, which apparently militate again{t his Canon, 
but all of which, he fhows on the moft fatisfaory grounds to 
admit, and molt of them to require, an emendayon, favour~ 
able to his pofition. Some remarks upon the metres, and 
upon the dialects, follow, which difplay equal judgment and 
fagacity ; and the preface concludes with a paragraph which 
we quote for the purpofe of faying, that we eagerly anticipate 
the tulfilment of his promife, with refpe& to the continuance 
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of the work*; and, at the fame time, give it as our decided 
opinion, that the editor may be much more full and explanatory 
in his Notes, without incurring any hazard of tiring or of. 
fending his readers. 

** Interpretandi et illuftrandi labore, utiliffimo fane, fiperfeden. 
dum duxi, partim ne libellus in librum excrefceret. Loca tantum 
quz Latini imitati fant, prout memoria fuggeffit, afcripfi. Raro fun 
interpretis vice funGus, nifi ubi cum critici officio conjunétum effet, 
fin autem in ulla re jufto parcior vifus fuero, in fequenttbus fabulis, & 
quas pofthac edidero, hoc vitium emendare annitar. Hoc enim mo. 
nendus eft lector, cxteras Euripidis fabulas ordine vulgato fingulas mox 
prodituras, fi modo Hoc fpecinien reipublice literariz non difplicere 
intellexero. Si opus ad finem perduxero, addam obfervationes quaf- 
dam in varia Scénicorum Poétarum metra.” - 


V. 41. Tily Pirov wpozPayex xal yipas Aalein 


As a fpecimen of the editor’s manner, we infert his note on 
this paflage, which has our entire affent. 


“* 41. AaGeiv omnes, quantum fciam edd. er MSS. Melius tamea 
videtur Aaysiv, Amysiv yipas apud Homerum reperitur Il. 4, 49 
M. 70. Poeta apud Porphyrium de Abft, A. 58. doris trwiles Sra 
Xai perv amapxais PET yipas Aaxsiv TO08 Sophocles Aj. 825. AITH30» 
MAI 08 @’ of paxpoy TEPAD AAXEIN. Sic enim Aldus et edd. vett. et 
MSS. meliores. Quod habet in margine Florentina fecunda 1547, 
aateiv, Triclinius recepit.” 

The note at 1. 112 is well worthy of the corre& and acute 
obfervation of the editor. Its fubje& is the eftablithment of 
sra, the. reading of all the MSS. and early editions, inftead 
of ém; which Canter conje€tured, Mufgrave approved, and 
Brunck, Ammonius, and Beckt introduced into the text. 

V. 418. furwace 5 a conjefure of Mufgrave is admitted 
into the text, inftead of ** cwérece Ald. contra metrum. awimece 
King. contra fenfum.” The editor, it mult be obferved, is 
not very indulgent to the faults of his critical. predeceffors. 

V. 245. For gos, we would admit the editor’s conjecture, 


V. 2526 "As copay ye Piyyos nals ToNe 

If us be an admiffible conjecture, we fhould prefer it to 9 
The fenfe feems to require the accufative pronoun. 

V.297. Ts > aE iapa, xdv mands Abyns, lo cov. * Atyy omnes edd, 
vett. et MSS. cum Gellio xi. + et Stobxo, p. 173. Sed adgns tacité 
correxit Muretus Opp. Tom. II. p. 593.” : 


* We endesftand that the Oreftes is in fome forwardnefs at tlie 
refs. 
: + Not in his republication of Barnes, 





V. 547° 
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V. 347. The learned editor alludes to a metrical canon 
in his note ; which, however, is not expreffed with fufficient 
clearnefs. The rule laid down is this. When an Iambic 
verfe ends in a trifyllable, the foot preceding the laft is 
very rarely a fpondee. Mr. Porfon fays paucrffimos hujuf- 
modi verfus occurrere ; and our recolleGtion does not furnith 
us with more than two inftances to the contrary, 


Napav, ot” GSAds’Apituapdos Lapderee ABfch, Perf. 319. 
To an [Ae TX I0Y 3” 2x eT oT wy Tw Dpovwre Suppl. 213; ed. Schutz. 


Unlefs the laft word but one be a monofyllable, in which 
cafe, itis common. Perhaps, it would be beft to fay, that, in 
fuch a cafe, the lait word but one feldom confifts of two long 
fyllables. 

V. 373. The true reading is here reflored by the editor : 
« ay ow Ald. MSS. quidam Ay» « proximé vero. Legendum 
enim, detracta lineola (wp) "Ay of cum Magiftro. v. diarxpiinas.” 

V.402. ‘uo, an emendation of Reifke, is admitted into 
the text, for omcia, Reference might have been made to Antig. 
y. 826, in illuftration of the fimile. 


V. 426. “Hasis 38 wevtnnovla 9 apajropor TExvwy. 


This verfe is thus, at length, reftored to its original purity. 
Nor does it reft folely upon the fagacity of the editor, but upon 
the teftimony of Euftathius difcovered by him. ‘ Totum 
verfum, ne quid dubites, ita, ut edidi totidem apicibus exhibet 
Euftathius'ad Lliad. Z. p. 639,573; Rom. 499, 6. Baf.” 


“ 63 ’ > ; ’ 
Vy. 429. w THS aape 3: yartep Oni TUN. 


At the figgeftion of Markland, ad Iphig. T. 1291, dais is 
preferred to 24aias, the reading of former editions. 

V.430. The fame farcaftic turn, and the fame readinefs in 
guotation, which were fo prominent in the editor’s letters to 
Archdeacon Travis, appear fometimes in the courfe of thefe 
notes. © yaipwow, Quod pro xalpovew dedit ex conjectura Kingius, 
foleecum eft. [lum tamen fecuti funt Brunckius, Beckius, 
Ammonius, Ovrws airois aradaimpws 4 womnais.psiutiro.” 


‘ hee : ' 
Mr. Porfon is ftill more feyeré upon Brunck, ina note at 


v. 464. 
« Ts le€tore celato, ut facere folet, cum alienas conjeCturas adoptat, 
¢x Heathii emendatione edidit, Aaral pide orligbous.” 
. 
V. 574. xpitlas’ o& xpumlen bupat’ dpoivay xpewre 


The Profeffor does not, however, deny to Brunck his due fhare 
ef praife, for the emendation here cited; which his own accurdte 
XX 2 and 
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and extenfive reading have enabled him to fupport, by the tefti- 
monies of Clemens Alexandrinus, Hermogenes, and Euftathius. 
_ V.734- Ina tote, which contains a variety of acute and 
inftructive remark, we find a rule laid down, as univerfafly 
true, to which we think ourfelves able to produce an ex- 
ception. 

*« Tragici nunquam ita fenarium difponunt, ut pedes tertius et 
quartus unam vocem efficiant.” 

How then, we would afk, is the following verfe to be cor- 
rected ? 

Eionabe roiv rpicabriory Epis xaxn® CEd. Col v. 372,¢d. Brunck, 

Is it allowable to print tis a6a/uy, as two diftinét words ? 

V. 768. We heartily aflent to the editor’s conjeCure, 
tives mpos adAv, ** quod et melius queftioni refpondet.” 


V. 788. Esvias Topi Das TpwTos ay Euacy Qin WVe Q 


This paflage appears to be much impfoved by the acutenefs 
of the prefent editor, and the note is peculiarly worth confule 
ing, from the accuracy of the critical remarks. We have the 
{ame obfervation to make with refpeé& to the note at v, 1050. 

V. 1175. We are bound to commend the caution which 
this great {cholar exhibits, in declining to alter the text, when 
an obvious. and indifpenfable neceflity does not enjoin it. This 
is an example emg of being imitated by all editors ; and 
particularly by him whofe attack we are next to notice. 

Our readers have found, as they probably expected, that, in 
the view we have taken of the editor’s notes, by far the greater 
part have gained our unqualified affent. We would not, how- 
ever, be underftood to fay, that Profeffor Porfon has done the 
utmoft which could be effe&ted by his fingular acumen and 
erudition. But he has done all that ought to be expeéted : 
for he has amply performed his promife. If the text of this 
edition be not ‘* omnino emendatus,” every impartial critic 
muft pronounce, that it is ‘* plerifque faltem ceteris editioni- 
bus purior.” 

With the literary part of the work then, we have no fault 
to find; and we are confident, that, the editos’s intentions 
being kept in view, it will be found well worthy of his high ree 
putation. Among the valuable notes which we have not ha 
fpace to quote, we muft mention, for the accuracy ef ortho- 
graphical knowledge which they exhibit, thofe upon wv, 8, 31, 
39, 65, 176, 299, 396, 448, 1102 ; and, for the canons laid 
down in them, either difcovered by the editor, or cited from 
other {cholars, the notes at vv. 403, 455, 515, 604, 671, 788, 
$76, 1172, 1260, 

We have already mentioned, that the learned editor has been 


more fparing than we could wifh, in his explanations ef the text 
io 
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mm a work defigned “ in ufum ftudiofe juventutis:” and we 
beg leave to point out the following, among many paffages, in 
which the perfpicuity and corre€tnefs of the Profeffor’s illuf- 
trations would have been highly ufeful: vv. 323, 336, 385, 
796, 811, 841, 955, 1020. 

We have remarked, in one or two inftances, the farcaltic 
manner in which the errors of other editors and {cholars 
are pointed out; a practice, in our opinion, however common, 
yet never laudable. andor to the faults of others would be 
particularly meritorious in an editor, whofe accuracy and Jearn- 
ing exempt him fo much from fimilar miftakes. 

The work is very corre&ly printed, and the form of. the 
type elegant ; although fome letters, as the «, w,- and w, occa- 
fionally feem imperfe&t. The whole form very exadlly re- 


fembles the fingle plays publifhed by Morell, We thall wait | 


with fome impatience for the continuation of this ufeful and 
{cholar-like work, 


ee a - ee SR SOE ee Ee - SE ge + eee re 
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Art. V. da Euripidts Hecubam, Londini nuper publicatam, 
Diatribe extemporalis. Compofutt Gilbertus Wakefield, A. B. 
Londini; impenfis an@oris, Typis A. Hamilton: Veneunt 
apud J. Cuthell, Middle-Row, Holborn.. 8vo. 1s. 1797. 


E announce this publication with pain; fince, whatever 
claims it may have to praife for learning or ingenuity, 


the motives which gave it birth are not creditable to the temper | 


or the prudence of the writer. Let them, however, [peak 
for themfelves. 

‘© Meliore luto fitti, et affeCtibus benignioribus emolliti, qui verus 
fructus eft do€irine, fententiam ferant velim, an vir, nufguam non a 
me plaufibus exceptus, atque habitus amice, excufandus fir, qui, 
jn fimili materia verfatus, datam occafionem mei cohoneftandi non 
modo non arripuerit ( neque enim id fuiffem queftus) fed tali negligen- 
tia preterierit, qualis haud innuat obfcaré, terum contra palam pro- 
mulget, legentibus univerfis, mea in literas Gracas merita nulhius efie 
prorfus pretti; et memet infuper indignum yrique, de fua faltem opi- 
nione, qui doctorum coctibus infcribar. Sin autem hic ceflarem, neque 
acriter calumniam, filentem quidem, fed (ut ile ait) tayros w)ndorepay 
dove, propulfarem, gnavi hominis oficium per vecordiam pudibundam 
mihi viderer prodere, et avarynovas turpifimez jure poftulandus*. Sed 
nec vecors fum, neque avadrynros* et militia mex fignum, quod prius 
(ut qui per omnem vitam tot incommodditatibus impedicus tucrim, ne 
dum Etonenfium dilciplinarum, quas in fumma felicitate pofuiffem, 


- oe 


* Mr. Wakefield is in very little danger of falling undey this cen- 
fure, Rez. : " 


fructus) 
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fructus) formidaviffem protuliffe, certe Hecuba facit publicata, ut au. 
datter proferam; SPRECTEMUR AGENDO,” P, 38. 


Though we have ever been, and {hall be, the warmeft adyos 
cates for liberality and candour, in the conduét of fcholars 
towards each other; and fhould fee with the utmoft pain, any 
endeavour in am author to exalt his own fame, by ftifling the 
praife due to another, we conféfs that Mr. Wakefieldappears to 
us to complain here without reafon. If, indeed, hehad publithed 
the very tragedy upon which the learned Profeffor was comment. 
ing; orif he had made it particularly. the fubject of his learned 
Jabours, in that cafe he might naturally have expeéted that 
fome attention would have been paid to his remarks, and fome 
applaufe beftowed upon his merits. But, fince the play in 
queftion has never been before Mr. Wakefield as a critic, ex- 
cept in one or two inf{tances, which are incidentally touched 
upon, in fome of his numerous publications, we cannot be 
of opinion, that the Profeffor was bound to mention him, 
efpecially in a work which avowedly* aimed at concifenefs, 
Very little notice is taken of Heath, who has commented 
upon all the Greek tragedies ; none at all of Jacobs, who 
has made Euripides his particular ftudy. Why then muft Mr. 
Wakefield think himfelf fo particularly injured, and entitled 
to fuch fingular redrefs ? 

In faét, he has, by this publication, attempted to place him- 
felf, at legft, on a par with the learned Profeffor ; and has rathly 
provoked a comparifon, which, notwithftanding the reputation 
Mr. W.’s talents and erudition have defervedly acquired, cannot 
be favourable tohim. It will occur to every attentive reader, 
that the two publications before us, cannot be confidered as 
affording a fair proof of the refpective abilities of thefe 
fcholars : for Mr. W. has attacked his antagonift unawares ; 
he has put forth his full ftrength to oppofe Mr. Porfon, who 
avowedly had made ufe only of his “ tela fecunda.” The 
Profeffor, candidly and explicitly, informed his readers, that 
they were not to expect any thing ‘* reconditi et exquifiti,” 
in his publication; but Mr. W. has managed his attack, as 
if all the powers of Mr. Porfon’s mind, and all the treafures 
of his learning, kad been exhaulted upon this effort. Befides, 
4 great part of the Diatribe confifts of conje&tural emenda- 
tions, which the Profeffor is indirectly cenfured for not having 
had the acutenefs to difcover. But, be the merit of thefe 
emendations what it may, and of feveral it appears to us con- 
fiderable, we conceive it will be no diminution of Mr. Porfon’s 





* Ne Ijbellus in librum excrefceret. Pref. p.17- , 
reputation, 
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seputation, "not to have found, what he certainly did not feek. 
Mr. Porfon’s intention was, to give to the world, as correét a 
text as the materials in the pofleflion of the public would allow, 
without be(towing much time or pains, on the probable means 
of remedying every defect: Mr. W. argues‘on the fuppofi- 
tion, that he ought to have performed what he neither deligned 
nor promifed ; and therefore, however great his own {kill may 
appear, he, in fact, gains no victory, becaufe he contends with- 
out an adverfary. 

For our parts, we cannot be pleafed with this fpecies of 
contention: our ardent wifh is, that all the feuds of the 
learned fhould be extinguifhed; and that all, who are qualified, 
would unite their exertions to inftru& and enlighten mankind. 
Let the hitherto proverbial jealoufy of authors, that genus 
irritabile, be exploded ; and let the felfith fpirit “ that bears 
no rival near the throne,” be univerfally difcouraged and re- 
probated. We fhall hail, with due applaufe, every attempt 
to explain the fenfe, and clear up the obfcurities of ancient 
writers; but fhall think ourfelves bound to difcountenance 
every effort, which originates in the vain defire of rifing, by 
deprefling the reputation of another, 

Let us, however, examine fpecifically, fome of the charges 
brought againft Mr, Porfon. : 


« Refté dicit, v. 896, in Afch. Eum. ita fcribendum effe : 


, 
TaTnNsS LWHAOY ost vos* exe de ow i 


mon eifvos. Sed enim egomet (ff guid loguar audiendum) tribus abhin¢e 
annis, non aliter in editione mea verfum ipfiflimum exaratam de- 
deram.” P. 6. 


Here Mr. Wakefield muft give us leave to obferve, that his 
page is fonaked, and fo deltitute of a/mof all the marks, by which 
Greek Types are generally accompanied, that a reader might, in 
the in{tance alluded to, really be ignorant of his intention to dee 
part from the received mode of printing the word, unlefs fuch 
an intention were exprefsly declared. But there is no note in 
Mr. W.’s edition, in which fuch a defign is intimated, 

With regard to the merit of the emendations, refpectively 
propofed by thefe two fcholars on a faulty verfe in Sophocles, 
which is the fubje& of the next fentence, the opinions of the 
learned, will not, probably, be fo decifively on the fideof Mr. 
W.as he expeéts ; yet all muft allow him deferving of praife, 
for the accuracy of his ear, in propounsing the verfe in quef- 
tion corrupt, and for ingenuity in the endeavour to remedy the 

efect. 

The charge which follows, ought not to have been exprefled 
in fuch ftrong and unqualified terms: for when Mr. Porfon 
aflerted, 
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afferted, that ‘ in Euripide ufque ad hunc diem femper editor 
cit cisas;” he might either refer to thofe editions, which compre. 
hend a larger portion of his works, than any that Mr. W. has 
edited; or he might not be aware of Mr. W.’s intention of 
varying from the ufual mode of printing cises, any more than in 
the inftance of oi{ves, becaufe fuch an intention is not declared 
in his notes ; and becaufe he certainly adopts great latitude in 
printing a Greek text. 

The obfervation on v. 33, has had our concurrence, in ous 
account of the Profeflor's edition: 


THT eso ndn Deyyos aiipepzevos™ > Ve 32, 


Hac V. D. * Mira locutio, rpraioy Geyyos, pro fimplici rpre, 
Uno tamen exemplo fe ipfe Euripides defendit.” Hippol. 275. 


3” , ’ c 
Mus O 8, THTAeiav y BF agITOS’ nElEpay 5 


** Incogitantiam equidem V. D. fatis mirari nequeo. Nimirom, 
quisquis AiwpeTas Tpiraioyv NYAE PAY, per tres dies * aie pertas® qui vero 
TpiTov nuspay, per unum folum modo ex tribys, Optimé et Graciflimé 
D. Johannes, xi. 39, Kupiz, ndn ofes TETAPTAIO® yap et. Age 
vero fubftitue rerapros, et omnia corrumpes ac peflum dabis : nec 
vpiroy tamen minus Eurjpidis menti difconvenfret, nifi verborum 
tenorem mutes, ct ingenium conftructionis. Hoc autem, fit licet non 
njbil inconftantiz {criptoribus, generaliter verum eft et rectum. © Ut, 
quid velim, breviter definiam, rpiraios yuspx in eddem re fucceflionem 
denotat ; zp:res, non item.” P, Q- 


Notwithitanding thefe obfervations, we ftill conceive the 
Profeffor to be in the right. Tpirass, of itfelf, implies duration, 
and, therefore, geryyes, is redundant : or rprraiy, is put for rpirov: 
for, we haye no doubt, that the following expreffion would re- 
prefent the meaning of the poet correétly : 


Tpirev Td Hn Geryyos aiwesjevos. 


Mr. W.’s quotation from John is not in point, and con- 
fequently, the reafoning from it will not apply againft the 
Profeffor’s obfervation. In one word, thefe numeral adjec- 
tives in aus, are ufually applied as the epithets of perfans, and 
not of portions of time. 

We are happy to obferve in this page, a candid acknow- 
ledgment of the Profeffor’s merit in a particular inftance : 





—— 


* Such is the naked form of Mr. W.’s Greek text, 

+ We muft remark two errors in this fentence ; rp:rasov and rpiror, 
for rpiraiay and rpirmy. See alfo rp:raws and rpiros, afterwards. 
Solummodd is a word not of the beft ancient authority, though ufed by 
Pliny the elder, and Quintilian, ‘Tantummodo is,preferable, as of a 


purer age, & Quod 
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ff Quod V. D. rays conjicit vige arate, ingeniofum eft, et 
probum puto.” 

V.53. For mda, Mr. W. conje€tures wo; But this, and 
snany other ingenious conjectures, which are to be found in 
the Diatribe, will not detra@ from Mr. Porfon’s reputation, 
unlefs it be proved, that he was incapable of explaining the text, 
that he fought jn vain for a remedy, and laftly, that Mr. W.’s 
emendation is moft probably correé. 

V. 68—74. In his remarks upon thefe lines, fome of 
which are expreffed with confiderable obfcurity, Mr. W. does 
jitthe more than confirm a conje€ture of Mr. Porfon, ** de 
claufularum, w gelia x8ur, w cxotia Nug, tranfpolitione.” P. 172. 


V.79- Mr. W.’s conjectural line ; 
os, MENOZ oiav ATKYPA T” s4,27, 


appears to us much preferable to the editor's, though cor- 
rected with the aid of Reifke, 
Os novos Oimwy arynup’ ar” Bude. 

Mr. W. proceeds to contend, that iad3w, v. 100, is abfo- 
lutely wrong, and ought to he read sCiadnv; that xpusoPepe, 
v.14, ought to be xgvcogoSe; that a: 3 now, v- 165, fhould be arox 
we? cw, OF Te wed now; that wnyar’, v. 168, fhould be fn.ar’; and 
that izimlaéas, v. 181, is, ** in ultimam barbariem relegandumm 
dicendi genus.” Thefe conjectures, to ufg his own phrafe, 
(p. 29) ‘* aut recta funt aut non”: they certainly difcover in- 

enuity; but we do not, on that account, conceive that cen- 
fore attaches to Mr. Porfon, who did not profefs to publifh a 

erfe& text of the Hecuba, but one more perfect than “hes 
Ritherta appeared. : 


xs tony, sroryey Cave wav, xa” nuspaw 
. nit Cpinp’ EX Oily Wart av apnovTws eos" 
Typasov ds Covroseny av atiovpcevoy 
TIMON opactas° Jia anpe yar n KAP ise v. 321. 


«© Verfus longé nobiliffimos, quorum ftruéturam, in procin¢tu licet 
ftantem, VV. DD. haud intellectam habuere, prout diftinguendos 
arbitror, ac legendos, una operf exhibui, Vulgo poft nyepay interpun- 
gunt infulfifime; fed, utcuncue: exemplis parum indigeamus, ita 
peflime faétum effe te docebit vel unus nofter ad Med, 1020. Ele&. 
235. Teleph. frag. 22. Infuper, mile@tor! inter Qwvr: ac repCo» pul- 
chra oppofitio fe prodit. Refcripfimus autem riyw pro roy euov: 
vero V. D. aut quivis alius illorum, 


qui effe primos, fe,omnium rernm volunt, 





Nec funt 
vel exemplum fingulare nobis unde unde eruere valebit, verbi afiweSxs 
fic pofiti fine fubitantivo, pro xoopsic9ar, libenter conjecturam repudia- 


bimus, Gracas interea calendas patienter, dum hoc fiat, exfpectemus. 
| Rurfus, 
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Rarfos, fi yonpes pro yawains, nobilis, laxiore fenfu ferri’ poterar, 
YONIMON 2 veltigiis litcerarum TONEMON, de veteri Scriptura, pro- 
pius abfuifiet. Scilcant doctiores, et rettiora proferant: nam locus 
Omnino corruptus circumfertur.” P. 19, 


We have no hefitation in declaring, that we think the punc- 
tuation of this paflage improved, by the fuggeftion of Mr. W, 
As to the indifpenfable neceflity of a genitive cafe after d&syutm, 
this is one of the points upon which we hope to fee Mr. 
Porfon’s opinion; fince he will, probably, directly or indi- 
reétly, notice fome of his affailant’s obfervations. If he be 
induced to deliver his fentiments fully upon fome of thefe 
.queftions at iffue, and if he be ftimulated to render his 
future publications of the plays of Euripides ftill more ex- 
planatory, the public will gain confiderably by this conteft. 
Yet we mutt repeat, that we fhould have been much, much 
more glad to have feen the fame end effected by a liberal and 
temperate animadverfion, on the part of Mr. Wakefield: 
inftead of reading a publication, 1 which unfounded fpleen 
and refentment, are too apparent, not to detract from the praife 
due to its literary merits. 





Art. VI. Benjoin’s Tranflation of Fonab. 
(Concluded from our laft, p. 506.) 


yN purfuing this fubje&, which we have already treated with 
fome degree of extenfion, we fhall begin by obferving, that 
Mr. B. continues: the fame Rabbinical fuperftition concerning 
the Keris and Ketibs*, that is, marginal readings, which are 
* We were not, at firft fight, aware of the great propriety of Mr. 
B.’s fending us to the French for the art of pronunciation ; but. upon 
recollection, their whole language is made up (much to the facility of 
Jearning) of the moft < Ketibs and Keris. Kesib, fignifies, writ 
ten, Keri, pronounce. ‘Thus Kerib, (it is written) parlez; Keri, (pro- 
nounce) parlé— Ketib wous; Keri voun—Ketib, Frangois; Keri, Francé, 
&c. &c. When Mr. B. publifhes his promifed work on Hebrew 
accents, we hope he will ifuftrate the analogy between Hebrew and 
French. Perhaps, his friends, the Talmudic writers, may for they 
are ready to prove any thing) furnifh him with hints. But we muft 
apprize him, that at prefent, till we fee good arguments to the con- 
trary, our belief is, that after the difperfion of the Jews, their lan- 
guage became corrupt, ut t-flatur Chaos illud lingue Rabbinica, et im- 
imis opus TauMupicum, cui flylus borvidus, menfirofus, &e- 
alton. 
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found in the copies of the Old Teftament. Let us try the 
confiltency of his affertions here alfo, 


«¢ The word Keri, is the imperative of Kera, to pronounce or reade 
It fignifies, that the word in the text to which it refers, though it 
might according to the manner in which it is written, have the fame 
pronunciation in the Keri in the margin, yet fhould be underftood 
with refpect to its meaning, as if it were written with the very letters 
of that Keri. The word in the text fo referred to, is, therefore, never 
read at all,” &c. P. 58. 


The origin of thefe Keris and Ketibs, he deduces.on the aus 
thority of Elias Levita, from Mofes, 


«« The Keri and Ketib, are traditio Mofis a Monte Sinai ;” by 
which he means, fays Mr. B. that ** the Keri was obferved by Mofes 
ever fince he received the law from Mount Sinai. Mofes communi- 
cated the Keri, verbally, to the Ifraelites, while they were in the 
Wildernefs, &c. He taught them, that the word which he had 
wriften in fuch and fuch a manner, muft be underftood, as if it were 
written in fuch another manner. He communicated to them his 
reafon for every one.” P. sg. 


To the fame purpofe, fpeaking of the writings of the minor 
Prophets, he fays, p. 64, 


«¢ As to the Keri that és found in the writings fince Ezra came from 
Babylon, their authors verbally explained their proper fignifications to 
thofe who lived in their own time: and that thefe writings might be 
the better underftood by their fucceeding generations, they at once 
placed the Keri in the margin, in the fame manner as they had done 
with the Mofaic writings,” &e. 


Is it poffible to finda more ridiculous jargon of fuperfti- 


tion? On what authority are we to belicve that Mofes 
and the prophets placed any marginal readings in their 
writings? Does Scripture even hint, in the moft diftant 
manner, at fuch a proceeding! Is it confonant with the truth 
and dignity of fuch holy men, that even in the very ett of 
inftruéting mankind, they fhould have adopted that juggling 
ftyle of writing one word, and burdening the memory with 
a caution, that they were, ‘* in their mind’s eye,” to keep quite 
a different one in view ? What neceffity was there for fuch a 
practice? What could forbid their inferting at once, the ex- 
prefs word which conveyed their exprefs meaning? But now, 
be the fanction of Elias Levita’s and Mr. B.’s joint authority 
what it may, no Chriltian could receive them as traditions from 
Mofes; our Saviour having fo pointedly reprobrated the prac- 
tice, reproaching, in the moft unqualified manner, the Pha- 
rifees, for making the word of God of none effec? through their 
TRADITIONS, 
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Mr. B. (and we have no choice but to take him in his own 
way, for all our authorities are profcribed by him) produces 
ene Keri, on which we would readily reft this whole matter ; 
and would afk any perfon of a found mind, if he can poffibly 
bring himfelf to think, that it could have been intended by the 
original author, to have inferted fuch an unmeaning altera- 
tion? t Chron. xxii. 7, itis faid, And David faid to Soleman, 
my fon, &c. The original text was to Ss/amon H1s_fon,—Now 
can we conceive, that the author of the Book of Chronicles, 
treating of the fum of the Jewith Story, could have had the 
folly to make fuch a variation, and burthen the memory about 
fuch a trifle, and which after all, is not of the fmalleft con- 
fequence ; as either reading, my fon, the vocative, or, bjs 
Jon, the dative, is equally applicable to. the-context? We 
wonder where Mr. B.’s delicacy was, when of all the 
Keri which he might have produced, he chofe to fingle out 
thofe from Deut. xxviii. 30. and the 2 Kings xvili. 27. We 
will not contaminate our page by remarking upon them. 
We need not mention more on this fubje@, on the idle affer- 
tion, that no Keri pojnts at any error in_the text, (p. 61) or 
on the vague foundation upon which thé Keri never written, 
ftood, namely, on learned men’s private recorded notes! &c. 
(p. 62) but only enter our protelt again{t the appointment of 
Mr. B. fo notorioufly devored to Rabbinical fuperftition, ta 
fit in judgment upon fuch learned men as Lowth and Kenni- 
cott, or to dilate principles of found faith to fober minds. 

Here then we fhall not feruple to profefs our notions of all 
thefe matters. We have no idea of the poflibility of the inte- 

rity of the Hebrew text, to that extravagant nicety which 

Ir. B. afferts ; becanfe nothing thort of perpetual miracle, 
could have brought it down to our times, or, indeed, -could 
continue it onward ; becaufe the teftimony on that behalf is 
often various, if not contradictory, and the authors who regord 
it, particularly thofe of the Liber Cabule, palpably full of fu- 
perititious conceits ; becaufe of the internal evidence, namely, 
the unworthinefs of the means and rules by which Ezra is faid 
to have guarded the tranfmiffion of the text ; becaufe of the 
credibility accruing to the holy Scriptures from its fubftantial 
worth, by which, notwithftanding little imperfe€tions infepa- 
rable from books frequently tranfcribed, faith has room ta 
exercife itfelf, and, on convidtion, to choofe the better part ; and 
Jafily, becaufe of the concurrent opinions of learned men, who 
have been, from their opportunities and ftudies, moft competent 
to judge. . 

We cannot allow the idea, that there ever exifted, what ts 
called, the great aflembly, with Ezra, Haggai, Mealachi, ” at 
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their head, contriving rules for the prefervation of the purity 
of the text; becaufe it was a matter, which in théir time, was 
never queftioned ; becaufe infpired writers and prophets could 
fiot well fit in deliberation with others of unenlightened minds, 
upon the very effentials of religion*; it is contrary to the 
methods of God's dealing with men ; becaufe the infpired 
prophet would, without an effort, have been enabled to declare 
the good pleafure of God in this refpeét alfo ; at all events, 
could not have wanted the afliflance of men of human wifdom; 
and becaufe tlre very records of the perfonages compofing this 
allembly, are at variance with each other. 

The credibility of Ezra’s copy Weing continued to this day, 
is totally unfupported—Firlt, we are to fuppofe upon the credit 
of Fewi/h writers, that there has been a fuccetlion of men, 
whofe office it was to guard the trarfmiflion of Ezra’s copy ; 
which writers, lived above fifteen hundred years after the time 
of Ezra, and of courfe muft be very incompetent witnelles, 
giving only, what is ftyled, hearfay evidence, having nothing to 
advance but what they received from others of like infirmity 
with themfelves. Secondly, we have to get overvan infuperable 
embarraffment, if ever there were fuch a fucceffion of guar- 
dians, that all their memories were perfed, all their private 
notes, (p. 62) agreed to a tittle, and that during fo long a 
period, there never was any change made by infirmity or noe 
in the moft minute particular, Lafily, we mult admit, that 
the famous AXgyptian copy, feen by Maimonides, by which 
he corrected his own, was incontrovertibly the tcue copy of 
Kzra’s archetype. Every thing feems to depend upon this 
circumftance.—We are told, that this AcgypMan copy was: 
brought from Jerufalem. Maimonides’s copy, before he cor- 
rected it, agreed, doubtlefs, with all the received ideas of per- 
fection. He afterwerds deemed the Aigyptian copy more 
eorre&t, but how are we to determine about the correctnefs of 
his judgment? a 

Mr. B. dwells much upon the uniformity of all MSS. now 
in ufe in Jewith fynagogues. Bett fo. This is no proof.of 
the originality or truth of the copy. For it is well known, 
that the Jews, ftruck with fuperftitious ideas of the value of 
the Maforetic. lucubrations, deftroyed all copies which varied 
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* Scripture, fo far from countenancing this idea of Ezra’s confult- 
ing with others, declares moft peremptorily, a quite contrary doctrine, 
And on the fecond day, were gathered together, the chief of the 
fathers of all the people, the priefs, and the Levites, unto kzRA THE 
SCRIBE, even to underfiand the words A the law, Nehem, vill, 13. 
Can there be a plainer declaration that Ezra sanghr, not confulted . 
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from the Maforah. Hence no copies now extant, are more 
than 800 years old: and hence it is eafily to be imagined, that 
modern copies will be uniform in the fynagogues, for they 
will admit none which vary from the Maforetic decrees. In 
the begifnitig of the 16th century, f2ys Dr. Kennicott, the 
Jews univerfally preferred modern MSS. becaufe they had 
** Maforam copisfiorem, textuque ad Maforetica decreta magis 
refitium.” Difs. Gen. fec. 60. 

With refpe€&t to the Maforah, we cannot but fmile at Mr, 
B.’s diftin€tion without a difference, that the written Maforah, 
which we now have, is only an explanation of the real and 
original Maforah, delivered verbally from Mofes, through all 
fucceffive ages, till after 500 years after Chrift; when it 
was recorded in writing, in the points.. Can a reafon be 
afligned, why it fhould have been written at that period, and 
not before? not even in the times of captivity ? When the 
very letter of their language was forgotten, was not the verbal 
Maforah in more imminent danger of finking into oblivion? 
In every view of the fubje& we are clear, that there could not 
poflibly have come from Mofes, any of thofe juggling com- 
munications, which Jewith tradition afferts with fuch rafh pre- 
fumption. The invention of points ferved to eftablith the 
fenfe and pronunciation of each word, as received at ¢har* 
period, and no more. Hence the pointed text, ought to be 
looked upon as a very ancient and original comment, or expla- 
nation of the facred writings ; and in this light, we think, 
that they who decry the ufe of points indifcriminately, have 
not rightly confidered the matter, They deprive themfelvyes 
of a help of no mean fort, a help of great antiquity. 

The Keri are reconcileable upon no other principle, than 
that they are collations of MSS. ‘The very Keri which 
Mr. B. has quoted from the 1 Chroniclés xxiii. 7, cannot be 
looked upon, ferioufly, in any other light. Such an immaterial 
variation would be downright nonfenfe upon any other ground 
whatfoever. All thefe niatters are the works of learned men, 
The wifer invented points, and inferted the Keri, &c. the lefs 
informed and more fuperftitious went into all that jargon of 
Maforah, which is found in fuch bulky additions, as the time 
hasrun on. It is not to be wondered, that modern Jews 
fhould at length revolt at fuch a farrago, and call it merely 
explanation of old traditions. Hitherto we have been ex- 





* Doubtlefs, to counteract the effets which would naturally arife, 
in confequence of their difperfion, and to be the beft guide which ghey 


could devife, (but it is very imperfea at beft) to preferve an unity of 


fouad and interpretation, in their flate of varied feparation, 
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tremely liusited as to the nature of our remarks, For, ag 
Mr. B. rejects all the authorities which oppofe the Rabbinical 
doctrines, we were conftrained to compare the parts of his 
afiertions together, and fhow ‘their inconfiltency, We now 
are at liberty far the remainder of our obfervations, to pro- 
ceed in the more ufuak way, 

If the reflections which we have thrown out upon thefe 
fubje&s, fhould fuggeft an opinion, that Mr. B. poileffes a 
warm imagination, and by no means a /sund judgment, pere 
haps the following will place it beyond ail doubt. 

Firft, of his political judgment. In his new plan for a 
correct tranflation, be advifes a colleGion to be made of a 
hundred MSS. from the feveral fynagogues in the various 
capitals of Europe, but all muft agree with Ezra‘s rules, as 
secorded by Maimonides. Now what neceflity, if they are all 
to be literally alike, to gather them from fuch a variety of 
places? Three or four MSS. mutt be obtained, if poffible, 
trom Ferufalem. He then advifes, that the Senate (this is 
Cambridge phrafe) fhould decree, that every F prego who fball 
have convinced them, that by his exertions, he has made himfelf 
capable of hetng ane of the tranflators, fhall be either immediately 
honoured with a DoCTOR’s DEGREE, or indulged with leave 
of MARRYING, without forfeiting bis fellowship, &e. The 
former of thefe can fcarcely be deemed a reward, becaufe every 

rfon of decent abilities, fueceeds to it in courfe, if he wifhes 
to proceed fo far. ‘Fhe latter would, in many cafes, be the 
greateft misfortune which could befall the poor unbeneficed 


fellow of a college. Without means to fupport a familys. 


without the conveniences of even a cottage to lodge them, 
sacked with cares, and {tunned with noife, he would, certainly, 
be very likely to fuftain the venerable part, of unfolding the 
great truths of religion, and correcting in ferene deliberation, 
the complicated errors of palit ages. 

Let us fee alfo his chronological judgment. The affe€tation 
of chronological accuracy in this work, cannot efcape the moft 
fuperficial reader; it is therefore a fair obje& of criticifm. 
P. 46, {peaking of the Jerufalem Talmud, he fays, “ it -was 
compofed about 4230 years of the world, that is, about the 
latter end of the fifth century, and nearly thirty years before the 
Babylonifh Talmud was finifhed ;” but p. 48, he tells us, ** the 
Geonim of Tiberias, introduced thefe points to general ufe, 
about the period we have mentioned, namely, after the finifbing 
of the Babylontfh Talmud, which was about 4260 of the world, 
900 years after Ezra, and about the beginning of the fifth cen- 
tury.” -In the ‘table of errata, this is corre&ted thus, “ read 
%52 years after Ezra, about the‘ ed-of the mealies 
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How can the end of the fifth century be only 852 years afte? 
Ezra? Ezra flourifhed 458 years before Chrit ; the latter end 
of the fifth century muft be, therefore, fomething more than 
goo years after -zra: without the correction of the errata, 
there was a great blunder, and with it a worfe: A chrondloger 
does not ufually exprefs himfelf with fuch latitude as Mr. B; 
Speaking of Ezra, hefays, both in p.17 and 27, ‘* He colleéted 
the facred books about 400 years before Chrift.” Ezra went 
up from Babylon to Jerufalem, 458 years before Chrift: this 
can hardly be ftyled about goo. If all hiltorians wrote in 
this manner, annals and records would foon be ufelefs. 

The tranflator of Jonah certainly may be expeéted to be 
more than ufually correct, in his accounts of the hero of 
his labours. Mr. B. fuppofes with the Hebrew commen- 
tators, that ‘* Jonah was the fon of the woman who fuf: 
tained Elijah,” (p. 75) and that he was the young man of 
the prophets, who was fent by Elifha, ‘* to anoint Jehu, 
King over Ifrael,”’ (p. 76). And, on p. 77, he fays, ‘¢ it 
is ‘probable, that Jonah prophefied at Nineveh, about 700 
years before Chrift.” Is Mr. B. aware of what an im- 
probable, not to fay impoflible, age, he will make the pro- 
phet Jonah, by this ftatement? He muft have been 20 years 
old at leaft, (for he is ftyled a young man of the prophets, 
whoever he were who was fent, 2 Kings ix. 4) when he 
anointed Jehu ; but this tranfaction took place 884 years be- 
fore Chrilt ; and he prophefied at Nineveh 700 years before 
Chrift ; fo that at the time he prophefied, he muft have been 
204 years oldat leaft! Is it probable, or indeed poffible, that a 
man of that great age, fhould have been chofen to travel from 
Jerufalem to Nineveh, to bear the fatigues and perils of a fea 
voyage, and to preach throughout the vaft city of Nineveh of 
three days journey, Jonah iii. 3. If he: had been enabled by 
God to have done this, certainly fome record would have res 
mained, of one of fuch unnatural length of age, performing 
fuch laborious offices*. Mr. B. falls into all this difficulty, 
from furrendering up his judgment to Jewifh commentators. 

All learned chronologers place Jonah about the year 800 
before Chrift. But the author of the books of Kings, does not 
give the moft diltant hint, that the young man of the pro- 
phets, fent to anoint Jehu, was Jonah; neither, indeed, does he 
give any intimation who he was. As to the Jonah the 
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‘* ‘The advanced age of Abraham and Sarah, when Haac was pyo- 
mifed, is exprefsly named. And the promife of a fon to the Shunamite 


woman, her hufband being old. 
fon 








a ee ae 


~ ww Ww wee 














Benjain’s Tranflation of Fonah. 


fon of Amittai, mentioned 2 Kings xiv, 25, he is exprefsly 
faid to be of Gath hepher, in the tribe of Zebulon whereas, 
if Jonah were the fon of the woman of Sarepta, who fultained 
Elijah, he would have been named of Sarepta, which belongeth 
to Zidon, But fuppofing that Mr. B. made a trifling miftake 
of 700 years before Chrift, for 800, ftill he could not have 
been that woman’s fon, nor the young man of the prophets ; 
for then he mu(t have been, at the time of his prophecy, 1o4 
years old at leaft, which is fill highly improbable. There is 
no authority for either of thefe fuppofisions, and the whole 
refts upon the fancy and furmife of Jewith commentators. It 
is fufficient to know, that Jonah was fent to warn Nineveh of 
God’s anger againft the fins of the people ; all other particulars 
of his life are unknown; we are not told his age, neither does 
the credibility of the {tory of Jonah, depend upon any of thefe 
adventitious circum({tances*. 

We will examine only one point more, the theological judg- 
mept of Mr. B. We are at a lofs todetermine, why, with his 
apparently fhallow ftock of learning, he fhould enter the maze 
of fceptical inquiry ; and difcufs, for what reafon Jonah difs 
obeyed God, why he refufed to go upon his miffion, &c. &c. 
Nothing, furely, can have caufed this attempt, but his blind 
attachment to Jewifh commentators. He brings forward two 
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* Mr. B. in his Chronological Table, makes David begin to reign 
two years after Saul, dating from his unétion by Samuel, 1 Sam. xvie 
This differs from all chronologies, and is dire&tly in oppofition to the 
text, 2Sam. ii. 1. Blair’s chronology, rightly ftates Saul to have 
been made King, 1095 before Chrift, and David 1055 ; an interval of 
forty years, But, without reference. to any mode of reckoning, Mr. 
B. makes only ten years from the commencement of Saul’s reign, to David's 
actual poffiffion of the throne, 

We cannot help noticing alfo, the confufion of dates which occurs, 
p. 2g. When Simon the Juft, was added to the great afiembly, 300 
years before Chriit, according to the Liber Cabalz, Mr. B. fays, 
‘** about this time died Ezra, &c.” And, ** about this time the Jews 
who had fettled among the Samaritans, begged to be admitted to join 
the Jews of Jerufalem, in building the temple,” 

Here are two events diftant from each other, no lefs than 58 years, 
glafled under one denomination, ‘* about this time.” The temple 
wag finifhed in the fixth year of Darius; 2, the fon of Hyttafpes, 
(fee Blair) 516 years before Chrift, and\Ezra went up from Babylon 
to Jerufalem, 458 years before Chrift. We ought not to, have fuch 
errors from a man, who dates fome of his events after three differ- 
ent computations at leatt—the coming out of Egypt, the year of the 
world, and the year hefore Chritt. 
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630 Benjoin’s Tranflation of Fonah. 
of them upon this occafion, Abarbenel and Alfhich: and 


here, contrary to his ufual cuftom, he does not place implicit 
confidence in their opinions, but dares to think for himfelf 
Here, therefore, we mult confider ourfelves as in poffefhion of his 
beft judgment ; rendered correé, by fecing the errors of others 
and matured by deep meditation. ; 


** Having informed myfelf of the opinions of thefe learned men, 
1 am enabled with more facility to offer my own. Jonah knew, or 
apprehended, that the inhabitants of Nineveh would turn to God, if 
he announced his miffion, and that the wickednefs of Ifrael would be 
the caufe of their falling into the hands of thofe very Affyrians, if 
the latter were not deftroyed ; he, therefore, avoided the opportunity 
of being informed by his God wuar he fhould announce at Nineveh; 
ig thereby endeavoured to prevent the deftruction of his brethren,” 

2 Sle 


Can we call this obfervation otherwife than puerile? Could 
a Prophet, to whom had been communicated a large meafure of 
the fpirit of God, have thought to fruftrate the defignations of 
Providence? The whole ftory matks juft the contrary. What 
need have we to be arguing upon the mind of the Piochen at 
all? If we mutt do fo, his pride and unwillingnefs to denounce 
judgments which might not, in confequence of the repentance 
of the people of Nineveh, come to pafs, are reafons fufficient 
to fatisfy all unprejudiced perfons. But furely this is the 
ftrangeft conceit that ever was formed in the human mind. 
We mutt underftand, it feems, that the Prophet meant to fet 
up Nineveh as a conduor, to draw off the lightning of God’s 
wrath, and prevent it from burfting upon the otherwife devoted 
heads of Ifraei! * No reafon is affigned in Holy Writ; 
and, therefore, we are not bound to.affign any. It is a matter 
left open to the confideration of mankind: but yet it muft 
not be thought of with folly and impiety. We are aflured 
that our Lord himfelf fanG@ioned the credibility of Jonah’s 
hiftory, reprefenting his miraculous prefervation as a type of 
his own death and refurre@tion. 

Mr. B. writes Englith rather in an agreeable ftyle, and fo far 
has conformed himfelf to one of bis leading qualifications of a 
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* If any one wifhes to form a juft eftimate of the underitanding of 
Rabbinical commentators, let him read the reafons which Mr, 'B. men- 
tions as alledged by them, why Jonah difobeyed God. One of them 


makes Jonah Anime prodigum, wifhing for punifhment on his own 
head, to thow the Jews the danger of difobedience! Not in this fenfe 


did St. Paul, Rom. ix. 3, wi Gra Tene Eves G7F0 Te 4 add Te 
&hagay. See Dr. Bandinel’s admirable fermon on this fubjett, at the 
end of the Bampton Letures, 
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pee tranflator, namely, the competent underftanding of the 
anguage into which he is to tranflate! His tranilation alfo 
bears a femblance of fairnefs, containing his own new tranila- 
tion, the old verfion, and the arrangement and literal fenfe of 
the Hebrew words, all fet forth in one view. 


‘se Cnap. I. 
sox sro 73 mow Sx mm sot 
Tranjlation. 


1. When the word of the Lord was with Jonah the fon of Aniittai, 


faying, 
. Old Verfion. 
‘ Now the woitd of the Lord came unto Jonah the fon of Amittai, 
aying, 
The Arrangement and literal Senfe of the Hebrew Words. 
When was word Jehovah to Jonah fon Amittai faying” 


Here, like all other new tranflators who affect to bring 
forward latent meanings, and forced conftruétions, Mr. B, 
lays himfelf open to queftion and correétion. He is not, we 
are told, a youth ; but his judgment is far from being 
matured. He gives us, p. 14, a lamentable account of the ig- 
norance of the Jews, as to their abilities to interpret their own 
language; perhaps he himf{clf is a proof of the correc?ne/s of mind 
to be obtained from the {chools of the Jewifh commentators. 

One difficulty neceflarily drives him into forced inter 
pretations, which is, his fir{t principle, that the text remains dt 
shee exactly as it came forth from the original writer. 

ence almoft all his emendations arife from torturing words 
into meanings different from that which they natiteally have. 
Thus, ch, ii. 6.. The old tranflation has it, ** The waters 
compaffed me about even to the foul: the depth clofed me 
round about, the weeds were wrapped about my head.” Mr, B. 
contends that the laft words thould ftand, de/fruction hovering 
over my head ; and, in his Hebrew arrangement, ** deftruction 
controling to my head.” Here he leaves his Rabbinical 
guides ; and, in a vein of triumph, at his own fagacity, adds, 
*¢ T would not debafe the purity of the tranflation with the 
alloy of the fabulous conjectures of fome commentators.” 
P, 162. Mr. B. thinks that the old tranflation “ enervates 
and disjoints.the very climax,” &c. (p. 156). Let us firft try 
the matter on this ground, We fay, the very poetical turn of 
the verfe requires mp to be rendered weeds, and not deftruction. 
In the preceding verfes, the Prophet, according to Mr. B.’s 
own tranflation, had been lamenting his being’ ** in the depth 
of the abyfs,” (v. 3); “im the very bofom of the fea—all thy 
billows and thy, waves carried me down,” (Vv. 4); “ I was 
banifhed from thy regard,” (v. 5); and then, in v. 6, He 
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tranflates ‘ yea,” (a plain affirmation of what had been be- 
fore faid) the water had encompaficd me even to the foul! ] 
was enclofed in the abyfs’”—A}] the ideas are of depth, of 
being out of God’s fight, and regard by reafon of the abyfs,” 
&c. What then .fhould follow? In the true fpirit of the 
Hendiadys, which prevails through Hebrew poetry, a repeti- 
tion of the depth is not only natural. and allowable, but ex- 
tremely beautiful. : 
The depth clofed me round about : 


‘The weeds were wrapped ahout my head. 


Now, that fpeaking of weeds wrapping him about, was fy-. 


nonymous with depth, Mr. B. may iofer from Theophrattus, 
In his.Lib. Stirpium Hiltoriz 4, cap. 7, he, {peaks of three 
forts of Algze ; two of them he calls apeoyaa, growing onthe 
fhores, and near the land ; the third, wsvhov or w:Aayiov, grow- 
ing in the depths of the fea. Modern experience juftifies 
this obfesvation. To fay, therefore, that the weeds wrapped 
him, was as much as to fay he was irthe depth of the fea: 
the very idea which pervades the whole prayer of Jonah in 
this place. We own that, abftractedly fpeaking, deftru@ion 
hovering over the head, is not an unpoetical idea. Many other 
poetical ideas might have been invented , but the original can- 
not fignify defruciion in this palfage, with the leaft degree of 
fenfe or propriety. Nunc non erit his Jocus. But, meritis 
expendite caufam. ‘The word >, occurs ten times in the 
Old Teftament ; twice in the book Exodus; once in the 
Prophet Hfaiah ; and, in our prefent fubjeét, it ftands fingle, 
and muf? be rendered weed, Alga, Careétum, juncetum, &c. 
Five times in the Pfalms; and once in Jeremiah we meet 
with the combination o =, the fea of weed, the empha- 
tical defcription of the Ked Sea, hy then are we to depart 
in this inftance from the ufual force of the word? We cannot 
facrifice to Mr. B.’s vanity or judgment. ‘We have nothing 
to do with mmo, that word is not to be found, in one fingle in- 
fiance, confounded with >». 

We mutt alfo notice’his tranflation of wan. In his tranfla- 
tion he interprets it Aovering ; in his verbal arrangement con- 
troling :—we cannot conceive upon what grounds. wan is uni- 
verfally rendered Jigavit, alligavit, accinxit, and by Metonym. 
frravit, inftravit, jumentum fcilicet, quod fit ligatione cingulorum. 
On what pretence, then, can it be rendered otherwife than by 
ideas of wrapping, encircling, or covering? We have yet te 
learn what confroling to my head, can.poflibly mean. _ 

Chap. iii.g.. Smasw gym. ‘Mr. B. here introduces 2 

‘new rendering, interpreting % whoever, 9 is an interroga- 
2 : tion. 
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toon. He introduces, however, his. Hebrew friends to help 
him out. But he is not aware that their comment turns upon 
the word yw, not». They contend for a meaning about 
confcioufnels of fin ; not whether + fignifies who, or who- 
foever. Thus Alfhich, on the words who knoweth, gives the 
idea who is confctous of fin? Let every man turn from what 
he is confcious, &c. and thus, im the interpretations of Jona- 
than, Yarchi, and Aben Ezra, the meaning is who knoweth ? 
oer, rather, who is confcious of fin? But there is no neceflity 
for rendering it whoforver. mis clearly an interrogative: the 
faine expreflion occuss, Joel ii. 14. Compare alfo Ecclef, iii. 21, 
and vi. 12; where the fenfe is perfe&ly defined, and muft be 
rendered who,-not whoever. 

Chap. iv. 2. Nothing can be more truly ridiculous, not to 
fay falle, than the claudicant lines, printed as blank verfes, in 
which all fenfe is facrificed to abfurd and groundlefs fyftem. 
Mr. B, tranflates the ; affage thus : 


** So he prayed unto the Lord, and faid, —~ 

Hear my prayer, O Lord, ix thefe my words, 

While | am yet upon the earth : 

That I have been forward in haftening to Tarfhith was 
Becaufe I know thou art the gracious, the merciful, 
The long-fuffering God‘! compaffionating, 

And relenting in punifhment.” 


and, to fhow the utmott exacinefs, in his Hebrew arrangement 
he renders it : 

** And prayed to the Lord and faig Oh! Jehovah truly this my 
eword while my being upon my earth upon thus I have forwarded to 
haften to Tarthith for 1 kaow that thou God gracious and merciful 
long wrath and abundant mercy and confidering upon the punifh- 
ment.” 


Can any thing well be more prepofterous ? 29 my won in 
thefe my words. It is not potlible 10 conceive a falfer render- 
ing. Where is sn any other than a negative interrogation ? 
The old verfion, was not this my faying? is perfe&ly confiftent. 
Did I not fay that I fhould be difgraced as a Prophet, becaufe 
thou art gracious, and would{t forgive Nineveh upon repen- 


tance? andthus my denunciation of deftru€tion would not be 


accomplifhed, whence I fhould be défpifed, &c. 

Chap. iv. 4,9. tris the fretfulnefs of anger, irritability, 
not anxiety. But Mr. B, prefles the word into the fervice of 
his ftrange hypothefis, as tending to refcue Jonah from the 
charge of prefumption, and indecorous language to God; a 
charge, of which doubtlefs he was guilty. He well explains 
his own motive for his fiight, becaufe his vanity would — 
rom 
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from his being deemed a falfe prophet, when the Divine Mercy 
fhould accept the repentance of Nineveh, and avert its doom. 

There is fuch a femblance of fairnefs (as we before obferved 
and fuch an affec?ation of critical nicety in the whole of whi 
work, that we cannot refrain from pointing to fome particular 
paffages of this fort*. 

Ch. i. ve tr. aya ov. 3. madam oom—Wben the 
Lord fpake to Jonah—then Jonah arofe. This is not accord- 
ing to the ufual Hebrew idiom, mentioning events which took 
place at the fame period of time. ‘The prepofition 9 is ufually 
prefixed: fee Pfalmcxiv. 1. When Ifrael went out of Egypt, 
comynn byw neva. If the tranflation is future, then the twa 
vaus exprefs fucceflive events ; Judges ix. 22, 23.. When Abi- 
melech had reigned three years (it fhould be ruled) then the 
Lord‘fent, &c. sax w4——nrdx mhem—Mr. B. adopts this 
mode of rendering, becaufe, he fays, the firft can refer ta 
nothing going before. ‘That, by the way, is begging the quef- 
tion. Who can fay, whether the book Jonah aé erigine ttood 
perfeily fingle, and was nat a part of the book, or a book of 
the Prophets? But what needlefs difficulties arife from his 
over {crupuloufnefs ! y is rendered, in the firft verfe, when; 3rd, 
then, or and; 5th, and; 7th, but; &c. &c. | 

Ch.i. v.2. Wethink we may defy Mr. B, to fpecify a 
paflage, where wp fignifies to prophefy. 

Ch.i.v.5. The old verfion is diterally corre&—* But 
Jonah was gone down into the fides of the fhip, and he lay 
and was faft afleep.”  wyam Mr. B. tranilates, while Jonah 
w/o had defcended. Inhis Hebrew arrangement, for py 320 
he puts, and laid down was afleep, for, and lay down and was 
ofieep. In his tranflation too, there is another inaccuracy, 
** who had defcended and laid himfelf down in one of the cor- 
ners,” &c. The fa& f{eems to be, that he went down delow, as 
our failors would fay, and lay down. Such things as thefe would 
not be neceffarily noted in ordinary writers ; but when a man 
calls all the world foolst, and ignorant, and allumes to bien 

the 
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* Neither mut we omit noticing how very largely this tranflator 
deals in hard names—gyywa the heads of the divinity fchools in Ti- 
berias—p mys the fenate of facred learning—73 p71 M3 *D Tp RNDT 2 
the book, or roll, according to Ezra, &c. What is all this but jargon 
and artifice ? dd captandum vuleus. 

+ * Never awas time, and vait fams of money, fo unprofitably be-* 
ftowed, as that of the juft-mentioned collator (Dr. Kennicott) and of 
his,liberal fupporters. ‘Thoufands of pounds have been employed in 


the parchafe of a multitude of decayed Bibles, that muft have = 
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the moft fagacious attention to accuracy, it is our duty to ex. 
claim, in his ear, Memento te effe hominem. 

Ch. i. v.6. comp. “ What ails thee? Sleeping !" 
Direétly contrary to the genius of the Hebrew idiom, and fa- 
vouring more of the apojtrophe of modern romance, than the 
dignity of Holy Writ. In the Hebrew arrangement he has 
it: « What to the fleeping.” ove is the paffive participle, O 
Somno fopite, obrute, Where is the boafted accuracy here? 
The original is, what can you be thinking of —What (thoughts 
can be) to you, O overwhelmed with fleep ?. How can you 
fleep ** in an hour fo rude?” Arife, &c. 

Ch. i. v. 7. Smn dow And the lot repeatedly fell. Not- 
withftanding all Mr. B’s Talmudical authorities; we fhall 
boldly proteft againft this rendering. We might as foon ad- 
mit the Koran as evidence: Sn is xar’ toy,’ The Lot of 
death, the ** nigrum theta,” and has no reference to plurality. 
When the plural /ots is ufed, we find m>ua—See Levit. xvi. 8. 

Ch. ii. v. 2. moray goa? Mr. B. renders * to fwallow of 
Jonah,” His prepofterous nicety is peculiarly unfortunate 
here ; ng notes an accufative after ative verbs ; a nominative 
after paflives ; and, when joined with nouns or pronouns, may 
govern a dative, an accufative, or ablative. But a genitive is 
no where to be found, but in: Mr. B.’s code. 

Chap. iii. v. 4. mou MA Or ops ny—Mr. B. renders, 
*¢ there are flill forty days: Nineveh is loft.” A wanton va- 
riation from the Bible verfion, which is fufficiently correct. B 
leaving out the conjunction ;, the fenfe and beauty of the paf- 
fage are done away. But who will wonder at either Mr. B.’s 
additions or mutilations, when we find him, in his note on 
Ch. ii. v. t. gravely contending that py» comes from at to ap- 
point, "Whoever heard of a radical + being changed? yp» is 
formed from mp9 to prepare. Vide Buxtorf in voc. But we 
need not purfue thefe remarks further, If any one would fee, 
at large, the confequence of Mr. B.’s blind attachment to the 
Rabbinical fuperftition, refpecting the integrity ef the He- 
brew text, let him examine his rendering in chap. ii. v. 7, 
while the earth continually fled from me ! 

We have thus attended Mr. B. through his work, far more, 
elaborately than his execution of it deferved, But the old 
maxim, principiis obffa, \ed us to oppole this attempt to revive 
the exploded doétrines of Rabbinical fuperftition, 


S 





caft out of the Jews’ fynagogues! The more imperfect they were 
found to be, the more invaluable, it feems, was the acquifition of them 
confidered by the learned Dottor.’”” P. 22. After reading this paflage, 
will any one deem the term arrogant, too harfh an appellation ? 
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Mr. B. has much yet to learn every way, before he can prove 
himfelf competent to be a tranflator of the Old Teftament. 
Before ‘he again publifhes fuch lucubrations, we mult recom: 
mend to him to ftudy, unprejudicedly, the learned Differtatio 
Generalis of Dr. Kennicott; where he will find every new 
pofition of his own reveries-moft completely anfwered. It is a 
work, which, either in itfelf, or in its references: contains 
every thing material to the true underftanding of all the fub- 
jects upon which we have touched: and the hints in our notes 
are chiefly taken from it. We have particularly mentioned 
this book, inftead of others which we could name, Walton’s 
Prolegomena, &c. &c. in order that Mr. B. may, as he reads, 
be fenfible how irreverently he has treated thé “ venerable 
learned of the age ;” (p. 72) and efpecially may repent of 
the injury done to the memory of the learned Dr. Kenni- 


cott; a man equally amiable in his private, and ufeful in bis 


public life. But the fact is, Rabbinical fuperftition fell before. 


him. 
———— Cyllenide confodit harpe, 


Hine ill lacryme I!!! 





Art. VII. Yranfactions of the Linnaan Society. Volume III. 
4to. 335 pp. 11.1s. White, Fleet-Street. 1797. 


iw is with great pleafure that we contemplate the fuccefsful 

progrefs of this Society, in their inveftigation of the fubjects 
of Natural Hiftory ; which is carried on with a diligence that 
does honour not only to the members, and their prefident, but 
to the country at large*. The firft article in this volume, con- 
tains obfervations on fome rare Britifh infeéts, by the late Mr. 
William Lewin, Thefe are, 1x. Sphinx apiformis, Lim 
2. Sphinx crabroniformis. 3. Phalena Trifolii. 4. Ich- 
neumon Chryfopus. Of thefe, the larva of the firft feeds in 
the bark of the poplar, and changes to achryfalis in April ; the 
fly appears in. Junc. The 2nd, feeds on the wood of the 
fallow, (falix caprea, Lin.) in the heart of which it {pins 
itfelf up in November, but does not change to a chryfalis till 
May following; the fly appeags in July. 





* For our account of the fecond volume of thefe Tranfattions, fee 
Brit. Crit, vol. v. pe 89. 
The 
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The 3rd infect, or Phalana Trifolii, is a fpecies of confider- 
able fize: its larva feeds on trefoil, and changes to a pupa in 
June ; the fly appearsin Anguft. Thefe larvx are to be found 
on the grally uncultivated chalk-hills of Kent, and particularly. 
near Darent Wood; they fecrete themfelves under ftones, 
during the day, and come forth to feed in the evening. 

The 4th infe& is the Ichneumon Chryfopus, and feems to 
be a new fpecies ; it is thus defcribed, in a note, by Mr. 
Marfham, viz. ** Antenne fetacex, flave, Thorax niger, 
flavo varie maculatus; fcilicet lineola ante alas; fub ortu 
alarum punctum flavum. Scutellum nigrum, punétis quatuor 
flavis. Pone fcutellum pun@um flavum utringue. Abdomen 
nigrum, marginibus fegmentorum flavis. Pedes flavi, femoribus 
bali nigris.”’ 

All thefe infeéts are extremely well figured, on two coloured 
plates. 

The next article relates a fingular faé, in the hiftory of the 
common mole, which, from this account, appears to have been 
feen fwimming towards a {mall ifland in the lake of Clunie, 
in Scotland, 180 yards diftant from the neareft land. 

The third article prefents us with the hiftory of three {pecies 
of Caffidz, which are {cientifically defcribed, by the Rev. Mr. 
Kirby. Thefeare the liriophora (a new {pecies), the viridis of 
Linnzus, or one extremely refembling it, and the maculata, 

The fourth article contains obfervations on the migration 
of certain Britifh birds, by Edmund Lambert, Efq. of Boyton, 
near Heytefbury, Wilts. 

To this fucceeds an account, illuftrated with an outlined 
plate, of the Canis Grains Hibernicus, or Irifh Wolf-Dog, 
by A. B. Lambert, Efq. F.R.S. &c, 


Art. 6. The Botanical Hiftary of the Mentha exigua. By James 
Edward Sinitth, M.D, F.R.S. P.L.S. © 
From ‘this hiftory it appears, that the fuppofed Mentha 


exigua of authors 1s, in reality, no other than the Cunila 
pulegioides of Linnzeus, a North-American plant. 


Art. 7. Obfervations on the Occonomy of the Ichneumgn Ma- 
nifeftator. By T. Martham} Eig. Sec, L. S. 


A curious paper, relative to the fingular inftin& fhewn by 
this animal, in feeking out a proper fituation for depofiting its 
eggs, and, at the fame time, rendering abortive the labour and 
fagacity of another animal, which, to all appearance, had 
rendered its offspring perfectly {ccure. An elusidatory co- 
loured plate is added, ;" 

fut. 
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Art. 8. Defcription of a new Spectes of Opercularia, called 
Opercularia paleata. By Thomas Young, F.R.S. and L.S, 


The whole defeription of this plant is given in Latin: and 
is executed with great exaéinefs. 


Ast. 9. Defcriptions of Eight new Fifbes, from Sumatra. By 
Mr. Mungo Park, A.L.S. 


Thefe fifhes are the Chetodon canaliculatus, Chetodon 
trifafciatus, Perca Junulata, Perca aurata, Perca Sumatrenfis, 
Scomber filamentofus, Baliftes niger, and Baliftes undulatus. 


Of thefe, the Perca lunulata is illuftrated by a coloured plate, 
This is alfo in Latin, 


Art. 10. Lindfaa, a new Genus of Ferns, ByJonas Dryander, 
Te A. Libr. R.S, and F.L.S, 


This is 2 very curious paper, and contains feveral fpecies, 
accompanied by plates, of this newly-inftituted genus, which 
is named from Mr. John Lindfay, an affiduous and fkilful 
botanift, in Jamaica; whofe paper on the germination of the 
Ferns, appeared in the fecond yolume of the Linnzan Tranf- 
aCtions. 


Art. 15. Ona new Species of Tellina, not defcribed by Linnaus, 
’ By William George Maton, A.B. F.L.S. 


This fpecies, according to Mr. Maton, has never been 
noticed by any Britifh conchologifl, and was, probably, un- 
known to Lianzus: it is, howeyer, figured in Gualtieri ; but 
is confounded by Profeffor Gmelin, in his edition of the Syf- 
tema Naturz, with the Tellina cornea, from which it effen- 
tially differs. Figures of the thell are given. 


Art. 12, Odfervations on the Generi¢ Charagter of Ulva, 
with Defcriptions of fome new Species. By ‘Thomas Jenkinfon 
Woodward, Efq. F. L.S. 


To thefe excellent obfervations is fubjoined a fynopfis of the 
fpecies. 


Art. 13. Account of a Species of Bark, the original aM 
Quina of Peru. By John Hawkins, Efg. of Dorcheiter. 


This account was communicated to A. B. Lambert, Efq. 
by Mr. Hawkins, and defcribes a tree, which differs from. the 
Cinchonas, or bark-tree, properly.fo called, but is affirmed to be 
the tree to which the name Quina-Quina was originally given" 
by the natives of South America. The account is accompanied 
by a plate. F 
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Art.14. Natural Hifory of Perca Jeandens. By Lieutenant 
Daldorf, of Tranquebar. 

This account was communicated to the Society by Sir 
Jofeph Banks, and defcribes a fpecies of Perch, which is faid to 
poffefs the power of climbing up the bodies of trees, by means 
of the {piny proceifes of its branchioftegous membranes, affifted 
by thofe of its fins, &c. [t was taken by L, Daldorff, in the 
act of climbing up the lower part of the Palm, called Borailus 
fabellifer, overhanging a pool of water. [It is fajd to be te- 
pacjous of life, and to furvive many hours, after being placed 
on dry fand. This account js rather of the incredible kind : 
and reminds us of Ovid's | 

— hic fumméa pifcem deprendit in ulmo, 


Art. 15. The fpecific Charaéters of fome minute Shells, dif- 
covered ch the Coaft of Pembrokefbire, with an Account of a new 
Maring Animal. ‘ By John Adams, Efq. F.L.S. 


Mott of thefe fhells are illuftrated by figures. The marine 
animal, not appearing to occur in any work on natural hiftory, 
nor agreeing in jts characters with any other of the Mollufca, 
formsa new genus, which Mr. Adams has diftinguifhed by the 
title of Derris, A figure.of the animal is given, 

Art. 16, Qn the Latin Terms ufed in Natural Hiftory, By the 
~~ ‘Rev, John Brant, A.M, A.L.S. . 
In this paper, Mr, Brand. defends the injtitution of the 


Latin terms ufed in modern Natural Hiftory, and contends, 
that fuch terms *‘ may be éarbareus, when not found in any 


good Latin author ; or émpropricties (verba impropria, Quint.). 


when, although fo found, they are not found to be ufed in the 
fame fenfe ;” but “ that it does not, on the latter account 
alone, follow that they are fo.” ‘This, he adds, is proved from 
the pra@tice of the ancient grammarians, in the invention of 
technical terms, in conjunction with the authority of Cicero. 


Art.17. Additional Obfervations on the Britifh Species of 
Carex. By the Rev. Samuel Goodenough, LL.D. F.R.S. 


af L. & 

This is executed with the fame {cientific exactnefs, which 
diftingnithed Dr. G.’s former paper on the fame fubjec, 
vol. ii. It is accompanied by an engraging of the Carex pulla. 
— Art.18, A Defcription of .the Porbeagle Shark, the Squalus 
Cornubicus, of Gmelin, Var. « By the Rev. Samuel Good- 
enough, &c. &c. 

An accurate defcription, elucidated by a figure in outlines, 
of a {pecimen of this animal, which was caught at Haftings, 
in September, 1793. i 

rt. 
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Art. 19. Obfervations on the Britifh-Fuci, with particular 
Defcriptions of each Species. By the Rev. Sam. Goodenough, 
“4 &c, and Thomas Jenkinfon Woodward, Efq. LL.B. 


This is a.moft elaborate and excellent difquifition, relative 
to the plants of which it treats) The number of {pecies 
defcribed amounts to no lefs than feventy-two, and the whole 
forms fo valuable a feries of obfervations, as to be juftly con. 
fidered as one of the moft important papers yet publithed by 
the Linnzan fociety. Asa fpecimen of the manner of de- 
{cription, &c. we fhall fele& the Fucus veficulofus. 


«« F, fronde dichotoma integerrima veficulis innatis axillaribufque, 
apicibus tumidis tuberculatis acutiufculis. Herb: Buddle, p.4. Petiver, 
p- 32. Unedale, vol. t. pot. m1. & po Sem. 1,2, 36 Re Sym. p. 40, 
> Ad. Parif. 1772, partie 2de, pl. 3.'f. 6, 10, 1, 125 13. 

ucus Quercus marina. Gm. p. 60. 
veficulofus. Linn. Sp. Pl. 1626. Fl. Ang. p. 576. FI. Scot, 
p- 904. Withering, val. 3. p. 241i.  Stackhoufe, Ner. Brit, p. 4. ts 2. 

8. Divaricatus—veficulis axillaribus dilatatis, axillis divaricatis, 
Uvedale, val. 1. ~p. 4. Mor. Hift. Oxon. iii. 647. f. 16.0.8. fit. 

F, Siverieatd™ Linn, Sp. Pi. 1627. Syp. Hi. Soon a Sot : 

F. veficulofus y. Fl. Ang. p. 577. Withering, vol. 3+ p. 242. 

y. Inflaius—fronde apicem verfus veficulofo-inflata. Buddle, p. 5. 
%. 2. 


2 
F, inflatus. FY. Scot. p. gt0. Smith, Icomes Plant. rar. fafe. 3. 





t.75¢ 
y Acutusefronde apicibus produttis lanceolatis. Buddle, p. 4. 
Me Se 

Z Foliaceus—ramis proliferis, ramulis obovatis. Baddle, p. 5. m. 4. 

U. Volubilis—fronde contoriuplicata, Buddle, p.7. ms. 45 5 

F. volubilis. F/. Ang. p. 577 

Hebitat in ropibus et faxis fubmarinis frequens. € prope Fame 
bridge ferry, Effex. Buddle.—In Afiuario Ciceftrienfi. Ray. 

Radix callus expanfus—Frons pedalis, bipedalis, plana, alata, di- 
chotoma, marginibus integerrimis, ramis fterilibus obtufis— Per totam 
paginam puntia prominula fparfa—Apices valde tumidi ovati acuti- 
ufculi (in 9 lanceolati acuti), tuberculati, tuberculis plurimis confertis 
prominulis—Per totam frondem veficule duplici ferie innate ; quedam 
etiam folitariz ad axillas—Color olivaceus-——Subfamntia cartilaginea. 

Var. ® Ramos ad dichotomias valde divaricatos habet nimirum 
pre veficula axillari dilatata, vel forfan pra duabus veficulis coadunatis 
—Cextera ut in a. 

Var.y. Rami ex cafu quodam, five forfan morbo inflari videntur, 
quafi hydropico. 

Var. 3. Omnia habet ut var. «, preterquam quod apices lanceolats 
acuti, at in eddem planta, nonnunquam apices hj Janceolati, illi ovals’ 


acutiuicula 
V ars 




















Tranfattions of the Linnaen Society. Wel. Ill. bar 


Far. Ramis vi flu&eum abruptis, qud injuriam reparare queat, 
ramulos plurimos, confertos obovatos pleramgue emittit, aded ut vix 
varietas dici poteft. 

Var. {. rons contorquetur aded ut non facilé explicari poteftt— 
Czxtera cum « habet communia. 

The various authors who have written upon the Fauci have very un 
warrantably divided the varieties included in the denomination we/icue 
Jofus, into numerous {pecies ; but natare has fhewn the true limit: the 
appearance of bladders in the frond is its unerring characteriftic, By 
this mark it becomes feparated from /erratus, /piralis, and cerancides—— 
thele fize and fituation of thefe bladders are not fufliciently conitant to 
conftitute different fpecies. 

1. Inthe firft variety the veficles are tanged on each fide of the rib 
ahroughout the frond, and alfoat.the axillz, ‘The frond itfelf varies 
in having its branches from a quarter of an inch to a full inch in 
breadth, with edges either plane or undulated as in /pira/is. ‘The ends 
of the branches when in fru¢ctuation are {wollen and fomewhat acute. 

‘The variety dvarisatus is remarkable for having the bladders in 
fome of the axille (for it is by no means conftant in all) extremely 
dilated, asif two veficles had been confluent intoone; in confequence 
the branches fork off wider than ufual, and become divaricated, We 
have not obferved this variety in fruciification ; in Southampton river 
we have feen it fumewhat twilted. 

3. The variety inxflatus is occafioned by a difeafe. By fome 
means or other a body of air is introduced- between the two coats of 
the frond, and thus gives ita bladder-like appearance. ‘That it is 
accidental is evident, from its not happening ulually in more than one 
or two branches in any given plant. 

. The variety acatus we fo call from the lanceolate terminations of 
Sn baci The fame plant, however, occafionally fnrnifhes lanceo- 
Jate terminations, and others fomewnhat bluntifh. 

. We can fcarcely call foliaceus a variety ; it is merely a plant 
which, in the vigour of its growth having been broken off by fome 
violence, endeavours to repair itfelf in an irregular manner, producing 
clufters of new branches rciembling obavate leaves, Thefe are princi- 
pally from the broken extremities; but they are alfo found on the 
fides, and even upon the expanded root. As in ceranoides, this proli- 
ferous tendency does not take place unlefs the membrane is torn off. 
It differs from the firft variety in no other particular. 

6. This is the wo/xbilis of Mr. Hudion. It cannot, however, be 
called a diftinc&t fpecies; for its form is the fame nearly as the firft, 
only it is extremely twifted ; however, the contortion of the frond in 
Fy:i is no charaéter of diftin¢ction, as occafionally it is feen in all the 
varieties above-mentioned. The wolxdilis of Linnzas is not a Britifh 
plant. . \ 

He who would with for farther information, would do well to con- 
fult Gmelin, Lightfoot, and others, who have written largely upon’the 
fubjett: 

Its true and conflant character is veficles on the branches, and at the 
awilia of the dichotomies, 

The 
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The figure of Morifon £ 15. 7. 8. f. 10, as quoted by Gmelin ig 
his a, and by Hudfon to his variety 8, belongs to that variety of 
fpiralis which has plain and entire margins, and not to veficulofus, 
The fynonyms of Gmelin are to be received with great caution; he 
has fallen into many miftakes. 


In Buddle’s Herbarium, p. 7. ms 45 5. are f{pecimens of véficulofus 
extremely twifted. They are the /piralis or wobubilis of Mr. Hudfon,; 
not of Linnzus and Mr. ra ey There is a note fubjoined, men. 
tioning, that they were gathered near Fambridge Ferry, in Effex; 
They are our laft variety, if indeed any exact limit can be drawn be. 
tween that and the firft, for, as we have already obferved, contortion 
feems accidental in this fpecies.” P, 144. 


Art. 20. Defcription of Ulva punétata. By John Stack: 
houfe, Efq. F. L. S$. 


Art. 21. Obfervations on the genus Porella, and the Phafcum 
daulefcens'of Linneus. By. Mr. James Dickfon, F. L. S. 


Ait. 22. Defcription of Ribes fpicatum. By Mr. Edward 
frp Rebfon, Poth Ss. 


_ Art. 23. Obfervations on the Infects that infefted the Corn 
wn the Year 1795, in @ Letter to the Reverend Samuel Good- 
enough, LL, D. Sc. By ‘Thomas Marfham, Efg. Sec. L.S. 


This is a paper of confiderable importance, as well as cu- 
riofity ; and defcribes, with great accuracy, the appearance of 
certain {mall infects of different kinds which are occafionally 
found on wheat, &c. Of thefe, the larva of the well-known 
little infeét, the Thrips phyfapus, fo frequently feen in flowers, 
feems, from Mr. Kirby’s obfervations, in his letter to Mr. 
Mattham, to be the animal which moft injured the wheat in 
the year above-mentioned. A coloured plate, containing f- 

ures of thefe, as well as of fome other infeéts found on 
wheat, is added. 


Art. 24. Defcriptions of Afinia crafficornis, and fome Britifh 
Shells. By John Adams, Efq. F. L.S. 


This is an addition to Mr. Adams's former paper on the 
fame fubje&, 


Art. 25. Botanical Charafers of fome Plants of the natural 
ee of Myrti. By James Edward Smith, M. D. F-R.S. 
. . S. 


It muft be almoft needlefs to fay, that this is a learned and 
judicious difquifition, relative to the natural order above-men- 
tigned : it is not, however, meant to contain every genus in 


that order, but only a certain number, viz. Jmbricaria, 
Backia, 
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Beckia, Leptofpermum, Fabricia, Metrofideros, Melaleuca, 
Myrtus, Eugenia, and Eucalyptus. 


Art. 26. Obfervations on the genus Ocftrus. By Mr. Brac 
Clark, Veterinary Surgeon, ard F. L. S, 


The hiftory of the: Britith Oeftri here delivered by Mr. 
Clatk, is a produCtion of uncommon merit. In this account, 
the various errors of authors, relative to the different fpecies, 
the mifquotations and confufion of fynonyms, &c. are molt 
accurately and fatisfactorily elucidated. The defcription of 
the Oeftrus Equi, which is the fpecies that produces what are 
commonly termed Softs in horfes, and the manner in which 
the ova are introduced into the ftomach and inteftinal canal, 
are fo curious, that we fhall, for the gratification of our rea- 
ders, extract a part of the account of this f{pecies. 


«« The mode purfued by the parent fly to obtain for its young 2 
fituation in the ftomach of the horfe is truly fingular, and is effe¢ted in 
the following manner :—When the female has been impregnated, and 
the eggs are faSiciendly matured, fhe feeks among the horfes a fubjecé 
for her purpofe, and approaching it on the wing, fhe holds her body 
nearly upright in the air, and her tail, which 1s lengthéned for the 
purpofe,.curved inwards and upwards; in this way fhe approaches the 
part where fhe defigns to depofit the egg; and fufpending herfelf for 
a few feconds before it, feddealy darts upon it, anil leaves the egg ad« 
hering to the hair: fhe hardly appears to fettle, but merely touches 
the hair with the egg held out on the projected point of the abdomen, 
‘The egg is made to adhere by means of a glutinous liquor fecreted 
with itr. She then leaves the horfe at a {mall diftance, and prepares a 
fecond egg, and, poifing herfelf before the part, depofits it in the fame 
way. ‘The liquor dries, and the egg becomes firmly glued to the 
hair: this is repeated by various flies, till 4 or soo eggs are fometimes 
placed on one horfe. 

« The horfes, when they become ufed to this fly, and find it does 
them no injury, as the Tabani and Conopes, by fucking their blood, 
hardly regard it, and do not appear at all aware of its infidious object. 

«© The fkin of the horfe is always thrown into a tremulous motion 
on the touch of this infect, which merely arifes from the very great 
irritability of the {kin and cutaneous mufcles at this feafon of the year, 
occafioned by the continual teafing of the flies, till at length théfe 
mufcles aét involuntarily on the flighteft touch of any body whatever, 

‘«¢ The infide of the Boa is the part on which thefe flies are moft 
fond of depofiting their eggs, and next to this on the fide and back 
par of the thoulder, and lefs frequently ‘on the extreme ends of the 

airs of the mane. But it is a fact worthy of attention, that the fly 
does not place them promifcuoufly about the body, but conftantly on 
thofe parts which are moft liable to be- licked with the tongue ; and 
the ova, therefore, are always ferupuloufly placed within its reach, 
Whether shis be an aét of reafon or of inftinct, it is certainly a ve 
remarkable: 
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remarkable one. 1 fhould fufpect, with Dr. Darwin, it cannot be the 
latter, as that ought to direct the performance of any act in one way only, 

** Whichever of thefe it may be, it is, without doubt, one of the 
ftrongeft examples of pure inftinct, or of the moft circuitous reafonir 
any infect is capable of. ‘The eggs thus depofited, I at firft fuppofe 
were loofened from the hairs by the moifture of the tongue, aided by 
its roughnefs, and were conveyed to the ftomach, where they were 
hatched ; but, on more minute fearch, I do not find this to-be the 
cafe, or at leaft only by accident, for when they have remained on 
the hairs four or five i i they become ripe, after which time the 
flighteft application of warmth and moitture is fufficient to bring forth 
in an inftant the latent 4arva. At this time, if the tongue of the 
horfe touches the egg, its operculum is thown open, and a frnall active 
worm is produced, which readily adheres to the moift furface of the 
tongue, and is from thence conveyed with the food _to the ftomach. If 
the egg itfelf be taken up by accident, it may pafs on to the inteftinal 
canal before it hatches; in which cafe its exiftence to the full growth 
js more precarious, and certainly not fo agreeable, as it is expofed to 
the bitternefs of the bile. 

*¢ I have often, with apair of {ciffars, clipped off fome hairs 
with the eggs on them, from the horfe, and on placing them in the 
hand, moiftened with faliva, they have hatched in a few feconds. At 
other times, when not perfectly ripe, the /@rva would not appear, 
though held inthe hand under the fame circumftances for feveral 
hours ; a fufficient proof that the eggs themfelves are not conveyed to 
the ftomach. 

‘«¢ It is fortunate for the animals infefted by thefe infects, that their 
numbers are limited by the hazards they are expofed to. I fhould 
fufpeé near a hundred are loft, for one that arrives at the perfect ftate 
of a fly. The eggs, in the firft place, when ripe, often hatch of 
auialiie, and the /arva, without a nidus, crawls about till it dies; 
others are wafhed off by the water, or are hatched by the fun and 
moifture thus applied together. | 

«* When in the month of the animal they have the dreadful ordeal 
of the teeth and maftication to pafs through. On their arrival at 
the ftomach, they may pafs, mixed with the mafs of food, into the in- 
teftines ; and, when full grown, on dropping from the anus to the 
ground, a dirty road or water may receive them.—If on the com- 
mons, they are in danger of being crufhed to death, or of being 
picked up by the birds who fo conftantly for food attend the footiteps 
of the cattle. Such are the contingencies by which Nature has 
wifely prevented the too great increafe of their numbers, and the total 
deftruétion of the animals they feed on.” P. 304. 

How the ftrange abfurdity, of attributing reafon to an inka, 
could poffibly be admitted by an intelligent writer, as in any 
degree probable, wecannot conceive. But itis one proof,among 
many, of the wretched effect of Dr. Darwin’s wild fyftem of 
materialifm, which raifes infeéts to men, and degrades men to 
infeéts. The act here defcribed has every mark’of a true i- 

in@ ; being performed uniformly by a whole fpecies ; with 


only fuch fmall variations as all inftin@s admit. 
ART. 
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Arr. VIII. Three Memorials on French Affairs, written in 
the Years 1791, 1792, and 1793. By the late Right Hy, 
Edmund Burke. 244 pp. 2s. 6d. Rivingtons ; and 
Hatchard, in Piccadilly, 1797. 


OPIES of fome of the late Mr. Burke’s papers, in dif- 
ferent {tates of corretnefs, having been detained by fraud, 

by a perfon who, as it appears, had been relieved in the deepett 
diftrefs by his bounty*, they have been now advertifed for pub- 
lication. ‘This ftep, which we hope is perfe@ly fingular, did 
not leave thofe friends, to whofe known ability he confided the 
care of his unpublifhed works, ‘* the mafters of the time, or- 
der, and method to be obferved in the execution of their truft.” 
It is however to be obferved, that if, as to order and method, 
the editor or editors of thefe pieces have not been able to do 
all that they-might have had defigned, and with more time 
might have performed, much has yet been effe&ted. But to 
{truggle again{t fraud is not the fole debt which one of his fur- 
viving friends, the writer of the preface to thefe Memorials, 
is Called upon to pay to the memory of Mr. Burke. He has 
to oppofe two attempts, which formerly would have been 
looked on as atrocious, but which the morals of thefe enlight- 
ened times permit, on his pofthumous fame. It is ftated, at 
the end of the Preface, that * the name of a deceafed friend 


of Mr. B.’s has been already forged, to a defpicable libel - 


againft him.”—‘* And new aartifices have been practifed 
through the country, to folicit a party fupport to an infidious 
attack upon his memory.” 

Many particulars relating to the character of this very dif- 
tinguifhed man, are to be found in the finely-written Preface 
which we have mentioned; and a fuller account of it is promifed: 
what is there faid concludes with the following juft obferva- 
tion: ** That fome correét notion of fuch a man fhould be 
early given, feems to be of moment to the caufe of public 
virtue.” While yet we are only in expectation of this more 
perfect and finifhed portrait, we fhal!l add fyme few traits to 
thofe here given, chiefly relating to his literary character. 
‘They may have their temporary utility alfo, until fuperfeded 
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* See S***:’s Letter to Mr. Burke, publifhed in Gentleman’s Ma- 


gazine. 
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by a complete and critical eftimate of his genius and writings, 
which we may expect. 

No man’s mind was ever more fertile in moral and politicad 
principles than that of Mr. Burke: and when.thefe principles 
are compared with thofe which have long poffeffed the fanétion 
of wifdom and of virtue, although their originality be evident 
at the firft glance, the moit decifive marks of family refem- 
blance prove their legitimacy. In this, which may & called 
the opulence of thought, which is fo be acquired only by the 
dire&tion of the fineit faculties in the beft manner, if he has 
had equals, he never had a fuperior, The Ayle of his 
different works was various; in fome, it was fimple and 
didactic ; in others, ornamented in the higheft degree that a 
chaftened judgment can permit ; and, ameng men of fo great 
anelevation of genius, he is one of thofe who belt knew, and 
Jeaft frequently exceeded its limits. The charaQer of his 
imagery was alternately that of a rich amenity and folemn 
greatnefs. In pathetic or fplendid defcription, he was, in his 
day, without a rival : he much excclled in morl fentiment, in 
every variety of manner; and he made it fubfervient to the 
tafk of impreffing upon his readers the emotions of an affec- 
tionate melancholy or benevolence ; of piety ; or the ardent 
energy of indignant virtue. Moral irony, the keeneft lance of 
the higher fatire, he frequently employed, and with the highett 
jultice and efficacy, All thefe ornaments appear in his writings 
as in their proper places: for, as even the middle tenor of his 
compofitions was rich, none of them feemed to rife abruptly 
above the reff. 

His ftyle has been univerfally admired : it has one fingular 
felicity ; its fplendour and brilliancy is foftened down by a 
fober ufe of the archaifm ; of words and idioms, which bear 
fomething of the venerable and mellow lires of antiquity, 
without its darker fhades. . Thus the lower parts of a compo- 
fition receive a degree of warmth, without being raifed at all 
above their proper fubjects ; while the fplendour and _bril- 
liancv of the upper, js chaftened and deprived of all difpro- 
portion ; and a Ai aed harmony unites the whole. In a 
word, ingenious and elegant as his work of philofophical cri- 
ticifm is*, many of the principles he has laid down might 
receive their fineft illuftrations from examples to be felected 
from his own writings ; or their number might be increafed, 
from the new kinds of excellence which his ether compofitions 


frequently difplay. 
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* Effay on the Sublime and Beautiful. 
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It could not but be expected, that the recént lofs of this 
ornament and patron of the literature of the kingdom, this 
zealous and accomplifhed defender of the church and ftate ; 
would, on the firlt occafion, draw from usfome tribute to his me- 
mory ; fomething perhaps more complete than we have been 
able to make it, but here we muft ceafe; the reft mult be left 
to the piety of his furviving friends. To them it muft be left, 
to fill up the imperfect fketch that we have given: to delineate 
the variety and charms of his converfation ; changing with 
facility to every manner, and excelling in all; to defcribe a 
life patled in the purfuit, or the exercife of ufeful wifdom, in 
which were few days not diftinguithed by ufeful acquifitions, 
treafured up for his own practical ufe, for that of his contem- 
poraries, or for polterity ; to delineate his moral qualities; par- 
ticularly his fteadinefs in narrow circumftances, and _ his libe- 
rality in more afffuent fortune*, Thefe, with the other qualities 
which he pofletied, they can beft defcribe, who once had the 
advantage of feeing them in the neareft point of view. 

Wecome nowto the examination of the tracts containedin this 
firft pofthumous publication, A fingle objec is purfued in them; 
namely, to point out the fy(tem of politics proper to be followed 
by Great Britain, in foreign affairs, in confequence of the actual 
and probable changes of the ftate of Europe, from the French 
Revolution, The pieces which compofe it, are arranged accord- 
ing to their dates ; and in point of order, as obferved above, 
every thing here is unexceptionable: the title-page announces 
the number of thefe tracts to be three ; a fourth was difcovered 
before publication, and is inferted in its place. 

This precedes the reft in date, and is not a memorial, but, 
as it is entitled, ** Hints for a Memorial,” to be delivered to 
Monf. Montmorin ; written in the beginning of 1791. It 
was on the occafion of Louis XVI. becoming an effectual pri- 
foner to a body of confpirators ; the more active and in 
part of whom, afterwards depofed and murdered him. In this 
draft of a memorial, the Britifh ambaflador is made to offer 
the mediation of Great Britain, between the king and his fub- 
jects ; to reftore the former to bis perfonal freedom, anda 
modified fovereignty, and the latter to a free conftitution ; and, 
in cafe of the rejection of this mediation, to declare that his 
inftructions were to withdraw from France. All confideratton 
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* There cannot be .a better inftance of this, than the inftitution of 
a college, near his houfe, at Beaconsfield ; to nurfe and educate the 
children of the emigrants. Such an inftitution ought not to die with 


its founder, 
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of the policy or the right of fuch interpofition, may here very 
well be waved, as it appears, from a curious note in the ap- 
pendix to thefe tracts, that the full obligation refulting from the 
public faith given to the houfe of Bourbon, would have en- 
gaged us much further. On this we fhall enter into a brief 
explanation. Such an explanation, if we had been formerly 
in the poffeffion of the authentic document now produced, would 
have enabled us to fweep away, with a very fummary cen- 
fure, a great quantity of bad reafoning, which unfortunate- 
ly obtained too much currency ; and it may be made of the 
fame fervice to us in future. It will ferve alfo as a ftable 
foundation for the judgment we are now about to give, on 
many particulars of the traéts before us. | 

By the treaty of Utrecht, in conjunétion with that of 1727, 
called the Triple Alliance, England and France mutually gua- 
ranteed the fucceffion of the crown in each ftate, as by law 
eftablifhed, to the houfes of Hanover and Bourbon, againft 
all-rebellion, on account of the faid fucceflions; or under 
any other pretext whatfoever: and in cafe of fuch rebellion, 
either nation was to fuccour the fovereign of the other, 
with 8000 foot and 2000 horfe*: thefe aids were never 
required by us from the Court of France. But, in the 
perfe& fpirit of thofe treatifes, the regent of that kingdom, 
after the death of Louis XIV. and, at the period of the 
greateft danger of the Houfe of Hanover, ufed every other 
exertion to fruftrate two rebellions; and then was highly 
inftrumental in faving us from two civil warst ; and it was 
agreed by the lafl definitive treaty of peace, in 1783, that the 
treaty of Utrecht, as well as that of 1717, fhould be pre- 
ferved in future, ‘* in its full tenor, and religioufly executed 
by both partiest.” 

A fovereign not in pofleffion of his liberty, is, ipfo facto, 
depofed: and if, as it is intimated by Mr. Burke (and 
which was matter of univerfal notoriety} Louis XVI. was at 
that time effectively deprived of his liberty, as we were then 
compelled by the laft treaty, to take up arms for his reftoration, 
it was undoubtedly regular, firft to attempt it by an amicable 
mediation, together with ‘* the fettlement of a free conftitu- 
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* Appendix, article, cafe of alhtance. 

+ The firft, on the acceffion, the fecond, when the famoue 
Charles XII. of Sweden, was about to land with an army:in’ Britain, 
to attempt to place the fon of James Il, on the throne, 

+ Dot. treaty of Veriailles, Sep. 3, 1783. Art. 2 
110m 
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tion in France* ;” and. if the freedom of the King were not 
fo attainable, to recall our miniftert. 

The fecond piece of this colleétion, the title of which is 
«¢ Thoughts on French Affairs,” was written in December, 
1791. It confiders the effeéts of the revolution, on the fitua- 
tion of Europe, in a moft extenfive manner ; and is a memo- 
rial laid before fome of the leading members of oppofition, 
and the minifters, The editor in his preface, has given a 
good, but brief analyfis of it; nor can we do better than adopt 
it as a bafis, in giying our account. 

The ‘memorial took its rife from two official letters of 
Monf. Montmorin, addreffed to our adminiftration: in the 
firft of thefe, he announced a total revolution to have taken 
place in France ; himfelf as a muinifter, and the King as the 
firft minifier, under the new conftitution : and, in the fecond, 
the King’s acceptance thereof. \t is here obferved, that the noti- 
fication of a change in the internal arrangements of a country 
to a foreign court, is a novelty : and it may be faid, that perhaps 
the communications of Monf, M. on the fubjeét, have exhi- 
bited the firft and fecond inftances of it. This fagacious 
politician then goes on, to examine the degree of attention which 
it then appeared requifite for the powers of Europe to pav, 
to the caufe of that change ; and the meafure and nature of 
its power for extending its effeéts to them, 3 

The difference of the charaéter of this revolution, from that 
of many others, of which the world has been fometimes an 
approving, fometimes an affliéted witnefs, is here difplayed. 
Its catfe is fhown to have been a preceding revolution in opi- 
nions ; a mutation in its nature apt to be propagated in every 
other kingdom, and there to produce fimilar effets. For, as 
Mr. Burke obferves of another great revolution in opinions, 
the new dogmas could not be true in France, and falfe in any 





* Memorial, p. 3, according even to the jargon of the feét, a go- 
vernment is not free, when the actions of the firlt funétionary are 
under any reftraint but thofe of the law; and it may certainly be 
faid, that a conftitusion of co-eftates is not free, when any one of them 
is under abfolute force; and whichever leg of the then biped conftitu- 


tion of France had been tied up, we might fay it could not move with« 
out reftraint, and muft foon fall. ° 


+ After the formal depofition and murder of the King, and the im- 
prifonment of his fucceflor, it will not be denied, that the prevailin 
party in France, muft have been underftood by us, as the rebels det- 
cribed in the treaty, againit whom we were obliged to declasé and 
arm; turning, therefore, oat of the kingdom, a man claiming to refide 
here, as their ambatlador, was only to avoid a grofs contravention — 
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other country ; and if in fuch country they were embraced by 
one party, they would become a bond of union between the 
new republic * and that party, which thus would come to have 
a common intereft with France, diftinét and adverfe to thar, 
which arifes from local or natural circumftances ; er to that 
of their native country. This point is clearly and acutely 
treated in the abftract; it is alfo well fupported by-a philofo- 
phical analylis of the hiftory of the wars of the Guelphs and 
Ghibellines ; and thofe of the Protefiants and Romanifts, 
which originated in a change of dotrinal opinions at the 
reformation, 

He then itates thefe new dogmas; the capital points of which 
are, that she [over ergnty, in all countries, refides perpetually and 
indefeafibly, in the majority of the taxable people, and that all other 
governments are tyrannies. “The confequences of the adoption 
of this doctrine, he fhows to be, the formation of every country 
into new diltri€ts ; the ruin of the landed intereft ; the fervile 
fubjeftion of the country to the great towns ; and of thofe 
towns themfelves, to the lower claffes of the agitators; whofe 
authority with the populace, always ultimately fubverts every 
other. 

The ftate and force of the partizans of thefe opinions on the 
Continent of Europe, andin this country, at the time when this 
memorial was compofed, are next given. Mr. B. obferves 
alfo, that the French revolution, at its origin, was chiefly pro- 
moted by the merchants, the men of letters, and the monied 
intereft ; and, after a comparifon of the former temper and 
fituation of thefe important claffes of men in France, with 
thofe of the fame defcription here (in which he relates fome 
popular errors) he concludes, that the latter may, by a malig- 
nant art, be rendered capable of ating the fame part in Britain, 
as they were in that once flourifhing ftate. Let this have then 
been as it might, the experience of the calamities which thefe 
clailes brought upon themfelves in France, muft have deprived 
fuch deceptions, at this time, of much of their power ; but if 
we are fafer on this fide, the difpofition of the lower com- 
monalty is perhaps not fo found now, as it was in 1791 ; 
the number and difcipline of the lower agitators, being appa- 
rently much increafed. 


~ 
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* France, at that time, is rightly fo called ; the declaration againft 
Germany, mentioned in this piece, proves the time to have been ar- 
rived, when it was written, in which the King had loft the'laft fem- 
blance of power; this might have been noted before. Venice was 
properly called a republic, when it had a more effective magiftrate in 
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The next object to which the attention of Mr. Burke is 
directed, and it is a moft material one, is the effe@ which 
newlpapers might have throughout Europe, in forwarding the 
French plan of profelytifm. For our parts, we number them 
among the molt effective milliles of the moft potent of ma- 
chines, in the prefent government of the world, the prefs. They 
are the grape-fhot of literature, which do more extenfive execu- 
tion than balls of greater weight and magnitude. Continuing his 
progrefs to the great fircceflive points of view of the fubje@&, Mr. 
Burke next dehneates the circumftances of Germany, Switzer 
jand, Italy, and the other countries of Europe,which then feemed 
to defend them from, or expofe them to, the attacks of the 
new revolutionary fpirit. On the heterogeneous and’ femi- 
chaotic {tate of the German empire, he is the moft diffufive ; 
fome of the calamities which that country has fuffered, and 
uthers which even pow feem to impend over it, he has prophe- 
tically defcribed, Switzerland, as yet, only fears ; but it has evi- 
dently much reafon to fear, what -he prediéts: and of Italy, 
he then faid, that the conquelt of Savoy was to be expected : 
«© And if Milan thould ftir, no part of Lombardy is fecure to 
the prefent poifeffors, whether the Venetian or the Auftrian.” 
We cannot give place to an analyfis of the accounts he has 
drawn up, of the fituation internal and external, of the other 
{tates of Europe; each has its merit: thofe of Spain and 
Holland, as high in confequence, and neareft to the danger, are 
moft fully pourtrayed, 

M«. Burke then proceeds to weigh the expe€tations then en- 
tertained, that the colotfal monfter of a republic, effectively at 
that time fet up in France, would fall to pieces by a bank- 
ruptcy ; by the vices of its conftru€tion ; or by internal infur- 
rection: and he endeavours to fhow, that a counter-revolution 
was not to be expected from any of thefe caufes. An event, 
refembling on one part the nature of a bankruptcy, had taken 
place, when this paper was drawn up: and fome reafons are 
here brought forward, to prove that no further brankruptcy 
was to be expeted as probable. Among the reft, it is here 
{tated that three great branches of revenue were eltablifhed, in 
lieu of that of the old government, which was annihilated ; 
and in payments on each of thefe, the new paper currency 
was to have been received. But thefe new fubititutes ulti- 
mately became, in a great mbkafuré, non-effective ; a circum- 
ftance not here calculated upon: then the paper, which Mr, 
Burke reprefents as fecured upon the produce of the taxes, 
miffed this fupport, and it fell. Whether it might otherwife 
have ftood, it is now ufelefs to enquire. is 
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Nor did it feem to him that this new power was liable to 
fall, in either of the two laft modes. Here let us obferve, that, 
in the ordinary ftate of an advanced fociety, the civil power is 
vefted in the clafs poflefling property ; but its phyfical power 
infeparably refides in the greater number told by the head. In 
this ftate, the former finds fecurity, and the latter the greateft 
fhare of comfort and.enjoyments of which it is capable. But 
the fpirit of the new conftitution, Mr. Burke juftly informs us, 
was totally to feparate civil power from property. Hence 
civil and phyfical power become vefted jointly in the fame 
clafs ; and it evidently appears, that a fudden and forcible fe. 
paration of them, is an event not to be expected with any proe 
bability. Befides, the mechanifm of their new conftitution, 
both general and municipal, in his opipieny exhibited one of 
the forms of government, of the greateft- internal ftrength of 
which any example exifts; the ri sh tyranny of which was 
able to extinguith every fpark of oppofition, In Paris he 
conceived the fuccefs of any counter-revolutionary plan to be 
the moft probable ; but even there he thought it almoft hopelefs. 

When this paper was drawn up, two Sovereigns of Europe 
had declared againft the principles of the French; and other 
fiates were diligent in ufing defenfive meafures, to prevent 
their fpreading among them. ‘T’hefe efforts Mr. Burke thus 
cenfures as totally inadequate. 


*¢ As the attack does not operate againft thefe countries externally, 
but by an internal corruption (a fort of dry rot) they who purfue 
this merely defenfive plan, againft a danger which the plan itfelf fup- 
pofes to be ferious, cannot poflibly efcape it. For it is in the nature 
of all defenfive meafures, to be fharp and vigorous under the impref- 
fions of the firft alarm, and to relax by degrees ; untill, at length, the 
danger, by not operating inflantly, comes to appear as a falfe alarm ; 
fo much fo, that the next ménacing appearance will look Jefs formida- 
ble, and be lefs provided againft,” : 


A tolerably profitable leffon this, to the affociations in defence 
of the conftitution, whofe vigilance appears to have been long 
relaxed. Here they will alfo be informed, that, in paft ages, the 
infurre@tions which had been made to eftablifh the mifcalled 
Rights of Man,-and the leyelling principle, had always termi- 
nated in thedeftru€tion or punifhment of tne leading agitators at 
jleaft; but, in the prefent period, the ultimate fvccels of their 
fchemes has appeared feafible in praGtice ; and their crimes have 
been rewarded with the dazzling acquifition of unlimited power, 
and the wealth of almoft the whole clafs of men of property : 
events which, at this inftant, operate as a perpetual argument 
and incentive to every enthufialt and incendiary in every country 
of Europe. 
; 5 In 
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_ In fine, this penetrating writer further maintains, that the 
crooked and inflidious policy of many of thofe, who hold 
the very higheft ftations of government, in the different 
countries of Europe, have given new facilities to the progrefs 
of general revolution. The whole diplomatic body on the con- 
tinent, for what reafon Mr. Burke leaves us to conceive, leah 
towards the new principles. Minifters, ceafing to confider them- 
felves as the {tewards of their mafters, court, in the language of 
their official papers, a vitiated popularity, never to be obtained 
but by flattering the current popular errors, In this charge are 
included, by name, fome of the greater fovereigns of the con- 
tinent ; who, being hoftile to the virtial limitations of: their 
power, which they daily feel, from the influence of ‘their 
greater fubjects among the nobility, in the church, @nd in their 
armies, have fayoured the lower orders againft them, ‘in hopes 
** to recover defpotifm through democracy ;"’ and thus have 
fapped the only column on which their power can ftand as a 
fecure bafis. 

The Machiavelian fyftem, by which the patty called the 
Moderates then endeavoured to maintain their predominanc 
in the councils of France, is here detailed and reprobated. 
new fource of danger to every ftate is likewife pointed out: 
the then apparently approaching neceffity of receiving an able 
fophift, to iriculcate the levelling’ principles in its dominions, 
under the title, once dignified, of Ambaflador of Frauce 5 
that the difaffeéted might be furnithed, in every country, with 
a centre of union ; and a privileged place of confpiting, un- 
der.a chief, whofe perfon would be inviolable: the race of 
the Marquis of Bedmar is not loft out of France; and th 
every where expect to find a Venice, where they fhall have 
happier fortune than their Spanifh predeceffor. 

hile Mr. Burke was revifing what we have now examined, 
the declaration of the Affembly, againft the German Princes 
of the Rhine, was publithed, He reviews its {pirit and object, 
and thence deduces that of their fyftem of conqueft ; to pre- 
pare feditions and infurre€tions among the lower orders of a 
{tate, before they actually invade it, that they may precede or 
accompany the march of their troops, and divide, or hover 
hoftilely round, the defenders of their country. How well, 
and how early, he decyphered the <. of this branch of their 
abiminable policy, and how “fuec sfully it has been carried 

into execution, we have fince feen. 3 

Having thus ftated the‘evils threatening Europe, as in his 
opinion they exifted, he profeffes to leave the remedy to thofe 
with whom power, wifdom, and information, were moré 
United with good intention than with him, and the event of 
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the prefent awful crifis to Providence. We conclude our re- 
marks on this important tract, in the words of the editor. 
‘* His country, the world, and pofterity, will now be able to 
judge, how far his {peculations on this great quettion of politics 
were juft.” 


(The two following Memorials will be confidered in our next.) 





Art. XI. Secret Hiflory of the French Revolution, from the 
Convocation of the Notables, in 1787, to the 1f2 of November, 
1796, containing a vaft Number of Particulars but little 
known ; together with Extraéis of the moft remarkable Publi- 
cations on the Revolution, which have appeared in France, 
Germany, and England, Tranjlated from the French of 
Francis Pages, 1a Two Volumes. 8vo. 471 pp. Long- 
man. 1797- , 


rpHat a Revolution, or rather a feries of Revolutions, fo 

unexampled as that which France has exhibited, fhould 
have produced a variety of hiftories, can afford little matter of 
aftonifhment. ‘The view which hiftorians have taken of thefe 
facts, has been congenial to thofe local interefts by which they 
were fwayed, and thofe political fyitems to which they were 
attached. Hence the fucceffive changes which have been in- 
troduced into their modes of government, have given, in the 
different epoch of their revolution, a different turn to their 
theories of hiflory ; infomuch that it would be vain to expect, 
amid{t fuch a chaos of events and opinions, a regular chain of 
caufes and effe&: ; or to imagine, that the real fources of the 
different tranfa€tions can yet be laid open with the exadtuefs 
necellary to hiltorical precifion. 

The writer of this hiftory profeffes to unlock the cabinet of 
fecrecy, and to furnith fome particulars hitherto unknown. 
With the vivacity and fprightlinefs charaéteriltic of his na- 
tion, he has fketched out the events with 2 glowing pencil ; and 
poured forth a profufion of remarks, which give to his work 
the air of obfervations upon hiftory, rather than the regular 
form of hiltory itfelf. “The part which this writer takes is de- 
cidedly revolutionary ; and the general! train of events is the 
fubject of his warme{teulogium. From thefe mult be except- 
ed the factions of Marat and Robefpierre ; with the enormities 
committed by the agents of Orleans, and the different,creatures 
of thofe intriguing tyrants, who, by turns, ufurped the chief 
authority. However the Englith reader may differ from the 

hiftorian, 
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hiftorian, in the view which he has taken ef various fas; 
with his abborrence of democratic tyranny, and the bold repre- 
henfion with which he purfues their authors, every honelt 
bofom mult beat in unifon, 


«¢ We feel our minds expand with the nobleft fenfations, while the 
tranfactions of the firft fitting of the National Convention pafsin re- 
view before us: but when we reflect that this aflembly was foon con- 
verted into a theatre of gladiators, into a banditti of cut-throats ; for 
even gladiator is too dignified a term for them, fince the pladiators 
fought in open day, with equal arms, with courage, and without 
treachery ; when we confider that one partyin the Convention dra 
the other to the fcaffold ; when we recollect the crowd of proconfuls 
and petty tyrants who fhed torrents of human blood, the pen is read 
to drop from our hands, Alas! the tafk of an hiftorian, who, wit 

he exception of military occurrences, has nothing until the gth Ther- 
inidor (July 27) and even after that celebrated day, ‘but crimes to re- 
late, treachery to delineate, factions and criminal intrigues to develope, 
and maflacres to defcribe, is a talk of pain and forrow, furrounded 
with difguft and difficulty. We will make the attempt in fpite of 
thefe difficulties and this difgutt. We will colle¢t thefe proofs of the 
iniquity of man, for the inftruction: of spofterity, who will fee all the 
evils, and all the misfortunes which flow from a democracy, although 
reprefentative, whenever it is not counterbalanced by the fyftem of t 
two houfs of legiflation, and the divifion of the powers of governs 
ment. ‘This part of our hiftory exhibits a picture of a great and 
pulous empire, a prey to the arbitrary power of the vileft and moft in- 
folent defpots, who, under'the names of committees of public fafety, 
revolutionary committees and commiffioners, and revolutionary armies, 
adopted one uniform fyftem of plunder and rapine. Every one of 
thefe eltablifhments more juitly merited the name of counter-revola- 
tionary ; for nothing could be better calculated to render the revolu- 
tion odious, and to drive the people into the arms of an individual for 
refuge. Here may be feen, what is unparalleled in hiftory, a band of 
the public fervants of a civilifed nation, ordering their fellow-citizens 
to be guillotined, drowned, or thot, without even the form of a trial, 
or, what is ftill more dreadful, with the formalities of juftice, and in 
the facred name of the law. © All tyrannies undoubtedly refemble 
each other; in other words, every tyrant, like our decemvirs, has em- 
ployed the bloody arm of terror, ‘There is, however, an unfortunate 
diftin@ion jin our’ revolution, for which we fhall fearch, in vain, 
through the anhals of the mott remote antiquity ; we thall no where 
difcover a nation maflacred by her own repretentatives and magiftrates ; 
nor can we find any thing fimilar to thofe numerous focieties, af- 
fuming to themfelves the name of popular affemblies, which exifted on 
plunder, falfe accufation, and mutdet; which were kept in regular pa 
for thefe very purpofes; we fhall cite irrefrazable proofs of the fade 
in the progrefs of the hiftory. Our aftonifhmens is redoubled, when 
we are informed that there were many honourable men in thofe clubs, 
There were alfo many men of integrity, and many excellent citizens 
in the Convention, and even among the Jacobins; but fuch men are 
frequently 
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frequently timid, and put too much confidence in others. The avda. 
cious criminal, who fharpens his inftraments of death, and lays his 
plots in fecret, ecafily fubdues or deceives them ; and the multitude 
generally give the preference to the firft villain, who has the faculty 
of declamation, like thofe fick perfons who prefer the fhamelefs em- 
pinic to the experienced phyfician, Another circumftance, which 
diltinguifhes our hiftory from others, is, that there never was a fociety 
which prepared its poifon, and organized its confpiracy with fo much 
fkill as the Jacobins, ‘Their directors deceived even the initiated, 
As a general difpatches reconnoitring parties before he advances the 
main body of his army, fo the Jacebins difperfed among the people, 
with caution, and by degrees, preparatory ideas, the foreranners of 
their concealed defigns. Every thing which it wasneceflary to fay in 
the tribune of the Convention was, in like manner, carefully arranged. 
They even took care to fill the galleriesand tribunes with pone’ tes of both 
fexes, hired to hifs or applaud. An idea of their tumult and uproar can. 
not be formed bet by thofe who have been prefent. I know not whe- 
ther it proceeded from a fangoinary inftin¢t, or from a formal de- 
fign, that the Jacobins hoifted the fignal of the bomnét rouge, fach as is 
worn by criminals condemned to the gallier, The cap of liberty 
among the Romans was white, and blue with the Swifs. The Jacobins 
haye been compared to the ancient Garux of the Netherlands, to 
the levellers which formerly dittgrbed England, and to the free-mafons, 
‘There are but certain points of refemblance in which thefe compari- 
fons are juft. With the fame maxims of devaftation, yet the Jacobins 
ase not indebted to them for their origin, ‘This fociety, which at firtt 
rendered important fervice to the public interelt, was formed by pure 
patriouim., It electrified the minds of the people, and gave a great 
umpulfe to the revolutionary movements. It 1s unhappily neceilary, 
in order to awaken a people who have flept in chains for fourteen 
centuries, to give an unufual energy to their minds ; the good on fuch 
an occafion 1s neceffarily followed by evil, Untriguing men refolved 
to take advantage of the popularity and copfequent influence of this 
fociety. The Orleans party completed its degradation, They 
changed it intoa den of affafiins, From that moment, the tribune of 
the convention refounded with the neceflity of revolutionizing our lan- 
aage, our manners, and our laws, The event has but too well in- 
itracted us in the extent to which that word, fo vague, and, for that 
reafon, fo terrible, was meant to be carried. What a frightful latitude 
has it not given to thefe revolutionifts? In the fequel, even this ex- 
prefion was not thought fufficiently ftrong. They invented the phrafe 
Ot fans-eulottixing the whole natien ; the favourite expreffion of Carricr 
and Lebon. No! hiftory prefents nothing to our view which refem- 
bles the atrocities that we have witnefled, Sects of fanatics have, on 
former occafions, mafiacred the fetaries of an oppolite party. . An 
hundred shoufand unfortunate perfons loft their lives in the maflacre 
ot the Manicheans under the emperors of the Greeks, ‘The fchifm 
of the Donatifls, che difputes on the word vonfubftantiation, and the 
quarrels of » the Iconoclatts, deftroyed two hundred thoufand men ; fo 
depraved is the human race ; but, at leaft, thefe were rivals deftroying 
rivals, In every natioa have tyrants been contented with aes 
thefe 
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thofe who were their adverfaries, or whofe riches they defired. But 
in our times, rich and poor, learned and ignorant, ariftocrat and pa- 
triot, in fhort, wretched prifoners, without means of defence or of 
fubfiftence, have all fuffered im one general flaughter. The greater 
part of them were abfolutely unknown to their murderers, Terror 
seigned over the affaflin as well as over the affaflinated. ‘The pleafure 
of drinking blood was the fole motive for flaughter, The unfortunate 
victims knew not to what party they fhould attach themfelves, ‘They 
were imprifoned for being maderés ; then becaufe they were wltra-revo~ 
_ dutionary ; again for being terrorifts ye howe pe or even for being re- 

volutionaty. ‘They were treated as fufpected perfons by the firft who 
chofe to look on them as fuch.. Under Robefpierre, they were termed 
federalifts, who blamed the 3:ftof May. Since the goth of Termidor, 
any one who co-operated in it would be perfecuted, It is faid, thas 
nothing can be more unfortunate for a nation, than to experience a 
revolution followed by a counter-revolution, We, alas! have ex- 
perienced feveral.” P. 19. 


The author has blended, with his hiftory, many particulars 
upon the literature of the revolution, which fhow the extreme 
verfatility of a people, who can cultivate the arts with fuccefs, 
amidit the greateft political and domeitic diforders.. A reflec« 
tion which this writer makes upona palfage in the Anacharlis 
of Barthelemi, does equal credit to his feelings and ‘his judg- 
ment. 


«« Thus it is, that we have feen a gentle, humane, and feeling peo» 
ple, become a race of cannibals; thus have we feen all notions of 
juftice and fociability deftroyed among us, to give place to fentiments 
deitructive of all focial order, ‘The French have even gone {fo far as 
to believe that /ans-cudotifm, that is to fay, indigence and beggary, were 
fubftitutes for talents, probity, and patriotifm ; that it was neceflary to 
intruft the adminiftration of public affairs to a man, whom extreme 
poverty bad neceflarily made a knave, and whom ignorance and want 
of education had incapacitated for the talk of governing, Wehave 
feen the French nation fubftitute the falfeit and mot abfurd notions in 
the room of the wife maxims of ancient and modern legiflators: we 
have believed that it was neceflary at once to overthrow every thing, 
before we began to build up any thing; while, on the contrary, it is 
neceflary to innovate with caution, and by degrees. We have thought 
that the revolutionary government, or rather torrent, would annihilate 
all refiftance; and we have, by thefe ftrange means twenty times 
hazarded the public weal, and brought down France to a degree of 
degradation which pofterity will fcarcely credit. We were cone 
that there was no neceflity for fecrefy in government, for difeip}ine in 
armies, or for experience in generals; that it was necefflary to. ruin 
commesce in order to deftroy axifkocracy; that every thing muft be 
done with the people and bythe people, Thus the people, aadielpe- 
cially thofe of the country, propagated anarchy, and defpifed the laws, 
when they were hoftile to theic fe]f-intereit, The labourer became 
the cruélieft enemy of the affignats, and the moft formidable en 
reyolue 
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scvolutionitt, becaufe, whilft aflifting in the duties of adminiftration, 
he intimidated or paralyfed thofe adminiftrators who were not them- 
felves hufbandmen. ‘Neither a republic, however, nor liberty can exif 
without the moft refpectful fubmiifion to the laws.” P. 2y2. ° 


Our readers will judge for themfelves of the credit due to 
the fecret details of this writer, in folution of fome myfterious 
events ; as well as of the claim which he has fet up to impar- 
tiality. Certain it is, that he writes with freedom, and lathes 
by turns, the contending partics with all the energy of a man 
attached totruth and confiftency.. This truth and confiltency 
mult, however, be underftood, with relation to his own political 
creed ; and this will fcarcely be confidered as a proper ftandard 
for the opinions of thofe, who live under a government, 


which, without alluring them by a falfe luftre, gives them the 
folid bleflings of fecurity and freedom. 








Art. X. The Paradife of Tufte. By Alexander Thimfin, 
Efq. Author of Whifl, a Poem. gto. 6s. Cadell and 
Davies. 1796. ° 


POEM on Whitt, in twelve cantos, publithed in 1791, 

firft announced Mr. ‘Thomfon to the world as a candi- 

date for poetical fame. A confiderable portion of that re- 
ward, notwithftanding the difficulties of his fubject, he had 
fkill esi oc to attain. His poem difplayed fancy, fpirit, and 
powers of verfification ; and, befides affording a liberal amufe- 
ment, gave good dida@ic leffons in the /ublime {cience ot 
Whitt! In his prefent poem, we find his powers matured, and 
are gratified by a great abundance of very poetical and polifhed 
compofition. On one main point, however, refpe€ting the 
general ftructure of his poem, we differ widely from him in 
opinion ; and, therefore, to our feelings it feems rather unfor- 
tunate, that a poet, who writes on the fubje& of Tafte, fhould 
have erred in point of talte, in the form of the poem itfelf. 
He has allowed himfelf to mix various meafurcs in his compo- 
fition ; not mercly writing one canto in one fpecies of verfe, and 
another in a different kind ; but mingling various kinds, arbi- 
trarily and abruptly, in the famecanto. ‘Too our talte,ahis has 
precilely the fame eftect, as if a mufician were continually and 
abruptly to change the time of his mufic ; without waiting to 
finifh any movement whatever, in one tenor of compofition. 
A kind of diftra&tion is produced by this licentious variation, 
which prevents the mind from enjoying completely go 
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of any part. The poct, however, which willingly wecan pardon 
to genius, is very pofitiye in afferting the propriety of his own 
method ; and as it is our fincere wifh to exhibit every compofie 
tion of fo much merit to the beft advantage, we will notdeny 
him the opportunity of ftating here alfo, as wellas in his own 
preface, his reafons for this praCtice. 


«* With regard to the variety of verfification, this I muft acknowe 


ledge to be the only point upon which I have always felt myfelf deter. 


mined, even from the beginning of my poecical career, to turn a deaf 
ear to the voice of cenfure.—That an art, whofe object is allowed 
upon all hands to be only that of producing pleafure, fhould be pre- 
cluded from giving the pleafure of variety, and in every Bi sal 
however long, confined to a tirelome monotony of meafure, feems to 
me an abfurdity fo very glaring, that even the authority of Ariftotle 
himfelf, arifing from the dead for the fpecial parpofe, would not be 
fufficient to enforce my affent. For the writer of a ludicrous or di- 
dattic poem, who purfues his tafk with coolnefs and compofure, and is 
fuppofed to be at all times mafter of himfelf, it may, no doubt, be 
proper to determine beforehand upon the beft mode of metrical ar- 
rangement, and to adhere to it uniformly in the progrefs of the work 3 
but in compofitions of a higher order, in which, that the Poet may 
write fuccefsfully, it is neceflary for him to be as often as poffible under 
the power of enthufialtic feeling, it is furely the height of abfurdity 
to require that he fhould be guided in the choice of his verfification by 
any rule but the infpiration of the moment. At any rate, upon the 
prefent occafion, in a Poem, the different Cantos of which contain 
fuch different and even oppofite fubjetts, to infitt ng uniformity of 
numbers, would, in my opinion, be equally rational, as to affert, that 
Hudibras and the Paradife Loft ought to have been written in the 
fame meafure. All that I am theretore folicitous about is, that I may 
be found, in every inftance, to have adapted my verfification to my 
fubject.” P, xi. 

As to this latter point, we muft confefs, that we are wholly 
ignorant of any particular propriety in {peaking of Critics, for 
inftance (p. 7) in elegiac verfe. Jocular reafons enough, we are 
well aware, may be afligned ; but none of real validity. Why 
again fhould Phriofophy demand a Spenferian ftanza ; Hiflory 
another kind of ftanza?’ Why fhould Novels be deferibed in the 
fame ftanza as Hiltory ; Comedy in elegiacs again, only adding 
one line to the fecond ftanza? Por thefe variations we are con- 
vinced that no found reafoncan exift. Tous they appear to refult 
from indolence alone: and this is the very thing which a reader 
of poetry is always ready to refent. The furmounting the diffi- 
culty of regular compofition, is certainly one charm juftly ex- 
pe&ted from poetry. He who eludes it by changing his mea- 
fure, as convenience or hiimour may direc, relieves himfelf, 
but difappoints his readér:s He does not fairly ftruggle for the 
prize whick he afpires to gain, Mr. T. will probably call us 
pedants, 
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dants, if we remind him that the Hippocentauros of 
sense Bi is almoft the only ancient poem OP this fantaftical 
kind which is recorded ; this Ariftotle defcribes, as pits 
Jalodiar iE awdyrav rév wtlpwr, *¢ a mixed rhapfody of all metres ;” 
but the rarenefs of the practice may well be fuppofed to arife 
from the evident impeonney of it. Voltaire’s Temple du Gout, 
is a mixture of verfe and profe ; but that is a fportive kind of 
compofition, reducible to no laws, and not-laying claim, as 
the prefent poem does, in many parts, to the praife of the higher 
ftyle of poetry. 

Our readers, doubtlefs, and, we truft, the author himfelf, 
when they fee our fubfequent remarks, will receive this previous 
criticifm as by no means intended to depreciate the publication, 
of which we think highly ; but to argue, once for all, a quef- 
tion, the decifion of which may iafluence the author’s future 
compofitions. We fhould have obje&ed much lefs to feparate 
cantos in different meafures; an example of which paffed by 
us very lately, without cenfure, in Dr, Dwight’s Greenfield. 
Hill*. 

The poem is divided into feven Cantos. Of which the 
firft contains an animated and poetical defcription of a Library. 
The opening is in blank verfe ; and blank verfe of the beft con- 
ftruétion and harmony. The firlt lines are very beautiful ;. but 
we will lay before our readers the paffage where the author de- 
fcribes his books as his fricnds; a feeling in which every literary 
man will fhare with him. Having fpoken of thofe who re- 
gret inclement weather, as keeping them from meetings of jo- 
vial friends, he proceeds: 


‘¢ Not fo with me—for I had other Friends, 
Whofe prefence gilds the fcene of my retreat 
With light perpetual ;—friends, not fuch as, thofe 
‘That fwarm in ev'ry corner, whom to pleafe 
Reluctance mutt fubmit to fwallow down 
Inflaming draughts—whofe converfe muft be bought 
With nights of riot, and with mornings {pent 
In ficknefs and in fhame; thefe friends of mine 
Are quiet, gentle, rational, polite, 

And unaiJuming ; never tire the ear 

With cold formality’s unmeaning phrafe ; 
Are not offended ara flight neglett : 
Come at a-call, and at a nod retire; 

In diff'rent climes and diff’rent ages born, 
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Thomfon's Paradife of Tufte. 
They with the harmony of various tongues, 
Nervous or foft, can charm the lift’ning ear; 
Can. fuit each humour, whether grave or gay, 
With correfpondent themes ; of love and war 
Can talk with equal eafe; of oes life, 
And rural quiet; trifles of a day, 

And things of weight eternal ; ev'ry tale 
Of private virtue or domeftic woe 

To them is fully known, as are thé deeds 

Of mightieft heroes, or the fates of kings. 


Such were my Frierids, to whom well-pleas’d I turn’d, 
Regardlefs of the ftorm that rag’d without, ine 
And, like the Bee, in Spring’s Favonian hour, Bat: 

hat wanders reftlefs thro’ a thoufand fweets, eo dtty 
nd vifits bloffoms of unnumber’d hues, | ah. 
With aim unfixt, as varying fancy {way’d, aE 
Unwearied {till thro’ many a volume ftray’d.” P. §. Maks 39 


Canto II. The Vifion. The general contemplation of his Fa) 
library is fuppofed to produce a vifion, in which the Deity of Ne 
Tafte appears to lead the author through all the regions of li- 
terature. The defcription of this allegorical being is highly Wied 
fanciful and elegant: and, as he is the principal perfonage, bap tsb 
we fhall gladly introduce him to the acquaintance of our Hie 
readers, 


** Scarce had I ended, when the twilight gloom, 
That gather’d fait around, was turn’d at once 
To more than noon-tide fplendor, and a form 
Before me fudden ftood, like one of thofe 
Refplendent fhapes, with which Religion, rapt 
In holy meditation, loves to cloathe 
The pure unbodied energies of Heav’n— 
A funny radiance brighten’d all his face, 
And on his cheek in living luftre glow’d 
Unfading beauty and immortal youth : 
On ev’ry quick and penetrating glance 
That beam’d refulgent from his eagle eye, 
Decifion hung—and yet the piercing flame 
Was kindly temper’d with a fofter ray ; 
His polifh’d brow, where candor fhone, 
In turban’d form.a filken fillet bound 
Of verdant hue, o’er which an oftrich plume 
Its graceful length of fnowy whitenefs wav'd ; 
Behind, adown his thoulders’ eafy lope, 
The rich luxuriance of his raven hair Mey 
In glofly ringlets fell; his mantle, dyed hee t 
In all the frethoefs of ethereal blue, ay 
Around his limbs in carelefs beauty flow’d, 
Difplay’d his matchlefs ) trou of thape, 
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clafles and arranges them. 


IL, Theocritus and Gefner 
III. Anacreon and Catullus 
iV. Xenophon, Cicero, Ad- 

‘  difon, and Voltaire 





of Horace and Metaftafio. 


And caft on Flattery’s hues 
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And left each motion free—each mation too 
Was harmony and grace.” P, 19, 


Canto JII. The Garden of Beauty; in which the author 
appears to celebrate thofe pocts whom he confiders as remark- 
able for elegance. The lift of their names will fhow-how he 


Scene I. Terenceand Fontaine 4, Seene V. Taffo and Guarini 


V1, Racine and Rowe 
VIL. Horace and Metaftafio 
VUL Virgil and Pope. 


This Canto is written chiefly in couplets, in which ftyle the 
author is generally fuccefsful. We fhall extra the account 


‘* Thus long repofing on the. bridge we ftood, 
Which now we pait, and reach’d a pleafant wood, 
Compes’d of ev’ry various race of trees, 

Whofe fize or fhape the judging eye could pleafe ; 
But chief the graceful larch and poplar tall 
Profufely rofe, and overtopt them all, 
Shrubs too were there, of ev'ry leaf and bloom, 
Whofe tints were beauty, or whofe breaths perfume. 
Each feather’d warbler’s fong we there could hear, 
Whofe voice had pow’r to charm the tuneful ear ; 
But chief in number, from their little throats 
The thrufh and linnet pour’d melodious notes. 
Nor had we travers’d long this ample fhade, 
Until we lighted on a fecret glade, 
Where, fereen’d from vulgar eyes, a groupe was feerr 
In fourfold dance upon the flow’ry green. 
There was the Roman Bard, whofe lyric tongue 
With frequent praife his dear Mzcenas fung ; 
‘Who, dazzled oft by Favour’s brilliant ray, f 
To bafe O&avius rais’d the partial lay, 

his matchlefs art away. 
There too was he that charm’d this latter age, 
The grace and glory of the Tufcan ftage, 
Whote tender hand the cruel confliét penn'd 
Of clement Titus and his guilty friend, 
And mix’d with tragic colours, dark and ftrong, 
The fofter, livelier tints of lyric fong. 
Two fifter Graces, with their zones unbound, 
‘Beat, with this favour’d pair, the verdant ground ; 
The third, a pleas’d fpettator, ftood befide, 
With mufic’s pow’r their bounding fteps to guide, 
And make the fportive maze in juiter meafures glide.” J P.47. 


The fucceeding cantos take different departments of the 
literary world, and are refpe@ively named, 4. The Vale of 


Pity. 
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Pity. 5. The Houfe of Ridicule. 6. The Mountain of 
Sublimity.. 7. The Ifland of Fancy. From each of thefe 
we could willingly produce fpecimens of various meafures, and 
various fubjes, managed with confiderable ability; but we 
have already extended our article nearly as far as we can allow 
it to go. : 
On the unavoidable variety of tafte, as to the judgment pro- 
nounced on authors, this writer fpeaks very fen(bly in his pre- 
face ; and, confefling that in fome points we do differ from 
him in that refpect, though not in very many, we will allow 
him all the benefit of his own fuggeftions. | 


«© ‘To thefe, anda thoufand fimilar objeCtions, there is only one an- 
{wer to be made ; which, though it may be bold, I trutt is not impro- 
per: thar, asto pleafe every redder is impoffible, there was but one 
uniform ftandard of opinion, to which it was at all times in my power 
to appeal—to the tafte and feelings of my own mind; and although 
it can fcarcely be expected that any of my readers will agree with me 
in every one of my opinions, I hope, on the other hand, that there is 
none of them with which fome readers will not fympathife. Befides, 
taking matters atithe worft, in eftimating the merits of a poetical per- 
formance, the foundnefs of critical opinion difplayed in it fhould only 
be confidered as a fecondary point. My chief bufinefs on the prefent 
occafion, was to produce a fpecimen of genuine poetry, not a piece of 
irrefragable criticifm.”  P. viii. 


It is far from our wifh to deny that we have been very 
highly pleafed with this poem altogether ; we willingly re- 
commend it to the public, and ftrenuaufly advife the author to 
cultivate both his talents and his tafte. 





Art. XI. Praétical Obfervatians an the Treatment of Ulcers 
in the Legs; confidered as a Branch of Military Surgery. 
By Everard Home, Efq. F. R. 8. Surgeon to the Army, and 
St. George’s Hafpital,. 8vo, 295 pp. 4s. Od. Nicol, 
Pall-Mall. 1797. 


THERE are no pra@titioners in furgery, and few perfons of 
any defcription, who are iguorant of the frequent occur 
rence of ulcers on the legs. Among the poor they are always 
common ; and in the military line are fo frequent, that the 
number of foldiers annually difcharged as unfit for fervice, on 
this account alone, is ‘very cetitiderable, It is, therefore, 
with great propriety, that the author now before us, as a mili- 
tary furgeon, has taken this fubje€t into his particular confide- 
ration, and has’ dedicated his book refpe€ting it to the Com- 
mander in Chief. | \- \ 
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The commoneft complaints are not always the beft utider- 
ftood; and on their fuccefs in the treatment of this malady, fur- 
geons have hitherto had Jittle reafon to flatter themfelves. So 
Jittle hope has, in general, been entertained of vanquifhing it, 
that, in feverat hofpitals of the metropolis, it has been a ftanding 
order, that patients, with old ulcers in the legs, are not to be 
admitted : and in the army it may well be conceived, that no 
men would be difcharged on this plea alone, were their cafes 
fuppofed to be within the management of the practitioners at- 
tendant on the fervice. One great obflacle to fuecefs,-has been 
the cuftom of confidering fuch ulcers in general as of ong 
fpecies, and the fame applications as univerfally ferviceable or 
pernicious. ‘Fhe old practitioners did indeed attempt to di- 
vide ulcers into claffes, and diftinguifhed them into /mpie and 
complicated, putrid, finuous, varicous, carious, &e. alfo from 
their caufes, as /corbutie, cancerous, fcrophulous, &c. But thefe 
defcriptions were too lax. They either pointed out different 
{tages of the fame complaint, or alluded to conftitutional affec- 
tions, which fuperfede local treatment. Experience proves 
that, even in their early ftate, and without reference to particular 
difeafes, ulcers manifeft various difpofitions, and demand differ- 
ent modes of treatment ; and the chief of thefe differences Mr. 
Home has, with great diligence, inveftigated and diftinguifhed. 
He divides ulcers in the legs into fix {pecies. 


«¢ 1, Ulcers in parts whofe actions are healthy. 

«* 2. Ulcers in parts whofe actions are too violent for their powers 
to fuftain, 

** 3. Ulcers where either the parts or conftitation have an acquired 
— = 

** 4. Ulcens where either the parts or conftitution have an acquired 
indolence. 

** s, Uleers ia parts which have acquired fome-fpecific ation, 
either from a difeafed ftate of the parts, or of the conftitution. 

** 6. Ulcers where the parts are prevented from healing by a vari- 
cofe ftate of the fuperficial veins of the limb.” P, 30. 


Mr. H. claffes alfo the forms of application; confidering 
that the fame local medicines may be applied, 1. in the ftate 
of vapour ; 2. in a fluid ftate ; 3. in the form of ointment ; 
4. in the form of powder; and under each clafs of ulcers, he 
confiders what form of application ufually agrees b« ft with it, 
and what particular medicaments in that form. There isa 
clearnefs in this mode of arrangement, which. mult, in itfelf, 
facilitate inveftigation and experiment ; and is, therefore, 
much to be recommended in all fimilar treatifes. It is an ob- 
fervation of importance, that fome ointments which are fuffi- 
ciently mild when frefh, become very ftimulating opelicaions 
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when they have grown rancid by keeping: and this leads toa 
valuable caution refpeGting the: ointments fupplied to the 
military furgeons. 

«* The great objection to the common fimple ointments,—as cerate, 
and others of that kind, is, that they fometimes difagree with the fkin 
when recently made, and in the moft perfect ftate ; when allowed 
to become rancid, which they do by being long kept, they always ir- 
ritate to a very confiderable degree, and aggravate the fymptoms they 
were meant fo relieve. ? 

** Asthe army furgeons are fupplied with ointment only once 2 
year, or once in two years, and thefe ointments, from being made in 
very large quantities, are more liable to fuffer in the making, by the 
heat employed rendering the oil empyreumatic ; it would be a much 
better plan to give an allowance of white wax and olive oil to each 
regimental furgeon, who could make them into ointment in fmalt 
quantities, as he had occafion, fo as always to have it in a recent ftate. 

«* {n the Weft Indies, during the laft war, ointments were fupplied 
very liberally ¢ but in that copntry the heat rendered them fo rancid, 
that they became very Rimulating applications, and only adapted to 
ulcers of an indolent nature,” J 38. . 


The beginning of the fecond chapter, in which the authot 
treats of ‘* Ulcers in parts whofe ationsare too violent for their 
powers to furftain,” which is his fecond clafs, will exemplify at 
once his accurate mode of defcription, and the acutenefs of his 
obfervation. Perhaps we fhould objeét, that his fpecific defini- 
tionistoolong. Might we not fay, rather, ** Ulcers, in which 
the granulations are too weak ?” or fomething of that kind. 


** Ulcers of this kind differ from thofe in healthy parts; the gra- 
nulations are larger in fize, rounded upon their external furface, lefs 
com in their texture, and femi-tranfparent. _When they arrive at 
the furface of the body, they do not readily form kin, and frequently 
continue to rife {till higher, and then entirely lofe the difpofition to 
forma new fkin, 

“* Ulcers may, from the beginning, exhibit thefe appearances of 
want of ftrength in the newly formed parts ; or they may at firft go on 
for a few days in every refpect like thofe in healthy parts, but become 
unable to do fo beyond that period, and the granulations then fhow 
figns of weaknefs. For granulations of the moft healthy kind, if- 
they are not fkinned over in a certain time, appear to lofe their origi- 
nal ftrength, and fall into a weak ftate. 

“* Ulcers on the legs have been already ftated to be influenced, ina 
very confiderable degree, by the natural peculiarities of the conititu- 
tion : they are found to be ftill more fo by any thing thag affects, in 
the flighteft manner, the patient’s genéral health, ‘The appearance of 
the granulations undergoes a change upon the leaft diminution of con- 
ftitutional ftrength ; and if that be reftored, the granulations return to 
their former ftate ; fo that.an ulcer of a healthy kind becomes in 
neral a very accurate index of the flrength or weaknefs of the contti- 
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** ‘The influence produced upon ulcers by any diminution of the 
conftitutional flrength is the greater, the further the feat of the ulcer 
is removed from the fource of thecirculation. If ayperfon in a weak 
ftate has two ulcers on the fame leg, one near the knee, the other oear 
the ankle, as he recovers his ftrength the two ulcers will aflume a more 
favourable appearance; but the effect will not be equal in both ; that 
neareft the knee will fhow the firft figns of amendinent, and will goon 
healing fafter than the other, "THis may by many be confidered as 
accidental, but the inftances of it which occur, I think are {ufficiently 
numerous to prove that it arifes from fome general principle.” P. 42, 

Ii is to this {pecics of ulcer, that Mr. H. recommends, more 
particularly, the application of rhubarbin the form of powder ; 
a mode of practice which he firft attempted, and formerly 
defcribed in another work. Among the general obfervations 
feattered in this publication, the following is of great utility. 

«* There is a very curious fact refpeéting the treatment of ulcers, 
which makes this extenfive experience of the medicines which are 
applicable to them, ftill more neceffary >» itis} that very few cafes will 
continue to heal, more than for a certain time, under the fame treat- 
ment; the effeét which any one application produced at firft, being 
loft by habit, fo that it becomes neceflary to change it for fome other, 
This.change of treatment, after a certain continuance, is fo neceflary, 
that even where the tranfition is made from a medicine with confider- 
able powers, to one which, had it been originally applied, would have 
had little or no effect, it will be produtive of an evident advantage. 
This, however, will be of fhort continuance; but if the change is 
made to a medicine of equal, or nearly equal powers, the benefit will 
be.more permanent.” P, 73, | 

From confidering that in three different applications, all 
fuccefsfully uled to indolent ulcers, the effential part is nitrous 
acid, Mr. H. was led to try that acid itfel!, in a diluted ftate; 
and found the fuccefs anfwerable to his expe@ations. In 
treating of ulcers, atiended witha varicofe ftate of the veins, 
Mr. H. allows bandaging to be of fervice, as recommended 
by Wifeman, Underwood, &c. ‘and prefers the laced flocking 
to any other mode, but as a more comp.ete cure, propofes 
taking up the Heng Saphena. The operation is very exattly 
defcribed at p, 191, and many cafes are fubjoined, which 
ftrongly exemplify the fuccefs of the pra&tice. The idea of 
taking up veins, for fuch purpofes, is certainly not new, but 
the practice is here greatly improved and facilitated. In one 
extraordinary cafe, a varicofe flate of the teflicle, was relieved 
by a fimilar operation. 

This book may, undoubtedly, be recommended to the atten- 
tion of praGitioners; and we cannot but confider it as par- 
ticularly favourable to the chara@ter of the author, that while 
he ftands almoft alone in one branch of praétice (the treat- 
ment of ftri€tures) his attention to all other parts of his*pro- 
feflion appears to continue unremitted. 
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Art. XII. General View of the Agriculture of the County of 


Mid-Lothian: with Obfervations on the Means of its Im- 
provement. Drawn up fer the Confderation of the Board of 
Agriculture and Internal Improvement, from the Gammunica- 
tions of George Rebertfon, ane, at Granton, near Edin- 
burgh ; with the additional Remarks of feveral refpeEtable 
Gentlemen and Farmers in the County. 8vo. 135 pp. 4s. 
Robinfons, &c. 1795. 


UR notice of this refpe&able work has been delayed, by 
various accidents, muchtlonger than we wifhed. The 
plan, for reprinting the agricultural furveys, having been 
marked out by the Board of Agriculture, and given at length 
in our Review, vol, viii. p. 607, we thall mark out another 
plan, to be generally followed in our own operations. We de- 
fign to produce a fufficient quantity of fpecimens from each 
book, with fuch brief obfervations as may occur to usin read- 
ing any of thefe bulky. volumes ; and then to leave it to our 
readers to determine whether any, and which of them, be 
worth purchaling and perufing. 


<< One remarkable circumftance may be obferved here in the foil, 
though hy no means peculiar to this country, that the lands hanging 
to the north are almott always the moft fertile, producing better crops 
than thofe which have a fouthern expofure.” P, 23. 


Is not this circumftance partly accouated for at p. 20? 


« June, thongh énjoying the longeft days of the year, is often re- 
marked for the chill cold of its mornings, which, being fuch a contraft 
to the noon-tide heats which fucceeds, has the effect to nip and blaft 
the yet young and tender fhoots of corn, unable to withftand fuch con- 
trariecty of weather.” | 


At p. 59, we find an ufeful hint. 


«* With regard to the order in which grafs-grounds fhould be left, 
difpates are very apt to arife. They act wifely in this cafe, who 
oblige the tenant to have at leaft one crop of them himfelf, as his own 


intereft will induce him to do juftice to the land, both with refpect to 
fcved and to labour,” 


«© The reaping-fork, for colle€ting into fheaves, corns that 
are cut with the fcythe,” (p. 74) feems to be a very well con- 
trived implement. 


«« Inclofures are too commonly. formed by ftraight lines into regular 
figures. There is an abfurdity m this: for, if the land-itfelf be ir- 
regular, and alfo wet, the ditthes, which conftitute a chief part of the 
fence, fhould be laid out in fach a direction, as to carry off the water 
at 
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at the fame time. Even where the ground is dry, and lying regular, 
the nature of the foil thould be adverted to, that land of oppofite 
qualities may not be included in the fame clofe.” P. 81. | 


*« An excellent praétice has lately been introduced here, of taking 
up the turnip.crop in the month of December, if it can be dor before 
the froft fets in, and cutting’off the leaves ; the turnips are piled up 
into long heaps, and covered with ftraw, and are found to keep well 
two or three months; the cattle eating them as keenly, and faitenin 
on them nearly as much, as if quite recent from the ground, Thofe 
who have had their turnip-crop locked up (as it werg)’by the froft, or 
covered with the fnow, during the very time in which there was the 
qeseh need for it, befides the wafte from rottennefs occafioned by 

hefe caufes, will fee the advantage to be derived from taking them up 
before winter; which has ‘this further to, recommend it, that the 
eps being fooner cleared, will of courfe be more carly ready for 
the fucceeding crop,” P, 111, oats" . 

The ruta-baga, or Swedifh turmfip’; epen-kail (coleworts) 
and yams, are highly commended, at p. 133, &c. _Mangel- 
wurzel has been wholly difcarded. ** [t is a curians fact, that, 
in propagating goofeberries from the feed (the commen prac- 
tice here} the fame berry is known to produce plants of many 
different kinds.” P. 134. The following palfage may alfa 
tempt Englifhmen to return the numerous vifits which they 
have received from their neighbours of North-Britain: 


** Scotland has within itfelf every advantage for comfortable, and 
even /uxurious living; the fineft fifth, the moft exquifite meat, and game 
of fuperior quality. Wine, fugars, fpiceries, and other articles of that 
nature, it can eafily import. The only thing it wants, therefore, 
which it neither produces by nature, nor can eafily import, is fruit; 
and there art fhould be made ufe of to conquer the difficulties of na- 
ture.” P. 135. : : 

This fingle want of fruit, is propofed to be fupplied, not by 
hot-boufes, which are too expenfive, but by Aot-walls ; and very 
inviting plans and eftimates for them are here given. 

Concerning waffles (by which is here meant large tracts of 
mofs or fwamps) and ihe improvement of them, the author 
{peaks much too Highly. ndeed he feems to be wholly unac- 
quainted with the fubjeét (P. 139). 

‘ At p. 154, we are prefented with drawings of a bull and 
cow ; thefe are faid to be 


«« Natives of Hither India, from Guzerat and Myfore, on the coaft 
of Malabar ; and in thefe countries they are principally ufed as beafts 
of draught or carriage ; being well adapted to fuch purpofes, from 
their uncommon ftrength and fleetnefs, travelling with éale, it is faid, 
at the rate of eight miles an hour. The oxen of the Guzerat breed, 
in particular, might anfwer well in this country for draught, as they 
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pipsin to a very confiderable fize; and, from the appearance of. this 
pecimen of them, they have every appearance of vigour and activity, 
and, at the fame time, are remarkable placid and gentle in their de- 
meanour, approaching with .ildnefs, and fhewing their friendly dif. 
pofition by licking the hands and cloaths even of ftrangers. 

oe have much of the fagacious phyfiognomy of the elephant, 
with the Bay oe lo {mall eyes, and a hoggith looking front ; 
the ears uncommonly large, and like to that animal in this alfo, that 
the one is ever pointing forward, and the other backwards, by turns ; 
fo that they are viewing, at the fame time, both before and behind 5 
probably an Oriental infting inherent in domeftick animals there, the 
more fecurely to guard them againft attacks from their ravenous ene- 
mies, ‘ For the fame reafgn it perhaps is, that the whole troop, when 
repofing in the field, lye of ftand as glofe together as they can pack ; 
they even feem to have, like our horfes, the faculty of fleeping on their 
feet, as feemed to me to be the cafe, when I went to view them; the 
bull, in particular, appeared to be in that ftate; but aroufing himfelf 
when I approached, he beheld mg¢ for fome time with attention, but 
re-afluming his confidence, he fell again to his flumbers, groanin 
very deeply, yet ftarting at fhort intervals, he was ready for defence if 
neceffary ; and, although he allowed people to handle himfelf with un. 
concern, he fi much difpleafed when any went near the female, 
tofling his head, and ftamping hatd on the ground with his feet, which 
appear, indeed, to be ftrongly formed by nature for offenfive ufe.” 


In Mid-Lothian, horfes are preferred to oxen in hufbandry, 
on account of their fuperior quicknefs of motion. Doubtiels, 
in harveft time particularly, this is a very important confider- 
ation, ’ . 

*¢ Pork and bacon are not yet relifhed as food by the 
common people ; indeed, to very fat meat of any fort, the 
Scots in general have an averfion.” (p. 160) The talte of 
Englith labourers is, we believe, univerfally different. ‘ There 
are very few rabbits bred in Scotland,” Englith farmers, who 
are fituated near to them, would-rejoice, if this were their 
cafe ; for, weak as thefe animals are, they are the moit mif- 
chievous neighbours in the world. By their vaft number, their 
reftlefs activity, and their propenfity to encroach upon, and eat 
up, the produce of the lands adjoiaing to them, they may claim 
a refemblance to @ certain people; from whom they differ, 
however, very materially, in the guiefne/s of their invafions. 
The following extra& is truly honourable to North-Britain, 


‘© Servants—A decent, orderly behaviour, is maintained. by the 
country fervants. The fabbath with them, is truly a day of devotions 
No weather, almoft, can keep.them from church, cloathed in their 
beft array ; which, confidering their wages, is generally good, During 
the remainder of the day they keep themfelves at home ; reading their 
bibles ; or, in many inftances, they join together in family-worfhip, 
The frequenting of saverns on a Sunday is almoft unheard of ne 
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them ; hence, inftead of that languor and ‘ficknefs which prevents many 
a poor mechanick from earning his Monday’s wages ; that day, on the 
contrary, to the farmer, is the moft profitable, his fervants working 
with more alacrity and vigour, than on any other of the week. They 
have always, befides, been laudably’ ambitious of giving their children 
a decent education, and would be afhamed if they could not read the 
Englifh language. School-fees are, indeed, here extremely moderate. 
Reading is taught for 18, 4d. the quarter ; writing and arithmetick (in 
which the children’ of labourefs are in many inftances inftraéted) at 
2s.6d. As the whole labourers employed. in hufbandry remain, with 
few exceptions, attached to the national church, much of this decent 
and virtuous difpofition may be attributed to the attention of the efta- 
blifhed clergy ; who, not fatisfied with merely delivering from the 
pulpit the true principles of Chriftianity, of which their own lives are 
exemplary patterns, are alfo at much pains, by frequent private vifita- 
tion, to fee that a proper regard to their {piritual inftruction is ob. 
ferved.” P. 164. piu 


A note upon reads contains fome information, which may 
be ufeful in many parts of England : 


«* The art of road-making feems now. to be better underftood. It 


was at firft che practice to gather them high up into. a narrow ridge, 
and lay them with the greateft ftones that could be found. They are 
now made much wider, more flat, and the ftones broken into {mall 
pieces,” P, 181. 


In fpeaking of the “ obftacles to improvement,” Mr. R. 
calls tithes “ the bugbear of timorous improvers.” One of 
his ** two grand points regarding the prodution of corn,” is 
«* to keep the price fteady.” This is a vifionary expectation, 
unlefs we can make the fea/ons fteady, As long as the corn- 
laws attempt any thing more, than to provide for cafes of 
great emergency, fo long they will continue to perplex and dif- 
concert (as they now do) the operations of hufbandry, and will 
tend to produce that fcarcity which they are defigned to pre- 
vent. If bounties on exportation were abolithed, and importa- 
tion prohibited, except in very unfavourable feafons, the price of 
corn would (in our judgment) find a more fure level for fuc- 
€eflive years, than the legiflature (with all its good intentions) 
has ever yet been able to effect. 

In the appendix, No. 1, by Mr. T. Scott, we find fome im- 
portant obfervations ; among which is the following : 


«« The errors that feem to prevail moft among the farmers in this 
diftri€, is an over propenfity for crops of wheat, and a great reluctancy 
to lofe a crop, when the land requires more work than can be given 
to a drilled one; which canfes wheat oftento be fown, where either 
oats or barley would have been more profitable, and beans drilled, 
where, had the ground been fummer fallowed, the crop of wheat after, 
would have been worth a great deal more than both ‘the beans and 
wheat, and the Jand left in a high fate of cultivation.” P. 6, is 
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_ At p.1r, however, Mr. S, appears to fall into a vulgar 
error: ‘* Tf, after incloling, the ground is all laid into grafs, and 
kept for grazing, fuch a ty(tem muft unavoidably depopulate.” 
And again, * light will this country be in the fcale 6f nations, 
if our lands come to be chiefly occupied by thepherds,’’(p. 12.) 
But the proportion of land throughout the kingdom, ploughed, 
or grazed, will always depend upon the demand for the produce 
of it, under thefe modes of occupation refpectively. If we 
are to eat flefh, as well as corn, why thould we lament that 
**- sround is laid into grafs ?” except, indeed, it would anfwer 
better under the plough ; of. which circumftance every huf- 
bandman will, and muit judge for himfelf; and generally he 
will, in the long run, judge rightly. 

No, 2, of the appendix, contains fome good ** obfervations 
on the hufbandry of Scotland, by Mr, Abraham Jones, a Nor- 
folk Farmer.” 

No. 3, gives an * account of the origin and progrefs of 
fhe Britifh wool fociety.” We cannot ealily abridge this, ac- 
count ; but it appears, that very great exertions have been made 
to effect an improvement of wool, by difperfing. the breeds of 
iheep, proper for that purpofe. The Royal approbation, and 
encouragement, has been given to this fociety. 

The reft of the appendix, as far as it is original (except p. 6) 
is not equally valuable. At p. 45, we are told repeatedly what 
may be, but by no means Convinced what is. At p. 47. we find 
fome very random conjeétures, concerning the application of 
lime-fhells, or unflacked lime. P. 48, is better. P. 409, re- 
lapfes. As to the /mtut in wheat, we much with.to hear of 
further experiments for preventing it, by merely wa/bing the 
feed in any kind of water, 

Upon the whole, this volume being well-written, a few 
Scotticifms excepted, is a very creditable fpecimen of the lite- 
rary acquirements, as well as of the agricultural fkill, of the 
farmers in North- Britain, . 


litt 





Art. XIII. The Poems of Caius Valerius Catullus, in Englifh 
Verfe, with the Latin Text revifed, and Claffical Notes. Pre- 
fixed are Engravings of Catullus and his Friend Cornelius 
Nepos. Two Volumes. 8vo. 128. Johnfon. 1795. 


pus is the work of a fcholar, and for the moft part exe- 
cuted in a fcholar-like manner. We fay for the moft 


part, for there are, undoubtedly, great irregularities both with — 
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regard to the {pirit, corretnefs, and harmony. We objec 
alfo, from mora! principles, to the tranflator’s plan, which 
may. be beft underftood in his own words : 


s* ‘Thefe indecencies occurring fo frequently in our poet, which I 
have conftantly preferved in the original, and ventured in fome way to 
tranflate, may be thought to require apology, for I have given the 
whole of Catullus without referve. The chaite reader might think 
them beft omitted ; but the inquifitive fcholar might wifh to be ac- 
quainted even with the ribaldry and broad lampoon of Roman times.” 


The readers of this tranflation muft, on the author’s own 
rinciples, be very circumfcribed indeed. It fhould be fedu- 
Joufly removed from youth and from females, and, as for the 
inguifitive fcbolar, he will hardly feek for the ribaldry and broad 
Jampoon of Roman times, in an Englifh verfion of Catullus, 
We do not, however, hefitate to pronounce, that the perform- 
ance is, on the whole, ingenious and fpirited. There was 
fome difficulty, of courfe, in fele&ing a fpecimen for the 
common reader, but the following will certainly do no difcre, 
dit to the author, or our pages, 


‘* ON THE ANNALS OF VOLUSIUS. 


"Come forth each vile, hiftoric page, 
Boss dl : Volufius’ fcribbling rage ae 
ulfill my nymph’s gay promife now 
For, to the Ponte aaah of joy, 
And to the foul-fubduing boy, 
She offer’d up this playful vow : 


That, if again I'd wear her chain, 
And ceafe my fierce Tambic ftrain 
She'd give unto the limping God 
The worft of pocts that e’er wrote, 
Whofe works the’d to the flames devote, 
Flames kindled with ill-omen’d wood! 
And well the faucy wanton knew, 
She could not keep her oath fo true, 
As when this merry choice fhe made : 
Then, O great Queen, abfolve the fair, 
If jeft, if laughter be thy care, 
And note the debt, as duly paid ; 


Thou, Ocean’s offspring, who art feen 
O’er holy Ida’s groves te reign, 

Where firit thy ruftic fanes- were known ; 
O’er Syria's regions, where the eye 
Ne diftant boundary can fpy ; 

O’er Ancon, love’s devoted town ! 





The author feems moft to fail in the Atys, and we do 
not accord with him in his idea, of applying theterm “ fhe” 
to Atys : the genius of the Latin lang 
general analogies of the Englith 
tenfive reading and good talte. 


£42... 
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Thou! who delighteft oft to tread 
Where reedy Cnidus lifts her head ; 
Where Amathus with Golgos Vies ; 
Ot where, upon Dytrachium’s fhores. 
Wild Adria treafures up her ftores 
Of billowy ftorms, that vex the fkies. 


And fure bright Queen, thou wilt allow 
Sweetly facetious was the vow !|—— 
Then come, and to the flames retire ; 
Tnftant, each vile hiftoric page, 
Born of Volufius’ fcribbling rage, 
Without one fpatk of wit, or fire!” Vol, i. p. 99. 


. “ TO HIMSELF. 
If to the confcious mind it yields delight, 
Each aétion paft of virtue to revife, 
To guard inviolate that faith we plight, 
or ever with falfe lip to vouch she fkies. 


What blifs thy ill ftarr’d paffion will repay ! 
What years of rapture yet remain in ftore ! 
Since all that love could do, that tongue could fay, 
Catullus fondly did, and fondly fwore ! 


And yet no traces of fuch wond’rous love 
In Lefbia’s falfe, ungrateful breaft are found ; 

Then wherefore droop? be firm, and quick remove 
From her, whom heav’n forbids thy peace to wound ! 


At once to quench an ancient flame, I own, 
Is truly hard ; but ftill no efforts {pare ; 

On this thy peace depends, on this alone ; 
‘Then le, or not, O conquer there ! 

And you, juft Gods, if, with a pitying eye, 
Ye ever deign’d man’s countlefs ill to fee ; 

Or ftay’d, in death’s laft hour, the parting figh, 
Look down benignant on a wretch like me! 

If pure my life, if free from guilty Rains, 
‘The poifon rankling in this heart deftroy ; 

Whofe torpor chills the current of my veins, 
And chaces from my breaft each fprightly joy. 


I afk nov her my; paflion y> 
Or (which were vain) ber cbattity to guard ; 
O, my wounds, Love’s burning pangs allay ! 
Thus, ye kind God’s my piety heer 


1” ‘Vol. ii. p. 12. 


allows it, but the 
donor, The.notes prove ex- 
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BRITISH’ CATALOGUE. 
POETRY. 


Arr. 14. Firft Flights. By Jobm Heyrich, jun. Lieutenant in the Fif- 
teenth or, King’s Regiment of Light vogews containing Pieces in Verfe, 
on various Occafions.. 4t0. 38. 6d. Dilly. 1797. 


The modeft and ingentous author of thefe poems, while preparing 
thefe produétions of his fancy for the prefs, was fnatched away by 
death. His furviving friends have judged it advifeable to print this 
volume, which certainly does no difcredit to their favorite’s memory. 

The thoughts are tender and chafte, and the mode of exprefling them 
extremely delicate and correét, Among many other fpecimens which 

may well attraét from their beauty, both of flyle and fentiment, the 
reader will doubtlefs be pleafed with the following : 


SENT TOA LADY ADDICTED TO FASHIONABLE HOURS, WITH A 
VIOLET. 


Did you but know when bath’d in dew, , 
How {weet this little violet grew 
Amidft the thorny brake, 
How fragrant blew the ambient air, 
O’'er beds of primrofes fo fair, 
Your pillow you'd forfake. 


Paler than the autumnal leaf, 

Or the wan hue of pining grief, 
The cheek of floth fhall grow; 

Nor can cofmetic wath, or ball, 

Nature’s own favorite tints recall, 
If once you let thém go. 


TO MARCH. 


Thy younger fifter’s conftant tears 
Invite the poet’s lyre, 

And laughing May; when the appears, 
Shall raife the rapture higher. , 


But let the gaudy tulip gain 
The loftice 's oe 

For once will I, an —— {wain, 
Thy paler {weets rehea 


The full-blown beauties of the year 
Tocourtly ftrains belong; 
But when thy modeft buds appear, 
They claim the rural fong. ‘ 


~~ 
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Let the auricula and rofe . 
On. May’s warm breaft be fet ; 

The opening thorns for me difclofe 
Thy {weeter violet. 

No raging fun's tyrannic fire 
Forbids my men feet 

To fearch, with friendly mufe and lyre, 
Thy primrofcs’ retreat, 


Ah! would my lov’d Eliza deign 
To take my eager hand, 
Thy bard, dear March, would ne’er complain 
At fterneft Fate’s command, 
How gaily then my fong fhould rife, 
Amidit thy infant grove ; 
Then gazing on Eliza’s eyes, 
‘ How foftly change to love ! 





A PARLIAMENTARY. DEBATE. 


A wealthy old curmudgeon lately fat 

To hear our fapient lawgivers débate, 

And much he ftared, and much he frown’d to heaxs 
His ruin paft redemption proved fo clear. 

Whilft Sheridan defcrib’d th’ infolvent Bank, 

His thirfty ears the dark delufion drank. 

** Trade was no more”-——that he thought {carcely true— 
«¢ Men had no money”—that was falfe he knew. 
Yet as we half believe what moft we fear, 

Still to a remedy he lent his ear, 

But guefs what certainty diffolv’d his doubt, 

When thus the ftatefman let the fecret out: 

«« If you’d be wife, and raife the falling ftocks, 

‘* Support for minifters myfelf and Fox.” 


a) 


Artis. The Life of Hubert, a narrative, defcriptive, and didaftic 
Poem (in continuation) the Second and Third Books, by the late Rev. 
Thomas Cote, LL. B. Vicar of Dulverton, in the county of Somerfet, 


8vo. 38. Egerton, 1797- 


The former past of this poem, written much im the ftyle, and with 

a great deal of the. fpirit of Cowper, was noticed with praife in ove 
6th vol. p. 584. Since that period the ingenious author has paid the 
debt of nature. ‘The editor of this continuation found the Second’ 
and Third Books among the manufcripts of Mr. Cole, and has pub- 
lifhed them as a fupplement to the former book, It is a very accepta~ 
ble prefent. The theep fhearing is defcribed with great fpirit, and 
with fome novelty of 't ; the fame is true of the village fchool, 
gad in particular the‘detail of the furnicare of the houfe, | 
Around the naked walls, which oncageere white, 

_ Were pafted in svolt sean aad: tad. fort, 
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676 BRirisn Cararocoz: Paelry. 
Kings, queens, in royal robes with pejocely trains; 
Great generals, with truncheons in their hands, 
And admirals, on cannon’s reclined, 
With their chief bateles fou by land and fea, 
Depicted well enough to raife the pride 
Of Britons, not too nice to feel their force; 
Behind the door King Charles's golden rules; 
Moore's Almanack, long finct of tetent dates, 
Poor Richard’s cheapeft pennyworth of wit, 
Replete with maxims wife for rich and poor, 
in framings of red tape, riot badly fquared, 
Were aptly faftened with white-headed tacks. 


Art 16. The Poetical Works of Mr. William Collins, with a Prefatery 
Effay by Mrs. Barbauld, 1am0. 5s. Cadell and Davies, 1797. 


This elegant edition of one of our moft popular poets cannot fail 
of being acceptable, and makes alfo an agreeable addition tothe _ 
lications of the fame kind already edited by Dr. Aikin and Mrs. 
Barbauld, and at different times noticed and commended in the Britith 
Critic. The Prefatory Effay, by Mrs. Barbauld, merits particular 
attention; it is ingenious, acute, and happily difcriminative in ap- 
preciating the merits and defects of Collins; a neater {pecimen of 
criticifm cannot often be found. In making this obfervation, we have 
more particularly in view, the remasks on the Odes to Liberty and 
the Paffions. We object, however, to the paffion of Defpair bein 
called a ‘* deadening fenfation.” That which is ‘* fad by fits, a 
wild by ftarts,” can by no means be called a deadening fenfation: 
Neither do we fee any impropriety in ‘* calling Thompfon a Druid.” 
The great theatre of the Druid’s life was in the bofom of rural fcenes, 
which Thompfon has with fuch peculiar felicity defcribed, The poet 
naturally prefumed that this idea would prefent itfelf immediately and 
forcibly to every reader, it was not neceffary that the refemblance 
fhould be farther purfued. We are, notwithftanding thefe trifles, 
highly pleafed with the undertaking, of which this is a part ; we hope 
it will ofecuted by the fame ingenious pens, and truft that it re- 
ceives the fureft teft of its merits in a very extenfive circulation. 


Aart. 17. 4 Sele& ColleSion of Epigrams, many of them sriginal. By 
Thomas Clio Rickman, Author of the Evening Walk, Fallen Cottage, 
&%-, 12mo. 28, Walker, Paternofter-Row. 1796. 


The definition of an epigram, as given by this editor, that it thould 
confift of ** a few lines, on a given fubjett, either humourous or 
grave, having an unexpected or happy turn to work up its climax,” 
is not ill fuited to the generality of thofe which appear in this fmall 
collection.” We are forry to be obliged in juftice to fay, that thofe 
which are diftinguifhed by the very poetical name of Clio, anfwer to 
it worfe than the reft. It is rather extraordinary, that ic fo {mall a 
volume, two fo nearly the fame as epigrams g 188, fhould be in- 
ferted. Epigram 15 @@§s miferably mauled féd from a very 

one. As it itands here, it is not verfe, and hardly fenfe, A 

w, and only afew, fhould have been omitted, for moral reafons. 
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Ant 18. Prifon Ammfements, and other Trifles, principally written 
during xine Month's Gonjinement in the Cafile of York. By Pand 
Pofitive, 8vo; 4s. Johnfon. 1797. 

There is an eafe and artlefinefs in the general ftyle of thefe com- 
pofitions, which naturally induce a commiferation for the author, 
whatever may have been: the caufe of his fuffering the hardfhips of 
imptifonment, ‘The reddet will probably be pleafed with the follow. 
ing lines ora mirtor : 

Yes, Clata, 1 am. vex’d to fee 

You love, your mirror more than me} 
But leave the room, the faithlefs glafs 
Will {mile on any othet lafs. 

Behold your image then impreft 

On the pure mirror.of my breatt ; 
Your charms alone reflected there, 

No place cai change, nor time impair, 


Art. 19. 4 Trip to Port/mouth and the Lfle of Wight, from Londen, 
in rambling Verfis; dédicated'to the Officers and Seamen, and thofe 
alting with them, on board the Mary. By a Friend to Britain, 
Svo. 6d. Edinburgh. 1797. 


The mefs in the gun-room, in the courfe ofa tedious cruize, when 
old ngw {papers have been read again and again, may perhaps be enter- 
tained with thefe ‘** Rambling Verfes;” but they do not appear to 
be. calculated for any other meridian, 


MEDICINE. 


Art. 20, A Le&ure on the Prefervation of Health. By T. Garnet, 
M..D,. Member of the Royal Medical, Phyfical, and Natural Hiftory 
Societies. of Edin rgh, the Literary and Philsfophical Society of ‘ate 
chefler, Sc. 8yO. 72 pp. 2% Cadell and Davies, 1797. 


The author, who was a pupit of the late Dr. Brown, of Edinburgh. 
and is’ an admirer’of ‘his opinions, “attempts to explain the laws of 
animal life, on the principle of excitability; Thus, when we are 
hungry ortired, our uneafinefs or languor, does not arife, we arc told, 
from fatigue or emptinefs, but from the excitability of the body’s 
being accumulated or exhaufted; and the refrefhment we receive from 
food and reft, is not in confequence of the empty veffels being re. 

enifhed, or the languid limbs tepofed, but from the excitability’s 

ing reftored to itsdue equilibrium... What this excitability is, howe 
ever, is not attempted:to be explained.» *‘:I:would not with,” the 
author fays, ** to have it thought, that by thefe terms, (accumulated 
and exhaufted. excitability) I. mean, in the leaft, to bint at the nature of 
excitability, sor that it is really one-qwhile mncreafed, and at another dimim 
nifhed in ity, for the abitract queftion, is in no thape confidered ; 
we know not whether thé excitability, or the vital principle, depends 
ona particular arrangement of matget, oMMrom what it may Ori» 
Bbb ; ginate; 
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ginate ; by the forms here ufed, it is only meant, that the excitabilii 
1s eafily acted on, when it is faid to be , and with more difie 
culty, when it is fajd to be deficient or exhaufted,” Although it may be 
of {mall importance, what terms are ufed by philof » in explain- 
ing the phanomena of nature, if they are always ¢ in the fame 
fenfe, yet there feems little utility in introducing new ones, unlefs with 
the view of further illuftrating or improving the arts in which they 
are adopted, Of this, however, we fee no traces in the work before 
us. ‘Temperance and exercife ave found on the new, as well as on the 
old principle, to be more falutary than intemperance and indolence ; 
and the pure air of the country, thaw the cl atmofphere of clofe 
and populous ¢ities ; not in the latter cafe, in uence of fuch air’s 
being loaded with puttid and noxious vapours, but from its being defi- 
cient in its due proportion of oxygen. We have attended to the pro- 
grefs of the Brunonian dottrine ; but have yet to learn that the healing 
art has received any real and fubftantial benefit from it, 


Art. 21 Outlines of a Courfe of Leures of Chemifiry. By the fame» 
8vo, 176 pp. 456 Cadell and Davies. 1797- 


*¢ The following fheets, containing an outline of his leCtures on 
chemiftry, were printed,” the author faye, ** at the requeft of his 
auditors, who wifhed to have a text book which might contain the 
moft ftriking faéts. This was intended to be confined tv thofe who 
attended his leétures; but it having“been fuggefted: by fome friends 
whofe judgment and ‘advice he refpetts, that fuch a work miglit be 
ufeful in refrefhing the memories of others, he has ventured to make it 
more public. He hopes, however, that as this is a mere rude fketch 
of what is delivered in his leCture, if his readers fhould not agree with 
him in fome ore they will not cenfure him, till they have had an 
opportunity of hearing his defence of thofe opinions.” ‘This book, 
therefore, 13 not an object of criticifim, We thinkit, however, ‘fight 
to obferve,. that the author has given a,more ample and complete ac- 
eount of the feveral objects that fall ne es his notice, than are ufually 
found in fketches of this kind ; that the matter is arranged in an-inge- 
nious and fyftematic ordes, and that he feems to have embraced every 
thing in his plan, that was calculated to contribute ta the advantage or 
pt, tat of his pupils ; every thing that might enlarge the mind of 
the philofophical inveftigator of the works of nature, or engage the 
attention of thofey who eonfider chemiftry psincipally as an object. of 
curiofity... Asa fpecimen of the work, we fall Jay before our readere 
a part of his twenty-fourth lecture. 

“ r is of a dull red colour, ‘and a fine granulated texture 
when ; it poflefles confiderable ductility, and may be drawe 
into fine wire, or beaten into thia leaves; it is rather more than eight 
times heavier than water, Almoft all the-acids diffolve this metal ; but 
what is remarkable, they diflolve more of it by ftanding in the cold,. 
than by boiling. « © . 

« Si ic acid, when concentrated and hot, diflolves copper, 
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| The nitric acid attacks copper very rapidly, and is decompofed. 
The extract of is a green deli ent fale which has the curi- 
of exploding, when moi and rolled up in tin foil. 
The inuriatic acid, when concentrated, diffolves ; but the mu- 
riat.of t is little known, ‘The vegetable acids, diffolve copper 
very readily, on which account, the ufe of this metal for culinary pur- 
es, is very improper. ‘The folution ‘of copper in the acetous acid, 
ms acetite of , commonly cafled verdigris. 

** Copper readily unites with melted tin, at a temperature much 
fower than what is neceflary to melt the copper; by which means, 
copper vefiels are cafily coveted with a coating of tin. i 

« A mixture of ey 8d tin forms bronze; two parts of copper 
and one of zinc, makes brafs, and with different proportions, princes- 
metal, Copper is fometimes found native, but generally combined 
with fulphur and oxygen, im ores of a red, green, or blue colour.” 


Art. 22. An Introduftory Lefure to a Conrfe of Chemifiry, read at the 
Laboratory in rigor February 2, 1797 By Robert Bourne, 
M. D, Chemical Reader to the Univerfity of Oxford, Sa Ge 
8vo. pp. 48. Oxford. 1797. 


. This Introductery Lecture is eothing more than a concife hiftory, 
and a panegyric. of the fcience of chemiftry. The ftyle is not inelegant, 
and the whole is judicioufly adapted to the capacity and genius of 
univerfity ftudents, 

_ The authot briefly mentiens the various ftates of chemiftry at dif 
ferent times; defcribing its i vements and tranfitions, 
from the pretended art of tran{muting metals and forming a univerfal 
medicine, to the honourable crank of liberal, extenfive, and rational 
fcience, He enumerates a variety of purpofes to which its application 
extends, fuch as to the art of dying, of enamelling, of making gun- 
powder, of {melting of ores, of torming manures, &c, dc, and laftly, 
fhows how the knowledge of it may become afelul to perfons of almoft 
all ranks and profeffions. ; 


Arr 23. A Pra&ical Synopfis of the Materia Alimentaria and the 
Materia Medica. vol. i. $V. 323 pp. 68 Baldwin and Sea, 
ley, Paternofter-Row. 1797: : 


The prefent volume contains the whole of the Materia Alimentaria, 
with the firft clafs of the Materia Medica. ‘The author has given 
an ample catalogue of alimentary fubftances, defcribed their peculiar 

alities, and the different modes of preparing them for food, Asa 

pecimen of his mashes ak: toning See, we fhall give his account 
of the mytilus edulis, or mufcle, the animal, and of the bread- 
fruit tree from the ¢ kingdom. #4. 

«¢ Mytilus edulis, the eatable muffel. rpragte Semchatrsi  G 
but at certain feafons 6f the year, and in particular conftitu 
muffels produce diftrefling, and fometimes dangerous fymp 
thefe who eat them; fuch as a burning fenfation in the 


con og 
ing of the face, eyes, lips, tongue, and throat; diftentioh of 
; ’ , ; ' 
Somach 5 eryfipelatous inflamnagion Wf the kin, reales 
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intolerable itching, difficulty of breathing, ti anxiety, and ina 
few inftances, deo The aaa = me te are, 
vomits and acids, particularly lemon juice, mixed with peppermint 
water. The occafional noxious quality of the mouffell is derived from 
a fmall fpecies of ftella marina, (viz. afterias ophiura) which ia the 
months of June, July, and Aagoft, is found in the thells of the. 
muflel, ‘The juice of this fea ftar is highly acrid. It is faid that the 
muficls may be completely freed from this:noxious accompaniment by 
wafhing them well in vinegar and water.” uy 

** Artocarpus incifa, the bread-fruit, The fruit of this tree is 
ufed while it is yet green, inwhich ftate it is roafted till the outfide 
becomes fcorched and black. The outer part isthen safped.off, and 
the inner part, which is foft and white, like the crumb of riew bread, 
is ufed for food, It is very wholefome and nutritious, -bat in tafe 
comes nearer to a {weet potatoe, or Jerufalem artichoak, than to 
wheaten bread.” 

The articles which compofe the Materia\Medica are claffed accords 
ing to the effects or operations on the bodygs ‘This arrangement, al- 
though in fome refpects advantageous, is attended with one inconve- 
nience. The moft material articles are obliged to be repeated under 
two or three more different heads or claffes, ‘* In treating of each 
article,” the author fays, ‘* the following method has been purfued. 
Suppofing it to bea vegetable, the genetic and trivial namesiare firft 
given; then the clafs and order to which it -belongs in-the fexual 
fyftem ; then the natural order, as improved by Murray, in his Aippara- 
tus Medicaminum ; then the country of ‘which it is a native } then the 
officinal name, andthe parts ufed in. medicine; the Englifh name ; 
its aclion upon the human body ; the difeafe in which it ts nfed ; the 
dafes ‘and forms in which it is ‘preferibed; with references to the au- 
thors who introduced or recommended it.” * As-treatifes on the Mate. 
ria Medica are very ‘numerous, it cannot be fuppofed that much can 
‘be here found that has not been frequently repeated in preceduig pub- 
lications, but the author has the mefit of having feleCted what is ufeful 
from former writers, of not unfrequently corre€ting what +has been 
erroncoufly advanced bythem, and of occafionally interfperfing ori- 
ginal obfervations. Asa fpecimen of this part of the work, we thall 
give his account*of the Taraxacum. 

** Leontodon Taraxacum. Leontodon officinalis. Poly gamiazqua- 
lis. Compofita, femiflofculz. Indigenous (Taraxacum Dens “Leonis. 
Radix, Herba) Dandelion. This common plant is as much under- 
valued in this; agit is over-rated in other,coantries. From our own 
experience we; can affert, that it is no. inefligacious deobftruent in 
jaundice, dropfy:, and other cafes of vifceral obftruction. The beft 
formiof prefesibing it is in decoétion, in the proportion of two or 
three ounces of the root to a pint of water, . Two.or three drams of 
cryftals of gartar, or vitriolated kali, make.an ufeful addition to this 
decoction, Sound full-grown roots. thould be chofen ; they fhould be 
fliced thin, and fhould he boiled genily for the fpace.of two or.three 
hours, adding a frefh quantity of water.as often as.it fhould be. negef- 
dary, fothat there may be left a pint atJait,.. The.dofeis a.tea-cup fall 
every two hours until jt operates, Delius de Taraxaco, 17 545-and 

.teprinted.ia Baldinger’s Sylloge, 1776, - 
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Art. 24. ATreatife on the Teak; wherein an acturate Thea of Beir 
Stra&ure is given, the re of their Decay pointed out, and their 
various Difeafes ennmerated: .t0 “which js added, the mot effedtual 
Method of treating the Diforders of the Teeth and Gana, thablipfel by 
a long and fucce/ifid Pradtice. Ry” the Chevelier Rufpini, Suryeoa 
Dewift to bis Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales. 12m0, 13, 64. 
Keariley. 1797. 


This is a very fenfible and ufeful Treatife, on a fubjeS of np figall 
rfonal importance to-every one, By.attending to the directions 
given, the teeth of children and aduks may eafily be preferved 
=n there. are no great conftitutional infirmities from difeafe and 
ecay. , 


DIVINITY. 


Art. 25.  Reformor Ruin: take your Choice! in which the Condu& 
of the King, the Parliament, the Minifiry, the Oppofition, the Nobility 
aud Gentry, the Bifbops and Clerpy, Se. Ge. Sea is confidered; and 
the Reform pointed ont which alone can fave the Country. 8V0s 
42pp. 18. Hatchard, No, 173, Piccadilly. 1797, 


We have here an excellent friend, under the colours of the enemy. 
‘The enemy bawls out reform, that by fo fpecious a pretext he.may 
change, and ultimately deftroy, our whole conftitution. This writer 
exclaims reform alfo; bat he calls for a true reformation in heart and 
practice; fuch as they who have made it their watch-word wogid in 

neral be the very laft to undertake. We have heard this tract attri- 

uted to urany excellent and confiderable perfons; among) others to 
Mr. Wilberforce. . Without having any knowledge that it comes from 
him, we can faicly pronounce at, in refpects, worthy ofhim. itmay 
be confidered almoft as a fummary of his late very excellent.and ufeful 
book. ‘The principal topics of that work are here enforced s. bytefly, 
but with great vigour; and with all that energy of fiacerity which 
gave fo lively aneficét to the “ Practical View.”. The ftyle, howeveg, 
is very different. It is ftudioufly fimple and familiar; and a ina 
fingle paffage {p. 16.) where ‘ mole ruit fua” is quoted, is level to 
the comprehenfion of the moft unlearned, 

Asa {pecimen of the mode of admonition employed, we hhall cite 
the following paffage ; ws 

«© T now with to addrefs myfelf to all the inhabitants of this ifland, 
but chiefly to thofé of the lower clafs, as it is called. ‘To thofe who 
have neither rank or riches; but mult earn their daily bread _by.their 
daily ldbour. You, my fellow countrymen, whether you know it or 
not, have fouls to be faved; and muft live for ever, im another wane ; 
and be there rewarded or punifhed, as you have behayed well or all in 
this life. Even ‘here, if you behave ill, you will fuffer for it; if 
you behave well, God and good men will affift you, If you are idle, 
do you not want bread? If you are drunken, do not your wives and 
children fuffer? If you are-difhonett, rat not lofe your characters? 
If you are honct, and contented Nand nn ee 
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happy? By being » I dont mean that have every thin 
ou want; or that par ave no ficknefs or tnow. That 1 fuck 
inefs, as does not fall to the lot of any man in this world. What- 

ever you may think, the king upon his throne has mote cares and 
vexations than you have. y and many 2 night, when you are 
found afleep, he and his minifters are hard at work, for you, and me, 
and all of us. And the cafe is the fame with the great and learned. 
Some of them indeed, like fome of you, negleét their bufinefs, and 
wafte theit time in idienefs and vice. But others work as hard or 
harder than you; and-their work is of a worfe fort. Your's » ; 
your health, while their’s d:/froys their health and fhertens their lives. 
God has fo ordered it, that in this life, no man thall Be compleatly 
happy; but that moft men (let their fituation be what it will) may 
be tolerably happy, if it be not their own fault: and man may 
be compleatly bappy for ever in another world; and the fame means 
which will make him happy in another world, will commonly make 
him comfortable ia this.” 

‘The queftion of a reform in Parliament is briefly, but irrefragably 
treated. ‘* If every man in the kingdom had a vote for a member of 

liament, what would be the confequence? why each member would 

chofen by a mob. And whom would a mob choofe? why the 
man that made the lowdeft fpeeches, and largeft promifes; And who 
would this be? why he that having neither property nor character to 
lofe, was ready to fay any thing toget into the houfe, in hopes of 
being paid for breaking every promife he had mate.” This pamphlet 
has excited much attention, and, we think, not without reafon; 
though we do not in every point agree with the writer. 


Aart. 26, A Sermon, gout at Knarefborough, Of. 23, 1 on 

Occafion of a Form of Thank/gi ug Doe coed! > teow nt 

—— By the Rev, Samuc Clap 2 M, A 4to, 3° Pps IS. 
obdion, 


Mr. Clapham is known to the public, by fome former roduétions, 
asa writer of fermons. He has availed himfelf, in the difcourfe be- 
fore us, of an occafion of public — to convey fome very jut 
and feafonable refleftions upon the cruelties of mo y; 
fuggefted forme expedients for counteracting their However 
cheir practicability may be eftimated, their,merit will at leaft be admit- 
ted, as indicating a benevolent defign to relieve the poorer clafles of 
the community from the oppreffion of thofe, who would endeavour to 
make their fufferings the inftrument of their own aggrandizement. 


AR rt. 29. 4 Sermen preached in the Church 4 St. Fobn Baptift, Wake. 
Sield. By the Rev. Richard Munkhoufe, D. D. previous to the Intre- 
duRion of the Rew. Fames Merrick’s Verfion of Pfalm:, Ray Mufie, 
provided by the Rev. W.D. Tatterfall. 400. 29 pp, 1s. Rivington’s, 
&c.1 797¢ | 
It has happened more than once that we have had occafion to al- 

Jude to the nature and progrefs of Mr. Tatterfall’s very laudable un- 

dertaking in favour of Merrick’s excellent verfion of the pfalms: in 

the prefent cafe, we are happy to perceive that a very j “ fas 
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Warned divine has taken up the argument for him, and secommended 
it in very forcible terms. veneration in which the Pfalme 
of David, ey wine dictates of the prophetic oh nae lena maid held 
in all ages ritianity, points them out as the that can 
bly b Sy employed for the 
aults of the earlier yerfions rsh ay found ay a 
that can be fuggelted. ‘The. verfion of Merrick is known to. be at 
once faithful and the refult of found learning and. poetical 
genius. Dr.Munkhoufe has therefore done laudably in adopting, and 
recommending that verfion, and the more extenfively this 
hall be followed the better will it be for the credit of parochial 
ody, ‘This whole difcourfe is fenfible and well et lay but we thall 
particularly. fubmit to notice his chasaétes of Merrick’s verfion. 

“« The advantage whieh this verfion poffefies over every other, does 
not merely confift in the peculiar elegance of its ftyle, but alfo in the 
faccefsful manner in which the pro meanin 4 . pfalmitt is for 
the moft part afcertained. It is, ‘si I may fo fay) a livel 
mentary and expofition of abit Many y ot tok loate haity 
tranfitions by which we had hithesto fartled and perplexed, are 
rendered eafy and intelligible : moft of the obfcurities from the 
fudden bana of perfons and interlocutors removed; and t aries 
ia which they oceus, now fufficiently cosrett, and aflame an 


air of regular compofitzons,” p. 19, Thisisno move than is ftriftly 
juft and true. 


Art. 28. The connefion of nobis with Character Confidered ; mv 
a@ Vieur to the Minifters om AS Sermon. By the Rev. 
Stevenfan Macgill, Vins ig g Syo, pp. 54. 18. Gd. 
1790 
Ww ret exceeding that our notice of this excellent féemon 

thal a been fo wef rae It ie a ony | compofition, we 

ual esedit to the talents of. the writer, and the j 
sole who ts poblication- | Mr. Micill anaes with : 
the ques duties, habits charac- 
ad alien his premifes, with the fries, truth and, difcrimina- 
tion to the chamnteriek a auaginon mene, Among various 
yemarks which merit attention, the following is expreffed with great 
force and eee eligion 
i Chan tations Aedes “sp ype a 

r hocking. 
per pa reach 10 itis odds. fuch a man fhould be ever to 
treat a ‘eligious truth, or duty, but with levity; if he thould be ever 
tempted, in the gaiety of his humour, to apply its’ language to 
common » and to wht the Cau OE Sivids ta ee 
effect of his port; Sect and scining Sih bel of "ety, te 
treating it with {th difrefped and affociating it po 
he injures his own honour and repeal, diy 
pina, yours the of the ferious, and curenncs the 


outrages of profligate. | Su gotodt, at By So it 
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and faimetimes even in men of a ftill better chara¢ter, feduced by the 
lave of falfe praife and a temporary forgetfulnefs, is a fubject of regret 
and humility, and productive of the moft ruinous effects, But, O! if 
eyer a minifter of the pure Gofpel of Jefus Chrift, fhould proceed 
farther, and give direét countenance to irreligion and fin: If, inftead 
of maintaining by every wife and honourable. mean the interefts of his 
mafter, manifefting with the opennefs and generous {pirit of.a true fer- 
vant of the King of Heaven, his decided dppofition to impiety and 
vice in every fituation, and in whatever. circumftances, he fhould 
fhrink from the glorious caufe which he had vowed to fupport, and 
meanly facrifice at the low fhrine of vicious adulation; if he fhould 
proftrate himfelf before vice, join her impious orgies with his vdice, 
countenance her unhallawed rites with his prefence, ftrip himfelf of the 
honours of his facred charafer, and become 4n auxiliary in the work 
of darknefs, then does he fink into the ftate of the very meaneft of 
mankind, beeome an objeét to, be fpurned at by the moft worthlefs of 
the race of mortals.” 

The whole difcourfe is written in a ftyle of manly eloquence, and 


merits the utmoft attention from that religious order to which it is pe- 
culfarly addrefied. 
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Art. 29: 4 Sermon, preached at Monkwell-Street Meeting-Houft, Oc- 
tober 16, 1796, on Account of the. Death of Dr. Femie Fordyce, 
formerly Paftor of the Congregation waybipping in that Place, whe 
died at Bath, O&ober 1, aged 76. By James Lindfay. 8vo. 66pp. 
fs. 6d. Johnfon. 1797. 


This fermon contains a very honourable eulogium upon a diyjne, 
who appears to have been defervedly efteemed by his friends, and to 
whom the public owes fome obligations. Mr. Lindfay’s hoftility to 
eeclefiattical eftablifhments forms a leading feature in his: difcourfe ; 
but the candid diftinétions which he mekes, induce us to view it ra 
ther as'the avowal of a confcientious tenet, than the expreffion of an 
ill-hamoured intention. ‘Fo the ‘difcourfe are annexed, an extract 
from a letter of Mrs. Fordyee; containing amoft fatisfaétory account 
of the Dottor’s laft moments, and a paraplirafe of the Lord’s Prayer, 
expreffed in that ftyle which characterized his beft difcourfes. 


Art, 30. . An Effay on the Refurre&ion of Chri ; in which Prooft of 

: the Fad? are adduced, its Import is explained, and its ben ficial Influence 
illuftrated, By Sfames Dore. 8vo, 100 pp. 18. Gurney, and 
Button. 1797: 


The title-page of this eflay very well explains the contents, 
With refpe€t, to its merit as a compofition, the author does not 
feem to afpire to the praife of profound learning, or of novelty and 
ingenuity of remark and illuitration, But he deferves the praife 
twhich, we doubt not, he values more highly) of a found and able vin- 
dicator of that moft important fact, the Refurrection of Jefus Chrift ; 
and of a pious and vfefal commentator upon the doctrines and ufes to 
be derived from it. In the following fpecimen (except perhaps a feat 
pa 
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part of it, which is too defcriptive) there is juft and moving eloquence. 
** Nort to be affecied, greatly affected, is impoflible, when Providence 
takes from us the delight of oureye, and the joy of our heart, with a 
ftroke. On fuch forrowful oceafions, our * gricf becomes us, and our 
teurs are juit.’ Religion neither annihilates nor hardens the delicately 
tender feelings of Nature; but it gives to our virtwous fenfibility a 
keener edge. It requires us not entirely to refrain from forrow, but 
to moderate our grief. ‘To this purpofe, it not only {peaks with the 
commanding voice of fupreme authority, but it condefcends to aflign 
fuitable reaions, It affords good hope, and thus adminiflers ftrong 
confolation. 

** When, ftanding by the dying bed of a Chriftian, to whom we are 
clofely united by the ties of nature, or of friendfhip, we behold, for 
the lait ime, his mucl+loved countenance ; when we fee his face livid, 
his lips quiwer, bis eyes rolling in death, and his whole frame convulfed s 
when we hear his faltering voice, labouring to utter an affectionate 
farewell ; when we witnefs the final {ruggle, and perceive that the 
pulfe of life has ceafed to beat, that he breathes no more; when we 
fee him acold corpfe, ftretched onthe bed of death, or lying ina cof- 
fin, covered with a fhroud ; when we follow his frecions remains to 
the grave, and behold them committed to the duit, to worms, to car- 
ruption ; we fhall, we may, we mutt, be forrowful: but we fhould not 
indulge forrow ‘ as thefe who bave no hope ;’ for we have hope 
hope that the immortal {pirit is with the Lord, in the unfeen world— 
hope that the body will be delivered from the difhonours of the grave 
-—hope of a joyful meeting at the Jaft day. ‘This hope refts on the 
Refurrection of our Lord Jefus Chrift.” 


ART. 31. Socinianifm indefenfible on the Ground of its Moral Tendency, 
containing a Reply to two late Publications ;. the one by Dre Toulmin, 
entitled, The Practical Efficacy of the Unitarian Do@rine canfidered ; the 
other by Mr\Kentifo, entitled, The Moral Tendency of the genuine Chrif- 
tian Dodrine. by Andriw Fuller. 8vo. 122 Pfr 18. 6d, Gare 
diner. 1797+ 


Though the moral tendency of a religious fyftem may not be, in 
ftrictnefs of reafoning, fafficient to eftablith its divine original, it will, 
at leaft, decide the queftion of value and importance, between any two 
fyftems compared. Of the traéts which have excited this author’s 
animadverfions, the laft has been briefly noticed in a former part of 
our work; and the opinion which we there delivered, have been 
greatly ftrengthened by our perufal of this mafterly reply. Dr. 
Soulinin appears to as little advantage in the hands of Mr. Fuller; 
who, to the knowledge of a found theologian, unites the talents of an 
zeute and logical diiputant. The refutation which their arguments 
have here received, will, we think, convince every candid mind, that 
the doétrines of Unitarianifm are not ténable on the ground of their 
moral tendency, when compared with thofe of a more evangelical de- 
{cription. 

‘ 


Cee Ant, 
£RLT. CRIT. VOL, X. DEC. 1797. 
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Art. 32. A Sermon againft Self-Murther: preached at the Cathedral 
Church of Wells, on Sunday, September 17,1797. By George Beaver, 
B.D. Re&ar of Trent, in the County of Somerfet, and Weft Stafford 
cum Frome Billet, in the County of Dorfet. Large 4to. 26 pp. 
Seeley, Rivingtons, London. 


We have reviewed two or three of Mr, Beaver’s fingle fermons before, 
and given them our recommendation. The prefent calls upon us 
for our commendation again, ‘Ihere is too much learning in it, 
we think, even for a cathedral congregation. It is, however, fen- 
fihle and judicious, and has what fermons often want, animation and 
poin:ednefs, 


y . . B; 

Ant. 33. The Lord turning and looking upon Peter, a Sermon. Bb 

"Famer Harriman Hutton, B.A. Curate of Withecombe Rawleigh, 
Devon, vo. 27 pp. Trewman and Son, Exeter. 1797. 


There is wholefome inftru¢tion in this fermon, on Luke XXi1 61; 
but it is not delivered in a manner perfeétly acceptable to us. We o 
not objeét toa confiderable degree of eloquence in the pulpit, provide 
it be the vehicle of as much ufeful matter. But when the found is 
ereater than the fenfe, when the rhetoric is mifplaced, or goes beyond 
the fubjeét, we are difappointed, and fomewhat grieved. We difap- 
prove, therefore, of fuch paflages as the following: “ Mercy,—dimly 
feen on earth, and expanding wider and wider in the fkies, heavenly 
meflengers aflume its light, and angels catch the brightnefs. ; (p. 8) 
** Keep thy heart with all diligence; reftrain its pt meat ; 
foffer it not to wander into excefs 4 reduce it to the fober march ot 
Reafon and of Ged.” (p.17) ‘ Whether it be in the receffes of the 
nountain, or on the expanfive bofom of the deep ; whether-it be in the 
lowly cottage, or unJer the magnificenceof the fretted roof, pia 25) 
Weare at a lois to perceive the piety or ingenuity of the fuppo — 
atp. 23; “ That Adam would neither have heard nor feen, w ny “ee 
that is, would neither have been able to afcertain the nature of sn . 
nor to apply the fenfe of fi ht to the relative diftances of objets, 
without a communication from the Creator, equivalent to what we 
call experience.” We would not {peak irreverently ; but ad -_— * 
the fuppofition feems to be this—that Adam would neither have heard, 
nor feen, if the Creator had not enabled him to do fo. 


ART. 34- An entirely mew and re vifed Edition of cone Hinge 
of the Holy Bible, in which all the difieult Paffages of the Holy Scrip- 
ures are revifed and explained; with / counts of the N atural Produc 
tions, Animals, Vegetables, Minerals, Se. dntiquities, Buildings 
Habits, Cujtoms of ihe Fewws and other Eaftern Nations ; awvith a con- 
tinued Appendix, elucidating Scriptural l ncidents, Hiftories and al 
fions by fimilar Incidents, Se. je beck d from the moft authentic wager 

‘and Travels, with Remarks and Liuprations, forming ee sig 
enter! aang Litrary of Literary Kuowledge. 400. lay sOFr, Ol- 
born, 1797- 
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publication, for reprinting it in a form more convenient to general 
purchafers, and more ufeful in itfelf. The additional Iluftrations to 
this edition appear to be ingenious and important ; but we fhall referve 


entering upon its more particular merits ull the whole fhall be com- 
pleted. 


POLITICS. 


Arr. 35. Vindicia Regia ; or a Defence of the Kingly Office, in Towo 
Letters to Earl Stanhope. 8V0. 79 pp. 28. Wright, 169, Pic= 
cadilly. 1797. 

Lord Stanhope is underftood to have infinuated in one of his 
fpeeches *, that the kingly office is forbidden by the feriptures. This 
fuggettion has given rife to the prefent pamphlet, than which a more 
fpirited, well-written, argumentative and able performance has hardly 
ever diftinguifhed the Englith prefs. The author declares himfelf a 
clergyman; he examines the paffage from which the nodle fophitt 
deduced his opinion ; he fhakes his argument to pieces, with the hand 
of a matter, and fully expofes irs futility. Poilefled of a moft pure 
and vigorous ftyle, which would not have difgraced even Junius, the 
author has occafionally., ufed his favourite figure of farcafm, with 
great effect ; as may be feen in p. 19, where he explains a verfe in 
Exodus to mean ‘* taking your daughters to be apothecaries.” —But 
here he ftops himfelf in a dignified manner, faying, «* I: check the 
indulgence of this &rain ; for (whatever may be the temptation to it) 
I have no intention to treat your lordihip with levity ;” and, in truth, 
he does not treat him with levity, but with a vigour of reprehenfion 
which we cannot but think well deferved. The energy of this writer’s 
pen will be feen in a moment, by his able, though rapid, tketch of 
the hiftory of republics, which is as jult as it is ftrong. 

«© If you are difpofed to dwell on the caufe of republics, 1 anfwer 
that their convenience to the welfare of man does not fo fully appear 
from hiftory. Comparatively {peaking, it is but an infignificant por- 
tion of the world which has ever obeyed that form of government ; 
nor do the internal tumulis necetfarily refulting from thofe inftitutions, 
allow them in general to be either happy or long lived. ‘They have 
been for the moit part capricious and ill-fated experiments upon the 
original government. ‘Lhey havegrown out of monarchy, and, after in- 
infulcing their parent for a while, have funk into monarchy again. ‘There 
has been of late muchtriumphant and ignorant quotation of the example 
of Rome—but what is the genuine conclufion to be drawn from its hif- 
tory? Affuredly nota republican one. It we fuppofeatotal period of 1 z00 
years from the building of the city to the extin¢tion of the weftern 
empire, what portion of it will be occupied by the republic ?—about 
one third ; and even during that fhort time, the courfe of the demo- 
cracy was fufpended by occafional dittatorfhips, which every extraor- 
dinary preflure of affairs rendered neceflary. What again of Greece, 
which has afforded its fhare of exultation to ‘the modern innovators? 
its republics rofe like that of Rome. ** Kings” were alfo their 
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( 
€ nurfing fathers.” It is true, they did not, as Rome did, fall back 
into the bofom of their ancient parent. They fuffered for it. Per- y, 
fifting in the indulgence of their new and wayward fyftem, they funk 
under the evils which it natutally engendered ; they were firlt torn in Vi 
pieces by internal diffenfions, and trom a dometftic weaknefs ignomi- of 
nioufly pafled to a foreign fubjection.”  P. 32. log 

Had we been aware tn time of the very extraordinary merit of this me: 
rformance, we fhould have given it a place among our principal ar- {po 
ticles; as it is, we think it better to infert it here than to defer it for inf 
another month. But we mutt, contrary to. our ufual cuftom, take left 
another extract from it. It relates to the grofs ignorance of the Bible ; 
which is common to moft of chofe who attack it: and contains a ftate- cul 
ment not lefs important than true. der 
‘* | find others who projefs your way of thinking, remarkably ig- anal 
norant of the Bible, concerning which, however, they will venture the 
the flrongeft aflertions. Your convert, and my parifhioner, is of this aut 
clafs. He knows, and is determined to know, nothing more of it fin 
than what you have taught him. All the reft is but blotted paper. for 
. 1 pray God to pardon his error, or to fubdue his obftinacy ! tee 
** J will take this opportunity of faying, that on no other fubje& part 
do 1 obferve fo much arrogance-joined with fmuach ignorance. In “ 
the feveral departinents of knowledge, the well-inftructed generally affa 
take upon them the tafk of information ; or if an incompetent perfon ' to | 
will now and then ftep forward, he aflumes what appearance he can wit! 
of intelligence, and his very iniufficiency is made to. pay homage to efpe 
true feience. ‘The modeit not unfrequently keep filence, when it our 
might be of fignal advantage if they would rifk themfelves a little: ' Par 
but the totally uninformed, plane indsi, are fure to refrain. What | adec 
of the fcience of the {criptures? Here all is changed. It is the boaft < 6 
of its enemies, not to know the Bible, and to pronounee it not worth dor 
their knowing ; to vilify what they have never examined, what they refi 
rofefs they never will examine; or (the worit cafe of all), to turn out 
batty to it for a pernicious purpofe, and to ftrengthén the general y 
difbelief of the ignorant and the profligate, by the perfidious appear- cor 
ance of a legitimate inquiry. ‘The ignorant leader of this unphilo- Rate 
fophical multitude boaits that he poflefled no Bible ef his own. How pect 
did he contrive to write againft it? He onee borrowed a Bible in eng 
order to look into it, and retuteit!!! In the name of learning, what Suen 
other branch of ftudy is thas conducted ? Did Bentley once borrow a of 4 
Phalaris to prove it fpurious? did Polignac once borrow a Lucretius, to clin 
correét his doctrine of God and Nature ? and you too, my lord, how- pric 
ever unveried in the Scriptures at large, can take into. your hands the ding 
facred volume to antwer a purpofe, and to make converts.” P, 42. "1 
This tract confiits of two letters, in no one part of. which. is the thro 
) vigour of the writer relaxed, or his flyle ac all unequal. Who he ts who 
we know not, but we admire and honour him. To our apprehenfion, the ; 
he dafhes to pieces every {upport of his antagonift, and leaves nothing ans 
for him but cutire defeat. the 
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Arr. 36. Sketch of Financial and Commercial Affairs in the Autumn 

of 1797. In which, among other Things, the Mode of conduéting the 
Loyalty Loan is fully confidered; and Means of Redrefs to the Sub- 
feribers to that Loan fuggefied, awirhout Prejudice to the State. 8v0, 
ros pp. 1s. 6d. Wright, 169, Piccadilly. 1797. 


We believe it has for fome time ceafed to be a fecret, that the author 
of this fenfible pamphlet is a man whofe extenfive knowledge and 
Jong experience, if financial and commercial affairs, entitle his fenti- 
ments on thofe fubjects to particular attention; and whofe corre- 
{pondence with all parts of Europe have furnifhed him with much 
information peculiar to himfelf. We forbear, however, to name him, 
left we fhould inadvertently counteract the wifhes of the author. 

The firft project here propofed is that of a War fund, many patti- 
culars of which appear to be at once well imagined and well confi- 
dered. Vo go into the detail of thefe matters is more than we thall 
undertake, thinking it more advifeable to recommend the tract to 
the perufal of our readers, that they may confider the opinions of the 
author in hisown words. ‘Vo us the idea of an auxiliary bankin 
fund for the exprefs purpofes of the svar, appears a good one, thou R 
fome difficulties may perhaps attend its eftablifhment, It is expidllly 
founded on the project of the war fund of lait year. The objects 
particularly propofed are thus introduced : 

«* Let us then, wjthout troubling ourfelves further with Continental 
affairs, than in the way of ftill extending our commerce, endeavour 
to promote a friendly intercourfe with all the flates on the Continent, 
with which we remain at peace, and be aiding and affifting to them, 
efpecially to our great ally the Emperor of Germany, in the loan of 
our paper credit (money we have not to {fpare), to fuch extent as 
Parliament may prefcribe, and on fuch fecurity as may be thought 
adequate, 

~ «© ‘To be able to do this, while we at the fame time provide for 
our Own expences, any to enable the northern powers to co-operate in 
refifting the alreadyWidely extended power of France, by holding 
out to them future commercial advaatage, it is propofed,”&c. P, 19, 

At p. 28, the author takes up the difcuffion of the effects of paper 
currency, which he concludes to be highly beneficial to a commercial 
ftate. Some of the obfervations on this fubject are, as might be ex- 
pected, of great importance and novelty; and the author is led to the 
enguiry, by propofing a new kind of paper conneéted with his war 
fund. He conelddes by expreiding a haps, that the firft year’s produce 
of fuch a fund ** would perhaps more than the din of war itfelf in- 
cline the enemy to peace; and at any rate would tend to raife’ the 
prices of our public funds, as much at leaft as frefh loans in the o1- 
dinary way would, in the prefent circumitances, further deprefs them.” 

‘Thefe are important objeéts. The chief details of the plan are 
thrown into the Appendix, p. 89, &c. and we cannot but think the 
whole of great importance to be maturely weighed and confidered in 
the prefeut ftate of public affairs. ‘This country muft undoubtedly 
have vaft refuurces in ftore, if we can but be fortunate enough to find 
the way of commanding them, without diilreffing individuals. : 
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ART. 37. The Political Salvation of Great Britain by Means entirely 
new ; rendered neceffary by the Urgency of Circumfances ; concluding 
with a Remedy for the depreciated State of the Funds, highly interefting 
to Stockholders. 87 pp. 2s. 6d. - Wright, Piccadilly. 1797. — 


Here are fome tolerable obfervations on correfponding and debating 
focicties, and the crime of fedition ; difgraced by the remainder of 
the tract, comprifing about feven-eighths of the whole: which is of 
that kind of matter, which ordinarily follows a Gafcon title-page; and 
fo differing in fpirit from the former, as to feem written by a perfon of 
different principles, 


Art. 38. Read o be Ruined, Se. ce. 73 pp. 28 Jordan 
1797> 

We have not thought proper to tranfcribe the whole of this title. 
page, which is a verbofe table of contents to a feditious work, by a 
man of very inferior ability. 

This tra€t contains much on our finances; as a fpecimen of his 
mode of treating fubjects of this nature, a part of his plan for the re~ 
duGion of the national debt is here explained ; anda part only. For 
every 51. perpetual intereft, a capital of rool. is to be given the cre- 
ditor, inftead of the ‘prefent ttocks. For 5 part of this, 33). 6s. 8d, 
he his to receive no intereft for feventeen years : and for the remain- 
ing 3, or 661. 13s. 4d. an inrerett’of 41. per cent. only ; or 2]. 133, 
44. Thus his income will be reduced feven fifteenths ; and the fimple 
amount of the part thus forborne, during feventeen years, is at the 
end of the term, to be funded. But this is not all; for the author 
afterwards plainly intimates to the public creditors, that further claims 
might be probably made upon them equally preffing and equally ne- 
cetlary. If we had judged it requifite to have detailed the whole of 
this propofition, we fhould have found the arithmetic equal the mo- 
rality of it. 


Art. 39. Mr. Grattan’s Addrefi to his Conflitdents, the Citizens of 
Dublin, on bis Determination to retire fromthe Parliament of Ireland. 


Svo. 32 pp. 6d. Jordan. 1797. 


An eloquent, fubtile, and moft inflammatory declamation, on the 
two queftions concerning the catholics, and concerning fuch a reform 
of the houfe of commons, as would make every man his own legiflator. 
it is no wonder, that feditious, treafonable, and murderous practices 
fhould break forth in fome parts of Ireland, when invectives like the 
following are fcattered, like firebrands, among them: ‘* Our mini- 
fiers have defpifed the ordinary track—the plain, obvious, legitimate, 
And vulgar bonds between the King and the fubject ; they have reforted 
to the GUINEA and the GALLows, as tothe only true and faithful 
friends of government, and try to hang where they can’t corrupt.” 
D. 29. 
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ArT. 40. Regulations of Parochial Police, combined with the Military 
and Naval Armaments, to produce the Energy and Security f the whole 
Nation, roufed from its general Torpor by bg Profpe&s of the Diforder, 
Pillage, Crimes, and all the Defolation and Horror, which, without fuch 
Regulations, may be the py ats of the determined and repeated 
Efforts of France to invade Great Britain and Ireland. Submitted to 
the ferious and immediate Confideration of the Legiflatures, the Govern- 
ments and the People. 8yo. 42 pp. 18. Owen. 1797. 


We fhould tremble to fee the public fafety committed to the guar- 
ng | of this writer. ‘The principal part of his plan for preverting 
internal infurrection is, that in all large towns (London efpecially) 
difiri@s fhould be formed, each comprifing not more than 100 inhabit- 
ants, who fhould elect two houfeholders, to be their reprv/entatives in 
the parochial committee, and their captains and liew/enants in the duties 
of the police. Very large pari/bes are to be divided into /ecions, hav- 
ing committees deputed from the committees of the feétions, Afcend- 
ing from wards to deputies, and thence to councils of wards, we come 
at laft to the fummit of the plan, —** @ central council of the whole ca- 
pital.” P, 41, 

The idiom of this tra& is, in many inftances, French ; and much of 
the advice contained in it (efpecially at p. 42, compared with p. 21.) 
is fuch, as Frenchmen in general would with us to adopt ag this critical 
juncture, 


MISCELLANIES, 


Art. 41. 4 ColleBion of ‘Welfh Tours, or a Difplay of the Beauties of 
Wales, fele&ted principally from celebrated Hiftories and popular Tours ; 
with occafional Remarks, Embellifhed with fine Engravings. 8vo. 
gs. Sael. 1799. 

The title page of this volume promifes fomewhat too much; but it 
is neverthelefs very neat and convenient, and will be found an accepta- 
ble companion to thofe who, from curiofity or other motives, may be 
induced to vifit Wales, and the northern parts of itin particular. 


Art. 42. Book-keeping Reformed; or the Method by Double Entry, fo 
Simplified, Elucidated, and Improved,as to render the Pradtice Bafy and 
Accurate. By F. H. Wicks. 4t0. 159 pp. 8s, Printed by C. 
Boult, Egham. London, fold by Longman, and by all Bookiellers 
in Great Britain. 1797. 


Mr, Wicks, although an advocate for the Italian fyftem of book- 
keeping, defends it again{ft the intemperate cenfures of Mr, Jones, 
without afperity ; and writes in the proper ftyle of the fubje@t. But 
with all bisprecurfors, he in fact arraigas what he endeavours to defend 
as perfect ; by propofing what fie éfteems confiderable improvements 
to the fyftem, as now prattifed, Thofe who are not tkilled in Re 
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will remark, by the hoft of opponents to the new plan of Mr. J. that 
it attrats much notice, and confequently that there is at leaft- much 
ingenuity in it: and if thofe writers examine one anothers works 25 
they appear ; every new contender who comes upon the ftage, is a tacic 
evidence, that none who preceded him has obtaiued a viGtory. 

After all, the defe&t of the old fyftem does nor confift in the forma- 
tion of the Jedger, but in the plan of the trial balance to verify ir. 
The mode of cafting up the debtors and creditors fide of that book, is 
far from being that which is the moft fenfitive. Mr. Jones’s Hedger, 
as far as it goes, is a part, and a very great part, of the Italian Ledger 
without variation: and for this he has formed a very “acute trial 
balance, by the means of the wafte book. Mr. Wicks feems to have 
adopted a difguifed imitation of this invention, in the two marginal 
columns which he has added to the Italian Journal: but he does not 
appear to us to have made the beft ufe of it. He divides all accounts 
into two claffes, perfonal and imperfonal ; and direéts all perfonal 
charges, debts and credits, to be carried into two marginal columns in 
that book, under the titles of fums payable and receivable; the con- 
tinued totals of which, for a given time, ought to be equal to the debts 
and credits of the perfonal accounts in the ledger, for the fame period : 
but the accounts of cafh and bills fhould have been placed in that 
column likewife: and this we think; with Mr, Jones, would better be 
performed in the wafte book: then the remaining imperfonal debt and 
credits, might be carried out into two fimilar columns, in the margin 
of the journal; if fuch a book be not rather a Hurtful appendage to 
the Italian fyftem: the place of which would be perhaps better fup- 
plied, by fimple alteration of the conftru€tion of wafte book ; and the 
chances of error in pofting, diminifhed by one half. But by this 
arrangement of the journal, on the fuppofition that it is continued, 
two trial balances will, be obtained ; one of cath, bills, and perfonal 
debts ; in which the ledger muft correfpond with the addititious co- 
Jumns of the day-book: the fecond, by whichthe fums of the propofed 
columns in the journal, would verify the amount of both fides of the 
fecond clafs of accounts with artificial debtors, contained in the ledger. 
‘Thus that important book would have a feparate teft, to each of its 
four conftituent parts ; namely, the debts and credits of perfonal ac- 
counts conjointly with thofe of cafh and bills; and like thofe un- 
der the titles of feveral commodities and other fictitious entries: it 
would be known which of thefe divifions contained an error, and the 
labour of deteéting it would be greatly ciminifhed. As the art of 
book-keeping is of fuch Wtility, and excites fo particnlar an attention 
at this junéture, we lay this idea before thofe who are now fo much 
engaged in thefe difquifitions. 

Ar. Wicks’s mode of writing is clear ; his forms of bills and aux- 
jliary accounts may be of much ufe to learners, In endeavouring to 
facilitate the operation of journalizing, the ‘* minutenefs,” and mul- 
tiplicity of his particular rules have perplexed it; under that title he 
has given 136 articles, 
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Art 43. dA New Treatife on Tillage Land, with Objerwaticxs, Re- 
marks, and Experiments, ta difclofe and abolifh the prefent prevailing 
Errors in Agric ulture, Likewife isadded, a Mithad, or new Invention, 
dawn from ‘Nalure, ta prejerve Orchards, ava other Fruit Trees, Jrom 
the fatal Ef is of Blights. 8vo. wry pp. 78.6d. Woolther, 
Exeter, 1790. 


When we faw a charge of 7s. 6d. for t 4. fmall pages, we could 
not but expect the difclofure of fome very important and valuable 
fecrets. But the information contained in this precious book (which 
feis the idiom of our language, and all the rules of our grammar, at 
defiance) may be comprifed within two Iines: it tells us, that lime 
isa great deftroyer, and fimall dufty coal a. grand promoter, of vege- 
tation, The former point is proved thus, p. 23: * I /ae fome grains 
of wheat in a large veffel full of flack lime, one inch and half deep, 
placed it in the middle of a garden, keeping it properly watered. 
‘The iffue was, never one blade-came above ground.” P. 30: ** Again 
catt a fmall portion of lime* into a. privy houfe vault,, and ob- 
ferve the effects; it will confume and deltroy the whole body of 
matter, caufing it to pafs off ia the open air; if this is not convic- 
tion, ‘tis a deitroyer of animal fubftanee as well as vegetable.” Then 
a little further, P. 32: ** I fay, fo it will deftroy man’s body likewife. 
Let a man fwallow down one ounce of pounded lime, although feven 
ears old, letting it remain in his body, be would furely die for it.” 
Ne cannot forbear to give an amufing f{pecimen of the author’s 
attainments in natural philofophy. P. 8g: ** In the next place, will 
endeavour to fhow why the vegetable world takes the bodily colour 
of green, which arifeth in great part ‘out of the fecond progreffive 
ftep, which compofeth the earthy fubftantive parts, and is fublimely 
united with water on the one part, to ferve as blood does in a man; 
the other is internal air, with ribby, porous organs, to ftrengthen, 
uphold, and profper life. The unifon of things being thus gathered 
together by nature, aud furnifhed with a divine commiffion to act, it 
forms from thence, or otherwife out of it, the body and fathion of 
various vegetables, according to the Maker's order, always following 
its own decreed f{pecie; afterwards enters the light, which is the 
finiher of the work, and ‘flrikes all through the thin airy body, 
caufing it to take upon itfelf the colour of green.” 

The author ** Aopes, one day or other, to prove that an acre of 
Jand will produce an hundred buthels of, wheat; alfo, to bringing a 
{pecies of «ur own country wheat to Rarveft fall three weeks earlier 
han at prefent.” p. 41. Thefe would doubilefs be great atchiev- 
ments; but dow fuch hopes are to be fulfilled, itis not at all snti- 
mated. The cure for blights im orchards, is a mixture of Stockholm 
tar, fine flour, allum, falt, whice rofin, wood-fire-foot, and fealded 
milk, 

The author’s quarto volume of experiments (p. iv.) at the rate 
of this book, will coft, when publithed, about tex guineas. Farmers ! 
who will be without it? 
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FOREIGN CATALOGUE. 


GERMANY. 


Art. 44. Volckflieder web? untermifehten andern Sticken. Popaler 
«Songs, together with other Pieces. By ¥r.H. Bothe. leriin. 452 pp. 

Svo. 

‘Though we cannot, on the whole, approve of this fele¢tion, it muft, 
however, be allowed that many of the original pieces have confider- 
able merit, That Mr, B. is, likewife, not il!-qualified to clothe them 
in a German drefs, will appear from a comparifon of one of them with 
its tranflation, 


“© Ab! difa me, Yaudonnc®, 
dé man, qué vous nave ? 
Lé man, gud y-en 2’ ai? 
Difont gue z'aila faura: 
Lé mau, que y-en n'ai, 
N’en garirai jamouai. 
“© Ab! difa me, Yaudonne, 
Lé man que vous n’ave ? 
Lé mau, que _y-en # ai? 
Qu'on n’é pa < tela, | 
Ni a l’efloma, 


Lé devine vous pa? 


“ Ab! difa mé, Yandonna, 

Lé man, que vou 2 avé? 
Lé man, que y-en n'ai? 

Qu’ on n'¢ Var ala gamba, 
Ni don long dé bras, 

Lé deviné von pa? 


“© Ab! difa me, Yaudonne, 
Lé man, qué vou n’avé ? 

Lé mau, qué y-en n'ai? 
Qué mé donna la flaura 

Quand lé cor m’y ba; 
Lé deviné vou pa?” 


In the German tranflation : 


«* O fag mir doch, Yoduno, 

O fag mir was dir fehlt? 

Dir fagen was mich qualt ? 
Ach ’s fehit mir nicht hier oben, 
Muafs alle Glieaer loben, 

Erritht du was mir febit ? 





* Claudine. 
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** O fag mit doch, Yoduno, 
O fag mir was dir fehlt? 
Dir {agen wasmich quilt? 
Mir (mich) fchmerzen nicht die Hinde, 
Mir fchmerzt nicht Fufs noch Lende, 
Errathft du, was mir fehle? 


‘© O fag mir doch, Yodiinchen, 
O fag mir was dir fehle? 
Dir fagen was mich quilt? 
Seit ich hab folche Schmerzen, 
Da pocht es mir im Herzen, 
Errathft du was mir feble ?” Jena ALZ, 


Art. 45. Bibliotheca Auguftana camplefens notitiat varias de vita et 

| feriptis Ernuditorum quos Augufta Vindelica orbi literato vel dedit vel aluit. 
Congefit Francifcus Antonius Veith, Auguffanus. Alphabetum VII. 
258 pp. without the Preface. Alphabetum VIII. 214 pp. Al- 
phabetum IX. 219 pp. Alphabetum X. 224 pp. pierre XI. 
233 pp. Alphabetum XII. & ultimum’, Cum indice generali; 
222 pp. in large 8vo. Augfpurg. 1796. 


With the beginning of the /ewenth Alphabet of this work, com- 
mences the hiftory of the family of the Fuggers, to two of whom, 
Raymund and Anthony, the public is indebted tor Appian’s well-known 
i a oe and Ehinger’s Itinerary. ‘Then follow the lives of two ce- 
Jebrated literary charafters, Hieronymus Wolff, and William Xylander 
( Holzmann ), the former originally written by himfelf, firft publifhed by 
Brucker, and now, mutatis mutandis, reprinted by Mr. V. ‘The annexed 
lift of different publications appears to be, on the whole, fufficiently 
accurate, though there are omitted in it fourteen letters of Camera- 
rius to Wolff, which are to be found inCamerarii Epp. familiar, Lib. V1. 
Francof. 1583. In'‘the Eighth Alphabet, we have a circumttantial 
account of the life of Facob Brucker, together with a catalogue of his 
numerous works, as alfo a fhort biography of E/. Ehinger, which is 
followed by what is here entitled : Jatrologia Auguflana Sacculi XV. 
et XVI., in which we meet with fome re{pectable names, fuch as 
Leonhardus Rauwolff, the famous traveller, and George Heinifch, an ex- 
cellent philologift, and an induftrious writer. Ninth Alphabet: in this, 
Matthias Beck, an eminent orientalift, who had dittinguifhed himfelf 
by the publication of the Chaldee Paraphrafe of the Books of Chro- 
nicles, takes the lead; after which, we are again prefented with the 
Yatralogia Auguftana Seculi XVII, et XV 11Il,, where the moft re- 
markable charatters are Lucas Schrock, father and fon; Georgius Hiero- 
nymus Welfch, a very voluminous writer, to whom there are here af. 
cribed, 16 opera edita, 64 inedita, and 100 meditata, and partly incepta; 
and the well-known Profelyte, Antonius Margaritha, the author of a 
work which has often been reprinted under the tirle of Der ganiz 
Fiidifch Glaub (the whole of the ‘Fewifh Faith), Vhe ten bh Alohabct cons 
filts chiefly of the names of ‘Fe/uits, among whom, are Ahyfus Merz, 
whofe polenitoal fermons alone form 20 volumes; an! /oby George 
Herwart. Eleventh Alphaber: in which, the principal nain . 
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thofe of Yobu Bufenreit, Profefor of Law at Altdorf®; John Furfter, 
Profeflor of Divinity at Wittemberg ; Valentine Rotmar, author ot the 
Annals of Ingoldfadt, whith bave beef? fince republithed by Mederer ; 
and Yobn George Styrzel, the account of whofe life was compofed by 
A. 8. Gefner. In the twelfth Alphabet, the moft diftinguifhed perfons 
are Antony Keifer and Theophilus Spitzelias. ~The whole concludes with 
additions to the twelve Alphabets, and an index to the Jaft fix volumes. 
Among the additions, the extracts from the letters of Vitus Bild, an 
account of whofe life was.given in the firft Alphabet, are particularly 
interefting. lbid. 


Art. 46. Erlaiiterungen zum Neuen Teflament fiir geiibte und gebildete 
Lefer, von Joh. Jakob Stolz, Prediger an der Martinfhirche in Bremen. 
Brfies. Heft. Mattheus, Lluftrations of the New Tefament, for 
thofe Readers who have already duly attended to th-fe SubjeGs, by J. J. 
Stolz, &c. Fix Part. Matthew. Alfo under the following 
title : 


Art. 47. J. J. Stolz 4umerkungen =u feiner Ueberfetzung der sadinmt- 
lichen Schriften des Neuen TeRlaments. Objervations, by |. J. Stolz, on 
his Tranflation of the Writings of the New Teflament. Wannover and 
Zirich; VI. and 281 pp. ia 8vo. 


This work, intended by Mr. St. for perfons of education, though 
not for profefledly theological fcholars, may, however, in our opinion, 
very well anfwer the purpofe of both. ‘The author avails himfelf, 
With judgment and impartiality, of the labours of fome of the mott 
diftinguifhed expofitors of the New Teftament ; fugeetting likewife, on 
many obfcure pallages, his own hints ; which, in general, appear to be 
equally original and juft. Thus, for inftance, in Matt. ix. 32, by the 
Lord of the vineyard, he conceives, that our Saviour himfelf is to be 
underitood. Where he is not fatisfied with the ufual modes of account- 
ing for events in the Gofpel-Hittory, he is liberal enough not to ob- 
trude upon others any new explanations of his own, of the truth of 
which he is not himfelf convinced ; as, for example, in regard to 
the hiftory of the transfiguration of our Saviour on the mount. 
Indeed, to fuch interpretations of difficult paflages, as that of 
Matth. xiv., where a perfon from whom one fhould leaft have ex- 
pected ir, has made the pretended difcovery, that Jefus only walked 
by, and not ow (é:) the fea; he ttrongly obje&s, and anfwers it merely 
by afking the queftion, whether it was probable that the Evangelifts, 
by whom this event is recorded, would have though: it neceflary to 
inform us, that Jefus, like ourfelves, walked on this occafion on dry 
ground only ? Lbid, 


Arr. 48. D. Gottlob Chriftiani Storr, cpufeula academica ad inter- 
pretationem librorum facrorum pertinentiae Vol. I. 367 ppe 8vO- 
Tubingen, 1796. 

In the firf of thefe effays, de fenfu biftorica, the author is chiefly em- 
ployed in combating Sem/er, whe fancied that he had difcovered 
throughout the N, T » reprefentations of things which are not —_— 
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Jocal and temporary, but likewife not unfrequently even erroneous and 
inapplicable to future times. The /econd Diflerration treats de parabelis 
Chrifti, and is intended to fhow, that, in the explanation of thofe of 
our Saviour, we are not to attend equally to every circumftance. In 
the third Effay, we have an explanation of the word wrpayx, and of 
al! the paflages in the N. ‘T.in which 1t appears; as the fubject of the 
fourth is, likewile, de varie fenfau vocis Sinaws, et cognatarum in N. 7. 
The title of the fifth is de wotione regni coeleflis in N. T.; and the laf 
article, a Commentary on the Epiftle of St. Paul to the Philippians, toge- 
ther with a Latin tranflation of that Epiftle. bid. 


Art. 49. Exegetifches Handbuch des Nenen Tehaments.—Exegetical 
Manual ia the New Teflament. Part V, 204 pp. Part V1. 172 pp. 
Part VII. 168 pp. Part Vill,‘124 pp. in 1. 8vo. Leipzig, 
1796, 

To the merit of this work we have already borne teftimony in a 
former number of the Britifh Critic. See nt em which we now 
announce to our readers, contaia the author’s Commentary on the 
Aéts of the Apoftles, the Epiftle to the Romans, and the Firft and 
Second Epiftle to the Corinthians, now publifhed for the firft time, as 
of that on the Gofpels there has appeared, likewife, a fecond edition, 
In his inveftigation of the Hebraiims, and in his elucidation of the 
language of the N, T. from the works of the Fathers, and of profane 
writers the fame extenfive erudition, and the fame ingenuity, are 
fhown, which charatterifed the preceding parts; and if we have any 
objection to make to thefe which are now before us, it is that, from a 
with to produce fomething new, his explanations of paflages in the 
Epiftles, more particularly, are fometimes arbitrary, unnatural, and, 
therefore, moft probably, wrong. We hope, however, that the future 
editions of this otherwife really valuable work, will be as much im- 
proved by him, as that of the fir? four parts, to which we have juft 
alluded, undoubtedly is, Jena ALZ, 


Art. 50. Exegetifehes Handbuch des Alten Teflaments filr Prediger, 
Schudl brer, wud gebildete Lefer. Exrftes Stick enthaltend den Jolva.— 
Exegetical Manual to the Old Teflament, for Preachers, Schoolmafters, 
and fuch other Readers, as are advanced in thefe Studies, Part I. 
containing the Book of Jofua. Leipzig, 1797; 136 pp. in 1. 8vo. 


This Commentary, likewife by an anonymous author, is formed on 
the plan of the Manual for the New Tefament, and may certainly be-con- 
fidered as a proper companion to the Scholia of Rofeumilier on the Old 
Teftament. The compiler has not only brought together, in a concife 
manner, but with fufficient perfpicuity and arrangement, the principal 
obfervations of preceding critics on the Book of F/Sua, but he has 
likewife frequently added to them his own often very ingenious, and 
well-grounded opinions, drawn from an intimate acquaintance with 
the original language, “ with the ancient verfions. A particular at- 
tention has alfo been paid by him to the geography of this aes? j 
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ART. 516 Moveaiov ra xaY “Hpw xas Asavdpo—Moyfaei carmen de 


Hero et Leandro, noviter emendavit et notas adjecit Ludovicus Henri- 
cus ‘Teucherus. Leipzig, 8vo. 


The prefent, fecond, edition of Mufeat, by Mr: Teucher, may be 
confidered as an anfwer to the fiti€tures of Mr. Heinrich, in feveral 
paffages of his commentary, on his predeceffor's attempts at conjetural 
emendation. Inftead of piviv awéems, v. 125, which had before been 
interchanged with doauwe, he now receives frrddeid into the text ; as, 
in v. 146, he likewife does Spy amvca, which had been propofed by 
Lennep, in the room of his own former reading tpyia usa ; in other 
parts of the poem, feveral of the alcerations fuggefted by other philolo- 
gifts, have likewife been admitted into the text. To the text of 
Mufeus are fubjoined, 1n five pdges only, Emendationes locorum aliquot 
Graecorum au&orum propofite. Thefe Greek authors are Orpheus, Anti- 
gonus Caryflius, T heocritus, Bion and Mofchus, Antoninus Liberalis, Apollo- 
nius Dyfcolus, and Quintus Smyrnaus. Lbid. 


Art. 52. Theocriti Epithalamium Helenz. Ex recenfione Valcke- 
naril ; animadverfiaibus illuftravit et difputationem de carminibus vete- 
vum nuptialibus premifit Car, Guil. Sicbdrat, Candidatus Minifterii. 
Leipzig, 1796; XII. and 152 pp. in lL. 8vo. 


What we find moft ftriking in this edition is the uncommon number 
of typographical errors, which fhould have been particularly avoided 
in a probationary attempt of this kind. ‘The Differtation prefixed 
comprizes whatever has been obferved by other writers on the Hymenei, 
the appdaresov utros, the Talaffo of the Romans, the Epithalamia, and 
carmina fefcennina of the ancients, including much ufeful information, 
though not arranged in the moft advantageous manner. Mr. S, refers 
to Potter, Rambach, Nieuport, Dacier, Nit/ch, &c. a8 the fources to which 
he has had recourfe in this compilation. This 1s fucceeded by the 
Greek poem itfelf, printed with but little regard to accuracy, from 
Valckenaer’s text. Inthe annexed notes, we are prefented with a Com- 
mentarius perpetuus, which undoubtedly evinces much induftry and ap- 
plication, though it will often be found to contain matter which is 
either irrelevant, or, at leaft, very remotely conneéted with the fubje&. 
To editors who cannot hope to attain to the inftructive amplitude ef a 


Saumaife, ora Valckenaer, the aurea mediocritas cannot be too much 
recommended, Lbid. 





ACKNOWLEDGMENTS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





The good fenfe of the following letter induces us to pub- 
lith it entire, the fubje&t being very important. 
Greenwich, Dec. 11, 1797> 
StRs, 
Waren fach Effays as Mr. Arthur Young’s, and many practical 
writers, who have publifhed their thoughts upon Agriculture, and the ad- , 
vantages 
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vantages or difadvantages of fmall and large farms, have been fo tho- 
roughly difcufled, by thofe who have had opportunities to view and 
compare them, it is pity that fuch ingenious men as Mr. Robert 
Acklom Ingram* fhould bewilder themfelves and readers with calcula- 
tions which experience abundantly confutes, and which thedry would 
confirm, if founded on juft principles... My time and paper will not 
allow me room to anfwer all his allegations ; fome ef the principal I 
will beg leave, by means of your moft ufeful and impartial Britith 
Critic, to reply to. 

Small farms will find chickens, eggs, and butter, pigs, and fuch like 
niceties more plentifully ; but oxen of from 20 or 30 to 40 or sol, or 
upwards, and from twenty to thirty innumber, to one hundred or u 
wards, mutt be furnifhed by large farmers, from whom milk and veal is 
only to.be expected in pleaty. 

A {played heifer or fteer may be fattened and made good beef in 
three years old to fgur years, if ploughed with ; they will be worked 
till twelve years old, and then take two years more to get fat and fit to 
kill; fo, inftead of four beeves in twelve years, you will have only 
one ; and milk at fix-pence a quart; and veal at half a crown a pound 
at leaft. I can plough an acre of land in Suffolk, when I formerly 
held a farm in my hands, with two horfes, guided by a packthread 
rein by the man that holdsthe plough. Oxen, being flower, will do 
but half an acre in a day; fo f wai have two ploughs, and two men, 
to hold them, and four oxen, and two boys, to goad or drive them, to 

| wy the fame quantity of land, viz. one acre in a day; which may 
done by one man and two horfes, ‘Tithes are frecholds belonging 
to the clergy; held by the fame rights, viz, the order of a lawful fuc- 
ceffion, long prefcription, and ats of parliament, as the laicty hold 
their eftates ; the nine tenths for their own benefit, the other one tenth 
in truft for the above-named leafes ; and whoever goes to take their 
one tenth from the clergy, will thus weaken the title for rents for the 
other nine tenths to the landlords; and I do not with to fee anew 
Agrarian law, or liberty and equality, flourifhing here as in France. 

The poor’s rates encourage our fober and induftrious poor to 
marry, and is the reafon England is better peopled, than any equal 
number of acres in Europe, if the price of labour and provifions are 
kept in as due ratio, as the A&t of Queen Elizabeth intended, it is all 
that is wanted ; gold and filver is more plentiful now, than they were 
then ; and, conlagtieitly they differ in value, and fo does the rate 
of intereft, and, confequently, the value or price of land in war or 


peace. 


Your humble fervant, 
ARATOR, 


Dr. Tatham mut excufe our printing his obfervations on an 
article fo long paft. We were not inattentive to his publica- 
tion ; but it is generally more eafy to fatisfy all perfons than 
an author himfelf. 





Review for November, p, 54. ROT 
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Ee, will find the fubftance of his remark Obviated j in oné 
of the articles of our Brits Catalogue for the prefemt month. 

Jufitia Amicus writes very ingevioully ppon a paflage inthe 
Georgiess “but, as the whole is merely matter of epinion, we 
muft decline entering.into any further controverly upon the 
fubje&. 

Sacerdos Parochialis does not confider, that the bymn té6 
which he objeéts, is fuppofed by the echo, to be fung by the 
idolaters. 

We are defired..to mention, in jufticé to the late Mr, 
Tyrwhitt, for whofe memory we have the highefl refpest, thar 
the Mufeum Oxonienfe (notic ed in our, Review for November) 
contains a paper by Mr. T. himfelf, Rating his authorities for 
many valuable readings, which diftinguith his textot Arifistle’s 
Poetics, from. that of Sylburgius, and every fubfequent edition ; 
with references to MSS. and old editions. 





LITERARY INTELL IGENCE. af 





We aré glad to find) that 2 Profpedtus his been circulated. by 


Mr. Whiter, of Cambridge, in which he ynderta ikes to pub} ith. 


an Unie fat Ftymoligizal Diftionary, on a new. plan. 
Some 

lifhed by fubfcripti my tor the bene ay of his family, . 
The learned Afr. Burges, Has been printing 4& Dorham, an 


Edition of Ariforle’s Peplus, which will appear ina few weeks, 


We are alfo happy to find, thac the fame eminent fcholar, wall 
then proceed t publith the late Afr. Tyrwhitt’s ConjeQures 
on £ichylw, Euripides, and Aviftaphanes, 

The frieads of medical knowledge will learn with fatis- 
fation, that Dr. Ferriar,,of Mancheiter, has nearly completed 
a third volume of. his Mdedical Hi: iftories « and Reflections. 

Mr. Calcatt, whole roubeal, talents arefo. well known:to alb 
perfons of tafte, will publith, i in the beginning of February; a! 
plan of arimportanthyidlisnary of Majic , practical, theoretical, 
and hiftorieal. 





ERRATA, 
In our Review for O&ober, p. 359, for now, read wors 
In that for November, p. 537, for 1723, read 16234 and 4 ‘little 
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HOUGH we would not arrogate too much.to 
ourfelves, we cannot but compare our halfs 
yearly recapitulations, in fome degree, to the Tadles 
of Fame propofed by the Tatler*, to which we invite 
{uch perfons as feem moft worthy to be admitted, for 
their wifdom, learning, eloquence, fagacity, inventive 
powers, orother ufefulaccomplifhments. Our femefraf 
tables are not indeed fo very felect as thofe pro- 
pofed by Ifaac Bickerftaff, becaufe our object is to 
feed the living, not to clafs the dead ; and to exclude 
a living author from a banquet is no trifle. It ought 
to be very clear that he is by fome circumftance or 
other difquahfied, before fo itrong- aftep is taken, 
Be it known then, that we confider a book, an edition 
of a book, or even a fmall pamphlet, as a ticket to 
our tables; unlefs it fhall appear on the face of the 
produétion itfelf, that the author is either ignorant of 
his fubject, dull, or abfurd, defirous of exciting any 
bad or malignant pailion in his readers, or, above all, 
an enemy to Religion. Some of the firft of thefe 
claffes are of courlfe excluded, as not belonging to, 
the defcription of perfons for whom our viands are 
prepared ; the reft we doubt not would feel as uneafy 
at being mixed with our friends, as the latter would 
feel indignant at the introduction of fuch interlopers. 
Having premifed thus much, we proceed to open 
our tables, arranging our guefts according te the 
tendency. of their refpective itudies. with 


* Tatler, No. 67, 81, &@s ; 
a / Divinity, 
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Divintty. 


When a man like Ms. Bryant takes up the pen in 
defence of any Chriffian do€trine, it is ftrange that 


we fhould have occafion to hefitate about giving his © 


book a place in this recital. Yet fuch isthe mixed 
nature of his Effay on Philo Fudzeus*, that, conceiving 
it more likely, on the whole, to do harm than good, 
we were compelled by our fenfe of duty to oppofe 
it; and, for the fame reafon, felt the hefitation we 
have mentioned. ft defends, indeed, the Seriptural 
Do€trine of the Trinity; but it defends it partly on 
falfe grounds, and introduces an hypothefis which, 
if admitted, would fubvert one of the beft and 
foundeft books we have; Dr. Allix’s Judgment of 
the Jewifh Church. We are convinced that Dr. 
Allix and Mr. Whitaker have taken the right ground, 
and Mr. Bryant the wrong. Yet this latter author 
is greatly miftaken, if he fuppofes us a€tuated by any 
hottility to him, or defirous, in the fmalleft degree,. 
to wound his perfonal feelingst. We can diftinguifh 
between the man and the book ; but it is feldom that 
the author can. Whoever attacks his opinions is 
thought to attack him, and this we find perpetually. 
So very important a fubje¢t, as the Jn/pirationof the Holy 
Scripiures, we were much pleafed to fee treated by 
Mr. Parry, in an Effay which we noticed in our firft 
number], with great judgment, precifion, and clear- 
nefs of argument: nor could the fupplementary ob- 
férvations of Mr. Padman again{t Paime§ be unwel- 
came; even to thofe who had digefted and admired 
the arguments of Bifhop Watfon. Mr. Tatterfall's 


* No. I. p. 133 IL 140. + We heard with furprife, as 
well as pain, that a metaphorical expreflion, concerning indiftin& 
viiion, had been fuppofed by the venerable writer to allude to an ine 
Zrmity of that old-age, which, united with worth and talents, is fe 
truly sefpeftable, Wedifclaim and abhortheidea,  f{ No.1. p. 39. 
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PREFAGE ii) 


Tlendid though unpublifhed edition of Méerrick's 
Prams, was mentioned in the fame number*. For 
the excellence of the verfion, and of the editor’s in- 
tentions, we can equally anfwer ; the relt we ieave, 
of courfe, to thofe whofe office it is to regulate fuch 
matters. A volume of Sermons, by the Rev. f. lowest, 
which is the fecond he has publifhed, deferves alfo 
to be mentioned. A very meritorious precifion of 
ideas and expreffion diftinguithes the Four Effays of 
Mr. Ludlam}, on the ordinary and extraordinary ope 
rations of the Holy Spirit ; a fubje&t wherein precife 
ideas are very important, to guard againft the oppofite 
errors of fcepticifm and enthufiafm. This fervice the 
Effays of Mr. Ludlam are well calculated to render 
and the controverfial part of them is written with 
fpirit and acutenefs. It will readily be fuppofed that, 
in thefe times, a treatife which afferts tlie apoftolical 
inftitution of epifcopacy, and the danger of {chifm, 
will meet with many oppofers. ‘Hence is it, that 
Mr. Daubeny’s book, which he has entitled, @ Guide 
to the Church§, has produced already two or three 
anfwers. We fhall of courfe have to eftimate the 
objections which have been brought againft it. -Yet, 
before we fit down to this tafk, we can clearly affert, 
that it is written in general conformity to the prin- 
ciples of the Church of England, and therefore, 
though liable to encounter the fame hoftilities, cane 
not be denied its proportion of the fame praifes, 
Dr. Bell, though late called up to our table, will, 
we truft, accept of an honourable inftead of an early 
place at it. His Exguiry into the Divine Miffon of Fobu 
the Baptift and Fefus Chrifi, certainly entitles him to 
be an affeflor with the venerable defenders of our 
religion. : 

We have nothing further to remark in this clafs, 
except a few detached difcourfes of peculiar excel- 


* No, I. p.64. Two cheap and convenient editions of this werk 
are fold at Rivington’s, Hatchard’s, &c, t No. I. p. 806 
t No. IV, p. 400, § No. V.p.54q, |} No. VI. p. 616. 
a2 lence, 
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‘ 


lence. Among thefe, we can by no means overlook, 


the excellent fernidn of the Bifhop of Lincoln, at 
St. Paul’s, on the day of Lhank/eiving* ; a difcourfe 
replete with juft and patriotic fentiments, expreffed 
with elegance and vigour. In the Charge of the 
Bifhop of Durhamt, delivered at his Vifitation in 1797, 
the ftate of the times, and the duties refulting from 
it, are in a very ftriking manner explained and en- 
forced. It affords one of thofe pleafing pictures of 
the paftoral care of a Bifhop, which will more 
ftrongly affect fome minds, than the cogent argu- 
ments which may be produced in favour of the 
office. Nor muft we omit to mention Dr. Barrozw’s 
Sermon on the Faft, to commend which once, is 
not enough. It is not one of thofe where patriotic 
fentiments excufe defeéts ; the manner is worthy of 
the matter. Two difcourfes have been publifhed 
feparately by Avr. Magee of Dublin, either of which 
might have ferved to make him noticed as an able 
and judicious teacher. ‘The one was preached be- 
fore an Affociation formed in Dublin for difcounte- 
nancing vice, and promoting religion§; the other on 
the National Than k/giving in Ireland, for deliverance 
from invafion|. As we noticed both very much at 
large, we need not further expatiate upon them, but 
fhall merely repeat our general recommendation. Such 
are the beft theological productions which our pre- 
fent volume comprifes. They contain abundant 
means to gratify the wife, and inftruét the ignorant. 

In pointing them out we have enjoyed a pleafure as 
well as fulfilled a duty ; and in perufing them we have 


prée-occupied an advantage which we with our 
readers to partake. 


METAPHYSICS. 


So few at prefent are the cultivators of this foil, 
that no great produce can be expected at any fingle 


* No. Ill. p.27s, + No. IV. p, 438. No. VI. p.684. 
+ Ne, LLL pe 265, ; j No Vib p, 666. ; 
harveft 
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PREFACE. a 


harveft. Lord Monboddo indeed, (whom we uns 
wittingly flew laft month, though we wifh him as 
much life as he himfelf can defire) makes powerful 
efforts to reinftate the wifdom of the Greek philofo- 
phers upon thefe fubjeéts. Through five volumes in 

uarto, of his Ancient Metaphyfics*, he has now pur- 
fued, without concluding, his learned inveftigation 5 
and it will proceed rather from the redundance than 
the deficiency of his difcuifions, if the metaphyfics 
of Plato and Ariftotle are not re-éftablifhed in their 
original reputation. If we may be allowed to unite 
the kindred fubje€t of Morality with this, we mutt 
here mentign Dr. Croft's Commentary}, on. fome paf- 
fages of our two’ moft eminent moralifts. Such dif- 
cuilions, properly conduéted, are liberal and ufeful, 
tending to place truth ultimately, on the fureft and 
moft ample bafis. 


History. 


Though we. did not, witnefs the commencement 
of Mr. Guich’s publication of 4. Wood's Hiffory of 
Oxford§, we were glad to announce the conclufion of 
it. That a work fo frequently confulted thould have 
been fo long before the public, only in a Latin tranila- 
tion, which the author himfelf difapproved, isafingular 
literary fact. By the care of this editor we now pof- 
fefs the work as the writer wifhed it to ftand, and 
with his laft corre€tions and improvements. In com- 
piling a confiderable part of the Hifory of Scotland, Mr, 
Pinkerton§ has given a laudable example: has foaght 
with diligence for new materials, and has digetted 
them with fagacity and.care. Some peculiarities 
both of plan and ftyle, which we could pot approve, 
do not prevent the work from. being, on the whole, 
both creditable to the author, and ufeful to the pub- 


* No. VI. » 6 8, tT N . VIL, 6 ° N 5 
fNolve hs i 0 p-.656 t No, Il. p. 1836 
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lic. The intereft which Mr. Rofcoe’s able work exs 
' cited, for the fate. and fortunes of the Houfe of Me- 
dici, the period in which they flourifhed, and 
Jearned men with whom they were connected, i 
pared the wey for the Memuirs of that Houfe oa. 
ated ; 


é, as tran by Sir Richard Clayton e work 
though never completed by the author, has fufficient 
merit to make the tranflation a valuable acquifition to 
Englifh literature. Among books that bear any re- 
ference to Hiftory, few can be more important, at 
the prefent moment, than the Memoirs Wuftrating the 
Hiflory of Facobinifmt, written by the Abbé Barruel, 
and publifhed both in French and Englifh. The 
grand confpiracy’againft Religion, Virtue, and hu- 
yan Society itfelf, which has proved the fcourge of 
the prefent age ; that confpiracy, by which Provi- 
dence at once difplays the depravity of impious men, 
and makes it work out its own iit is here 
difplayed in its machinations and progrefs among the 
German J//yminifis, A.rapid but ufeful tketch of thefe 
enormities had been given by Profefor Rodifont; the 
prefent yolume is rendered ftill more valuable by a 
greater ftore of materials, and a more perfpicuous. 
arrangement. A fourth volume is expected, which 
will complete the work, ‘To thofe who would ra- 
ther look back upon our own particular misfortunes, 
and their fecret conneftion with thofé by which they 
were fo feverely avenged in Europe, we recommend 
Mr. Boucher’; View of the Caufes and Confequences of the 
American Revolution§. The bafis of this work is 
formed by thirteen diftourfes, preached in America 
between the years 1763 and 1775; but the Preface, 
and other acceffory matter, determine it to the pre- 
fent clafs, As a writer of biftorical faéts, Mr. Boucher 
ane? among thofe who relate what they themfelves 

have feen; a circumftanceof great moment, whenever, 


* No. IV. p. 3303 Veg70, + No. IE p. 284, 8 = See 
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PREFACE vii 


as in the pode cafe, the charafter of the author 
is-clear of .all. fufpicion*. Hiftory does not prefent, 
many pictures more melancholy than that which 
Captain Francklin has produced, in defcribing the 
reign of Shab Aniumt. This unfortunate Prince, 
eld, blind, and retaining only a (hadow of authority, 
dependent, even for fubfiftence, upon a sorties 
power, feems deftined to put a final period to the 
glories of the houfe of Timour. His Hiftory is com- 

iled from the beft authorities, and affords an awful 

ffon. From the Sanfcreet records of ancient Hin- 
doftan, General Vallaucey and. Mr. Maurice have 
drawn fome curious information refpeQing the Britith 
iflands. Thefe they have ref{pe€tively fubmitted to 
the prefs, and.they are calculated to excite attention. 
The chain of modern events muft alfo be continued; 
and the Rev. C. Wiilpams, by giving his narrative of 
the Weft-Indian Campaign in 1794§, has fupplied a 
link which hitherto had been wanting. The Hifory 
of Inventions and Difcoveries, by Profefor Beckmann, 
of Gottingen, having obtained fome celebrity onthe 
Continent, has been well tranflated by Mr. Fohnjfon, 
and added to the ftores of Englifh literature. 





BioGRAPHY. 


When a biographer fhall be found capable of 
doing juftice to the various talents and merits of the 
firtt Lord Mansfield, we thall probably receive a life 
calculated to rank with the beft produétions in that 
department of letters. Ad. HolidayY, whole work 


* We could with that this author had, in fome inftances, been more 
granted in bis ; and the times in which he preached thefe 
lcrmons muft furely have reqaired it, Pa/fve obedience, as he defines 
it, means only due /ubmifion to legal authority, Yet the term is odious, 
as implying ufually fubmiffion to defpotifm, and therefore thould have 

avoi 

+ No.VI. p. 606. t No. 1. p. 7. and No, III, p. 293. 
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we latély noticed} confined himfelf principally to the: 
décutrénces belonging to the egal ‘life'lof ‘his great 
fubje&, and produced a work rather fermed:for ‘the 
inftru€tion ‘of the ftudentycthan “the gratification ‘of 
the general reader... Another*author, himfelf anony- 
mous, has endéavoured to‘call together all the ‘names 
of living writers*; and if his: fuccefs in obtaining ac- 
éurate infornmiation had been equal'either to! his can- 
dour; or to his diligence in muftering names, his work, 
would have been ‘truly valuable: ‘The: difficulty ‘of 
the attempt excufes, in‘fome meafure, the defects iin. 
the performance of it. Another »writer..extends 'to 
the prefent age in general his colleétion of Biographi> 
¢al, Literary,'and Political Ayecdotest, a book rather of 
amufement than authority ; but acceptable, doubt- 
lefs,'to many, on account: of the fecrets which. it 
feems'to'impart. The records.of\ human: life are dif. - 
figured not only by the faults-of the: fubject;»but by. 
the ‘errors of the by ; and many a man, with. 
all his imperfettions, has lived much better than his 
life‘ has been afterwards defcribed. = ta 


ANTIQUITIZS» | 


The ftudy of antiquities, which to many appears 
dry and dull, would be a path of flowers, could it be 
always illuftrated by fuch works as that which:com- 
mences our prefent volume. The! Roman Antiquities 
at Weodchefer, delineated by the fkilful hand of Mér:'S. 
Dyfonst, will long “ live in defeription;’ and! look 
teffelated on plates; while the work thall ferve as an 
example for the delineation of fimilar Remains. 
Other Roman fragments, of ,lefs beauty, but not-de- 
void of attraction tothe curious enquirer, havé been 
iluftrated by the Rev. Mr. Warner. Thefe are the 
Antiguities difcovered at Bath§, fome of which had 


* Literary Memoirs of living Authors, No. 1. p. 232. +. No. VI. 
p- Gat, t No. [. p. ae $ No, Vi. p. 689. : 
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PREFAGE ix 


Ifo-employed:the pen of Governor Pownall*®. Old 
ee i de che capitals of the.Eaftern and Wef- 
tern Empire, were defcribed nearly about the fame 
time by two Engliflrauthors, who had.colleéted their 
matetials in the refpeétive cities: but the defcription 
of Conftantinople being of a mixed nature, belongs 
rather to the;clafs énfuing than to ths. Mr.Lumifs 
den’s Remarks on the Autiquities of Romet, announce 
the'talents of a fcholar united withthe accomplifh+ 
ments of “agentlemangs sand «willbe more: ace 
ceptable to: many.readeérs, than thevearlier and ‘more 
elaborate accounts of the fame objeéts. ‘The des 
fcription of the Englifh Cathedrals, undertaken by 
the Society of Antiquaries, has commenced aufpi- 
cigufly by, the delineations and hiftory of she Chureh at 
Exetert. We underftand that. the Abbey Church at 
Bath will-next be laid before the public in.a fimilar 
manner, and that the plates intended for, it are now 
completed. 7 aR 





i flies 
. t i+. ae * 
VoyaGEs AND TRAVELS, «. _ y 


Here then let us place, and at the heady our. ac- 
count, Mr. Dallaway’s Conftantinople§, which, uniting 
the defcription of ancient monuments and ‘modern 
manners, opens a fouree of agreeable and diverfified 
amufement tothe Englifh reader. The Letters in Spam 
and Portugal, written by Mr. Southey||, exhibit.a true 
picture of a travelling poct. Full of livelinefs, 
and fometimes of petulance, they defcribe in profe 
and refleét in verfe ; and the reader is always amufed, 
if he does not always. approve. St, Domingo, a me- 
lancholy name, but not the lefs an object of curiofity, 
is defcribed fufficiently at large, in the Voyage of Ba- 
ron Wimpffen 4], of which the tranilation only has yet 
been publifhed. Mr. Wright, the publither, is .alfo 


* See Brit. Crit, vol. viii. ‘p. 206. + No. IIL, p. 22¢. 
t No. Vi Ps 465. § No. a P- 29° Hl No. lV, Pp» 462. 
G.No. V. p. 477 
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PREFACE. 


fhe author of the tranflation, and the performance is 
creditable to him. Several compilations of voyages 
and travels have been publifhed both inFrench nd in 
Englifh, but we do not recolle&t'a work of this kind, 
in which convenience of form, and judicious felec- 
tion of matter, were more fatisfa€torily united than in 
the twenty duodecimo volumes lately publithed by 
Dr. Mavor*. They will be purchafed,. perhaps, 
chiefly for the information of juvenile ftudents; but 
the reader of the original works will often recur, with 
— to the gempendium he has prefented to his 
children. 


PoLitTics. 


What more can be faid in favour of any fmall 
political colleétion, than that it is rich in the produc- 
tions of Mr. Burke? Such has been the fortune of 
our “prefent volume. The firft number concluded 
our account of his Three Memorials on French Affairs, 
which were charaéterized in our Preface to the pre- 
ceding volume. We may add at prefent that the 
part fupplied by the editor of thefe pofthumous 
pieces, is here, as it has uniformly continued to be, 
very highly creditable to his talents and judgment. 
We next were called to notice the Two Letters of the 
fame great author, on the Condué? of our Domeftie . 
Parties} ; the firft of which ftamped the feal of au- 
thenticity on a chain of accufations, which till then 
had loft a part of their due weight, from the mere 
circumttance of being firft published furreptitioufly. 
Under thofe Nene: aan it might be fufpeéted 
that part of them had been forged ; it now appeared 
decifively, that the whole proceeded from Mr. Burke. 
Finally, in our laft number, we noticed his Third Letter 
to a Member of Parliament, on the Propofals for Peace 
with the Regicide Direétory§. The two firft Letters, it 


* No. Il. p. 213. + No, L. p. 45, No, II, p. 237. 
éN » Vi Pe 596, elie ; : 
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PREFACE. ¥ 
will be recollected, were publifhed together by Mr. 
Burke himfelf, in 1 7963 the laft was left imperfe 
by the author, but has been fupplied and completed 
by the editor, in a manner which has now been fully 
explained to the public. ‘The traces of the original 
hand are ftrong ; and the fupplemental parts are at 
once judicious, elegant, and vigorous. It is not 
without regret that we here clofe a part of our re- 
capitulation which ts not likely foon to have a 
rallel. But though we no longer poffefs a Burke, 
whofe pen, when drawn for conteft, 


Stood waving, tipt with fire: 


there are not yet wanting thofe who can trace with a 
firm hand the charatters of truth, and make them 
vivid alfo. Among thefe, and as a manifeft difciple 
of Mr. Burke, for ftyle and manner, we mutt place 
the author of Confiderations on the State HA public Affairs 
at the beginning of 1798+; who in the firft part of his 
difcuffion weighed the a€tual ftate of France, and in 
the fecond, the relative pofition of our own country, 
with a eer beyond what iscommon. The 4d- 
drefs of Bifhop Watfon to the People of Great Britaint, 
had its commendation both “ in evil repert, and 

ood report ;” by exciting at once the gratitude of 
the Britifh, and the rancour of the Gallicized breaft. 
It is not likely that fuch a pen fhould be. employed 
without effect, and the obloquy is as much.in the 
natural order of confequences as the praife. 'When- 
ever much good is done, much hatred will be ex- 
cited, in a certain clafs of minds; as it is faid that an 
excellent phyfician is never a favourite with the un- 
dertakers. Mr. Gifford, who might exemplify for us 
the fame truth, has not been idle. His Second Letter 
to Mr. Erfkine§, contained fome ftubborn pofitions of 


* See our eighth volume, p. 6613 and the hinth, p. 496 
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inexofable truth which could-not be univerfally ag- 
ceptable';>and his Addrefs to- the Members .of the 
Loyal Affociations*, exhibited. a ftrange pitture, for the 
originality ef which he’ vouched thus much at leaft ; 
that it undoubtedly was‘not drawn in this. country. 
But. while-we-hefitate on the poffibility of Englifh, 
Scotch, and Irith Dire€tories being formediin France, 
we are roufed by the melancholy certainty, of the at- 
tempt to eftablith one, inthe latter, of the three 
countries; the plans tending to-,which were laid 
open with fingular acutenefs-and. ability,..in an. ex- 
cellent tract entitled, Reflections on the Lrifh Confpiracyt. 
Political differences will always exilt, but perhaps 
nothing tends more powerfully, to, open, the eyes of 
thofe who have taken up flrong prejudices, than a 
fair and open recantation of error, from. one who 
has detected the delufion which mifled him... Such 
was the tendency of.4 Leiter io the , Reformers, 
written by Mr. H. Redbead Yorket, a ‘man whofe 
mittaken .zeal ‘had notorioufly outrun his pradence, 
but whofe zeal to counteract his former efforts,.ap- 
pears to have arifen fpontaneoufly with. the convig- 
tion, that. thofe effortshad been mif-direGted. . In the 
preface and notes to the tranflation of Camille Jordan's 
Addre/s to.bis Conftituents§, we again fee. the, hand of 
Mr,.Gifferd|; and we fee it employed, as. ufual, to 
detect. fallacies and proclaim truths. More than 
once during the prefent contefts have we obferved 
yery excellent effects to be produced here,, by,pam- 
phiets written in America. Such is the indiffoluble 
connection betwen the two countries, that the fenti- 
ments of able men upon the interefts of the,one, can 
never be unimportant in the other. _ But never before, 
perhaps, was to ftrong and’ extenfive an effect pro- 


* No. IV. p. 443. + No. VI. p. 633. t No. V. p. gs5¢. 
§ No. V. p. 571. | There is alfo an able preface, by the fan.e 
wythor, to the tranflauon ef Lally’s Defemee of the Emigrants. “See 
Ne.1l. p..zog. See our feveral accounts of Peter. Porcupine’s 
traits. 
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duced as by the admirable tra&t of Mr. Goodloe Harper. 


In' this completely well-written and well-reafoned 
publication, entitled Objervatious on the Di/pute between 
the United States and France*, the author developes 
with fo much clearnefs, the interefted and infidious 
policy of the latter country towards America, that 
nothing but the fhamelefs proceedings of the French 
Government towards the American Envoys, which 
fo foon after were made public, could throw new 
light upon the fubje&t. Even the hirelings of France, 
had they not been deceivers rather than deceived, 
could not have withftood thefe united allegations. 
But a curious expofure of the real fentiments of 
fuch perfons was made in Copies of Original Letterst, 
written to Dr. Prieftley. The repeated threat of 
invafion, carried to fo great an appearance of fin- 
cerity, has produced miore temporary pamphlets, to 
put our countrymen on their guard, than we can 
here enumerate. We fhall fpecify, however, Mr. 
H. Le Mefurier’s Thoughts ona French Invafont, a prac- 
tical tract, direCting the minds of the people to the ne- 
ceflary means of defence, in cafe of fuch an attempt. 
Nor muft we omit Aa Appeal to the Head and Heart of 
every Man and Woman in Great Britain§; Sound ax 
Alarm\; Democratic Principles illuftrated by Example; 
Unite or Fall**, or Mr. Aufrere’s Warning to Britoust}. 
All thefe are tratts direéted to fimilar good purpofes; 
and all, though differing in their {hades of. merit, 
ufeful in their kind. We are happy at length to 
emerge from a clafs which has detained us longer 
than ufual, though into the kindred department of. 


Law. 


The only book dire&tly and -exprefsly confined to 
legal fubjects, which it feems neceflary here to men- 


* No. I. ‘p, 164. t No, V. p. 572. No, II. p. 203- 
§ No, I. p. 207. No. 1V. Ps 444+ , < Ibid. 
=” By the Bar! of Carlile; Noe lY, pi 444. © tt No. TV. pe g4se 
tion, 
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tion, is the Posthumous Works of Charles Fearne, Ejqs 
publifhed by Mr. Shadweil*. But ot ftrong affinity 
to fuch fubjeéts, is the ample publication of Sir 
Frederick Eden, on the State of thé Poort, being defigned 
to lay a folid foundation for new-modelling the im- 

ortant laws which relate to that clafs of fociety. 
That it is well calculated to operate, with confider- 
able effect, towards that great end, we have more 
at large explained in our review of the work. . 


Natura History AnD PHILosopPHY. 


Efcaped at length from the contefts and difficulties 
of men, to the works of the Deity, we feem almoft 
to take wing with the volatile part of his creation, 
the Britifh{fpecimens of which are fo neatly delineated 
by Mr. Donovant. But as ‘offended poets might 

erhaps purfue our courfe with no very creditable 
imiles, we will haften to defcend again to regions of 
lefs peril. Here, if we would ftudy the produétions 
of the earth, we may take up Mr. Church's beautiful 
Cabinet of Quadrupeds§, or the Botanift’s Calexdar|, or 
Mr. Symons’s Synopfis Plantarum. Or, feeking for 
knowledge even heneath the earth, we may be 
afiifted by Mr. Kirwan's Mineralgy**, the {econd 
volume of which was noticed by us within the pe- 
riod here comprifed. If we turn to Natural Philo- 
fophy, and the application of her difcoveries to ge- 
neral utility, we muft not omit to point out Count 
Rumford’s Effayst}, in which efforts of that kind are 
frequently confpicuous and fuccefsful. 


ScIENCES. 


Some valuable works, conneéted with pure 
Science, have been examined within our prefent vo- 


* No. IV. p. 45% + No. V. p. 5293 VI. 638. ¢ Britifo 
Birds, vol. iii. Noo. -42. § No. VL p.6 on NowIl p 214 
‘Y No. VIL. p. 691. ** No. V. pe sate + No, + Pr 389; V-496- 
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lume. Of thefe the moft confpicuous is Dr, Hut- 
ton’s Mathematical Diétionary*, intwo volumes quarto. 
An enmity occafionally breaking out, againft the 
Royal Society, with fymptoms of fome other enmi- 
ties, not properly charatteriftic of an Engi philo- 
fopher, are the chief blemifhes of this work. In 
int of {cientific merit, there is much to commend. 
The Elements of Geometry, by Profeflor P/ayfamrt,. of 
Edinburgh, fhould have received an earlier notice; 
they could not fail to receive one that was honourable. 
Under the fame circumftances precifely, ftands the 
rofound and valuable work of Mr. Baron Maferes, 
on the Doétrine of Permutations. Though delayed 
fome time, it was of too high a rank in merit to be 
overlooked or flightly mentioned. The efforts of 
Mrs. Bryan to difengage Afronomy trom Mathematics, 
in her Compendious Syfem§, thould almoft exclude her 
from the clafs here recited; but it is the work of-a 
Lady, and if not completely fcientific, is calculated 
to excite an ardour for fuch ftudies, which may af- 
terwards impel her pupils to more profound invefti- 
gations. f 


TRANSACTIONS OF LEARNED SOCIETIES. 


Though the fupply of the fourth volume of Afatie 
Refearches, fent to Europe, was by far too fcanty for 
the demand of this country, we were happily 
enabled to lay an adequate account of it before our 
readers}. It contains much valuable matter, but, 
unfortunately, the laft efforts of Sir William Jones, 
and the juft commemoration of his merits by his fuc- 
ceflor. The Philofopbical Tranfagtions of London, 
we have purfued as far as the end of 1797, and find 
them, as ufual, well fupplied with curious inveftiga- 
tions. 


* No, II. p. 152. | + No, I, p. 18. t No, IIL. p. 299. 
§ No, V, P- $35. 4 No Id. ps 1175 and LV. 4139 <I No. V1, p. 5855 
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MEDICINE. 


If the progrefs of Medical Science be not fo rapid 
as, for the fake of mankind, might be wifhed, it 
muft be attributed rather to its intrinfic difficulty 
than to any remifinefs in the profeflors of this coun- 
try. Every month produces fome laudable attempts 
to throw new lights on the caufes, or give efficacy to 
the remedies of difeafe: while the knowledge of the 
animal ceconomy in general is progreflively improving. 
In our prefent volume we have recorded the efforts 
of Dr. Bree to improve the practice in cafes of 
Difordered Refpiration* ; Dr. Trinder’s Eflay on the 
external Application of Oilst ; and Dr. Currie on the 
Affufion of Water in Feverst. The danger of exten- 
five injuries by fire, on the furface -of the human 
body, from explofions or other violent caufes,.has 
produced an Effay from Mr. Kentyh§ on that fubject, 
which promifes to introduce a more fuccefsful mode 
of sais than hitherto has been common. He 
particularly oppofes the lowering and debilitatin 
plan, and feeks rather to fupport the conftitution by 
the moft approved corroborants.. Dr. Bailiie’s work 
on Morbid Anatomy is fo eftablifhed in reputation, that 
the Appendix||, publifhed this year, is fufficiently recom- 
mended by being only mentioned. Mr. Cavai/o treats 
as a philofopher a fubje& much agitated by fome prac- 
titioners of phyfic, namely, the Medicinal Properties of 
FaGitious AirsG. It is pleafing to fee an enquiry fo 
important purfued by an inveftigator fo able and 
fcientific. With refpect to Cutaneous Difeafes, Dr, 
Willan has taken a good method to afcertain their vir 
fible differences**, by employing the modern art of 
printing off engravings in colours. _With this aid te 


* No. II. p. 176. 
§ Effzy on Burns; No, ll, p. 297 
4 Ov IV, Pe 42 $e" #4 ian No, VI, Pe 648, 
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BOOKS REVIEWED IN VOLUME XI, 


* WN. B, For remarkable Paffages in the Criticifms and Extracts, fee 
the INDEX at the End of the Volume, 
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